
Ecclesial World Days

Ecclesial World Days

Days of Prayer and Special
Observances
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1 January
World Day of

Peace

Established:
Pope St Paul VI with a
message dated Dec. 8,
1967; first celebrated

Jan. 1, 1968.
History:

Messages Pope Paul VI –
1968-1978

Messages Pope John Paul
II – 1979-2005

Messages Pope Benedict
XVI – 2006-2013

Messages Pope Francis –
2014-2022
Links:

Wikipedia

https://www.donbosco.press/en/ecclesial-world-days/
https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/messages/peace/documents/hf_p-vi_mes_19671208_i-world-day-for-peace.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/messages/peace/documents/hf_p-vi_mes_19671208_i-world-day-for-peace.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/messages/peace.index.html#messages
https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/messages/peace.index.html#messages
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/peace.index.2.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/peace.index.2.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/messages/peace.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/messages/peace.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/peace.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/peace.index.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Day_of_Peace
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6 January
World Missionary
Children’s Day

Established:
Pope Pius XII in December
4, 1950; first celebrated
on January 6, 1951. The
date of celebration in
various countries is

January 6 or the Sunday
following this date.

Links:
Pontifical Society of the

Holy Childhood

3

18-25 January
Week of Prayer
for Christian

Unity

Established:
Pope St Pius X officially
blessed this ecumenical

initiative.
Pope Benedict XV

encouraged the observance
throughout the Catholic
Church with the Breve
Romanorum Pontificum,
February 25, 1916.

Links:
Pontifical Council for

Promoting Christian Unity
Wikipedia

Catholic Encyclopedia 
Catholic Online

https://www.ppoomm.va/en/chi-siamo/le-4-opere-missionarie/posi.html
https://www.ppoomm.va/en/chi-siamo/le-4-opere-missionarie/posi.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xv/it/briefs/documents/hf_ben-xv_briefs_19160225_romanorum-pontificum.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xv/it/briefs/documents/hf_ben-xv_briefs_19160225_romanorum-pontificum.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xv/it/briefs/documents/hf_ben-xv_briefs_19160225_romanorum-pontificum.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/romancuria/en/pontifici-consigli/pontificio-consiglio-per-la-promozione-dellunita-dei-cristiani.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/romancuria/en/pontifici-consigli/pontificio-consiglio-per-la-promozione-dellunita-dei-cristiani.index.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Week_of_Prayer_for_Christian_Unity
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15132a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15132a.htm
https://www.catholic.org/featured/headline.php?ID=3975


4

Third Sunday
in  Ordinary

Time

Sunday of the
Word of God

Established:
Pope Francis in

09/30/2019 via Apostolic
Letter in the form of
Motu proprio Aperuit

illis.
History:

2020; 2021; 2022
Wikipedia
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2 February
World Day for

Consecrated Life

Established:
Pope St John Paul II in

Jan. 6,1997; first
celebrated Feb. 2, 1997.

History:
Messages Pope John Paul

II – 1997-2005
Homilies Pope Benedict

XVI – 2006-2013
Messages Pope Francis –

2014-2022
Links:

Congregation for
Institutes of Consecrated

Life and Societies of
Apostolic Life

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/motu_proprio/documents/papa-francesco-motu-proprio-20190930_aperuit-illis.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/motu_proprio/documents/papa-francesco-motu-proprio-20190930_aperuit-illis.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200126_omelia-domenicadellaparoladidio.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2021/documents/papa-francesco_20210124_omelia-domenicadellaparoladidio.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2022/documents/20220123_omelia-domenicadellaparoladidio.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aperuit_illis
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/consecrated_life/documents/hf_jp-ii_mes_06011997_i-consecrated-life-day.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/consecrated_life/documents/hf_jp-ii_mes_06011997_i-consecrated-life-day.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/consecrated_life.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/consecrated_life.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccscrlife/documents/rc_con_ccscrlife_giornate-mondiali-vita-consacrata_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccscrlife/documents/rc_con_ccscrlife_giornate-mondiali-vita-consacrata_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/consecrated_life.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/consecrated_life.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/romancuria/en/congregazioni/congregazione-per-gli-istituti-di-vita-consacrata-e-le-societa-d.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/romancuria/en/congregazioni/congregazione-per-gli-