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Vera Grita, daughter of Amleto and Maria Anna Zacco della Pirrera, was born in
Rome on January 28, 1923, and was the second of four sisters. She lived and studied in
Savona, where she obtained her teaching qualification. At the age of 21, during a sudden air
raid on the city (1944), she was overwhelmed and trampled by the fleeing crowd, suffering
serious consequences for her body, which remained marked by suffering forever. She went
unnoticed in her short earthly life, teaching in the schools of the Ligurian hinterland (Rialto,
Erli, Alpicella, Deserto di Varazze), where she earned the esteem and affection of all for her
kind and gentle character.

In Savona, at the Salesian parish of Mary Help of Christians, she participated in
Mass and was a regular at the Sacrament of Penance. From 1963, her confessor was the
Salesian Don Giovanni Bocchi. A Salesian Collaborator since 1967, she realized her calling
in the total gift of herself to the Lord, who extraordinarily gave Himself to her, in the depths
of her heart, with the “Voice,” with the “Word,” to communicate to her the Work of the
Living Tabernacles. She submitted all her writings to her spiritual director, the Salesian Don
Gabriello Zucconi, and kept the secret of that calling in the silence of her heart, guided by
the divine Master and the Virgin Mary, who accompanied her along the path of hidden life,
of self-denial, and of annihilation of self.

Under the impulse of divine grace and welcoming the mediation of spiritual guides,
Vera Grita responded to God’s gift by witnessing in her life, marked by the struggle of
illness, the encounter with the Risen One and dedicating herself with heroic generosity to
the teaching and education of her students, meeting the needs of her family and witnessing
a life of evangelical poverty. Centred upon and steadfast in the God who loves and sustains,
with great inner firmness, she was made capable of enduring the trials and sufferings of life.
Based on such inner solidity, she bore witness to a Christian existence made of patience and
constancy in good.

She died on December 22, 1969, at the age of 46, in a small room of the hospital in
Pietra Ligure, where she had spent the last six months of her life in a crescendo of accepted
suffering lived in union with Jesus Crucified. “The soul of Vera,” wrote Don Borra, Salesian,
her first biographer, “with the messages and letters, enters the ranks of those charismatic
souls called to enrich the Church with flames of love for God and for Jesus Eucharistic for
the expansion of the Kingdom.”

A life devoid of human hope

Humanly, Vera's life has been marked since childhood by the loss of a horizon of
hope. The loss of her family’s economic independence, then the separation from her parents
to go to Modica in Sicily to stay with her aunts, and especially the death of her father in



1943, put Vera in front of the consequences of particularly painful human events.

After July 4, 1944, the day of the bombing of Savona that would mark Vera’s entire
life, her health conditions would also be compromised forever. Therefore, the Servant of
God found herself a young girl without any prospects for the future and had to repeatedly
revise her plans and give up many desires: from university studies to teaching and, above
all, to having her own family with the young man she was seeing.

Despite the sudden end of all her human expectations between the ages of 20 and
21, hope was very present in Vera: both as a human virtue that believes in a possible change
and commits to realising it (despite being very ill, she prepared for and won the competition
to teach), and especially as a theological virtue - anchored in faith - that infused her with
energy and became a tool of consolation for others.

Almost all the witnesses who knew her noted this apparent contradiction between
compromised health conditions and the ability to never complain, instead attesting to joy,
hope, and courage even in humanly desperate circumstances. Vera became a “bringer of
joy.”

A niece says: «She was always sick and suffering, but [ never saw her discouraged
or angry about her condition; she always had a light of hope sustained by great faith. [...]
My aunt was often hospitalised, suffering and delicate, but always serene and full of hope
for the great Love she had for Jesus».

Vera's sister Liliana also drew encouragement, serenity, and hope from their
afternoon phone calls, even though the Servant of God was then burdened by numerous
health problems and professional constraints: «She instilled in me,

she says - trust and hope, making me reflect that God is always close to us and leads us.
Her words brought me back into the arms of the Lord, and I found peace».

Agnese Zannino Tibirosa, whose testimony is particularly valuable as she spent
time with Vera at the “Santa Corona” hospital in her last year of life, attests: «Despite the
severe suffering that illness caused her, I never heard her complain about her state. She
brought relief and hope to all those she approached, and when she spoke of her future, she
did so with enthusiasm and courage».

Until the end, Vera Grita maintained this: even in the last part of her earthly journey,
she kept a gaze toward the future, hoping that with treatment, the tuberculoma could be
reabsorbed, hoping to be able to take the chair at the Piani di Invrea for the 1969-1970
school year, as well as to dedicate herself, once out of the hospital, to her spiritual mission.

Educated in hope by her confessor and in her spiritual journey

In this sense, the hope attested by Vera is rooted in God and in that sapiential
reading of events that her spiritual father Don Gabriello Zucconi and, before him, her
confessor Don Giovanni Bocchi taught her. Don Bocchi’s ministry - a man of joy and hope -



had a positive influence on Vera, whom he welcomed in her condition as a sick person and
taught to value the sufferings - not sought - with which she was burdened. Don Bocchi was
the first master of hope. It has been said of him: «With always cordial and hope-filled words,
he opened hearts to magnanimity, forgiveness, and transparency in interpersonal
relationships; he lived the beatitudes with naturalness and daily fidelity». «Hoping and
having the certainty that as it happened to Christ, it will also happen to us: the glorious
Resurrection», Don Bocchi carried out through his ministry an announcement of Christian
hope, founded on the omnipotence of God and the Resurrection of Christ. Later, from Africa,
where he had gone as a missionary, he would say: «I was there because I wanted to bring
and give them Jesus Who is Alive and present in the Most Holy Eucharist with all the gifts of
His Heart: Peace, Mercy, Joy, Love, Light, Union, Hope, Truth, Eternal Life».

Vera became a provider of hope and joy even in environments marked by physical
and moral suffering, by cognitive limitations (as among her small hearing-impaired
students) or suboptimal family and social conditions (as in the «heated climate» of Erli).

Her friend Maria Mattalia recalls: «I still see Vera’s sweet smile, sometimes tired
from so much struggle and suffering; remembering her willpower, I try to follow her
example of kindness, great faith, hope, and love [...]».

Antonietta Fazio - a former janitor at the Casanova school - testified about her:
«She was very well-liked by her students, whom she loved so much, especially those with
intellectual difficulties [...]. Very religious, she transmitted faith and hope to everyone, even
though she herself was suffering very much physically but not morally».

In those contexts, Vera worked to revive the reasons for hope. For example, in the
hospital (where the food is not very satisfying), she deprived herself of a special bunch of
grapes to leave part of it on the bedside table of all the patients in the ward. She also always
took care of her appearance so as to present herself well, orderly, with composure and
refinement, thus also contributing to countering the environment of suffering in a clinic, and
sometimes the loss of hope in many patients who risk “letting themselves go.”

Through the Messages of the Work of the Living Tabernacles, the Lord
educated her to a posture of waiting, patience, and trust in Him. Indeed, there are countless
exhortations about waiting for the Bridegroom or the Bridegroom who awaits His bride:

“Hope in your Jesus always, always.

May He come into our souls, may He come into our homes; may He come with us to share
Jjoys and sorrows, labours and hopes.

Let my Love do, and increase your faith, your hope.



Follow me in the dark, in the shadows because you know the «way».
Hope in Me, hope in Jesus!

After the journey of hope and waiting, there will be victory.

To call you to the things of Heaven”.

Provider of hope in dying and interceding

Even in illness and death, Vera Grita witnessed Christian hope.

She knew that when her mission was completed, her life on earth would also end. «This is
your task, and when it is finished, you will say goodbye to the earth for Heaven»: therefore,
she did not feel as an “owner” of time rather she sought obedience to God’s will.

In the last months, despite being in an increasingly serious condition and being
exposed to a worsening clinical situation, the Servant of God attested serenity, peace, and
an inner perception of a “fulfilment” of her life.

In the last days, although she was naturally attached to life, Don Giuseppe Formento
described her as «already at peace with the Lord». In this spirit, she was able to receive
Communion until a few days before her death and received the Anointing of the Sick on
December 18.

When her sister Pina visited her shortly before her death - Vera had been in a coma
for about three days - contrary to her usual reserve, she told her that she had seen many
things during those days, beautiful things that unfortunately she did not have time to
recount. She had learned of the prayers of Padre Pio and the Good Pope for her, and she
added - referring to Eternal Life - «You all will come to paradise with me, be sure of it».

Liliana Grita also testified that, in the last period, Vera «knew more about Heaven
than about earth». From her life, the following assessment was drawn: «She, suffering so
much, consoled others, infusing them with hope and she did not hesitate to help them».

Finally, many graces attributed to Vera’s interceding mediation concern Christian
hope. Vera - even during the Covid-19 Pandemic - helped many to rediscover the reasons
for hope and was for them a safeguard, a sister in spirit, a help in the priesthood. She
helped a priest who, following a stroke, had forgotten the prayers, unable to articulate them
due to his extreme pain and disorientation. She ensured that many returned to pray, asking
for the healing of a young father struck by haemorrhage.

Sister Maria Ilaria Bossi, Mistress of Novices of the Benedictines of the Most Holy
Sacrament of Ghiffa, also notes how Vera - a sister in spirit - is a soul that directs to Heaven
and accompanies toward Heaven: «I consider her as a sister on the journey to heaven...
Many [...] who recognise themselves in her, and refer to her, in the evangelical journey, in



the race toward heaven».

In summary, it is understood how the entire story of Vera Grita has been supported
not by human hope, by merely looking to “tomorrow”, hoping it would be better than the
present, but by a true theological Hope: «She was serene because faith and hope always
sustained her. Christ was at the centre of her life; from Him, she drew strength. [...] She
was a serene person because she had in her heart the theological Hope, not the superficial
hope [...], but that which derives only from God, which is a gift and prepares us for the
encounter with Him».

In a prayer to Mary of the Work of the Living Tabernacles, one can read: «Lift us
[Mary] from the earth so that from here we may live and be for Heaven, for the Kingdom of
your Son».

It is also nice to remember that Don Gabriello also had to accomplish a pilgrimage
in hope through many trials and difficulties, as he writes in a letter to Vera dated March 4,
1968, from Florence: «However, we must always hope. The presence of difficulties does not
take away the fact that in the end, what is right, good, and beautiful will all triumph. Peace,
order, and joy will return. The man, Son of God, will regain all the glory he had from the
beginning. Man will be saved in Jesus and will find in God every good. Then all the beautiful
things promised by Jesus come to mind, and the soul in Him finds its peace. Come on: now it
is as if we are in combat. The day of victory will come. It is certainty in God».

In the Church of Santa Corona in Pietra Ligure, Vera Grita participated in Mass and
went to pray during her long periods of hospitalisation. Her testimony of faith in the living
presence of Jesus Eucharistic and the Virgin Mary in her short earthly life is a sign of hope
and comfort for those in this place of care who will ask for her help and intercession before
the Lord to be lifted and freed from suffering.

Vera Grita’s journey through daily laborious work also offers a new secular
perspective on holiness, becoming an example of conversion, acceptance, and sanctification
for the ‘poor,” the ‘fragile,” the ‘sick’ who can recognise themselves in her and find hope.

Saint Paul writes, «that the sufferings of the present time are not worth comparing
with the glory that is to be revealed to us». With «impatience», we await to contemplate the
face of God because «in hope we have been saved» (Rom 8:18, 24). Therefore, it is
absolutely necessary to hope against all hope, «Spes contra spem». Because, as Charles
Péguy wrote, Hope is a «irreducible» child. Compared to Faith, which «is a faithful bride»,
and Charity, which «is a Mother», Hope seems, at first glance, to be worth nothing. And
instead, it is exactly the opposite: it will be Hope, writes Péguy, «that came into the world
on Christmas Day» and that «bringing the others, will traverse the worlds».

«Write, Vera of Jesus, 1 will give you light. The flowering tree in spring has borne its
fruits. Many trees will have to bloom again in the appropriate season so that the fruits may



be abundant... I ask you to accept with faith every trial, every pain for Me. You will see the
fruits, the first fruits of the new flowering». (Santa Corona - October 26, 1969 - Feast of
Christ the King - Penultimate message).



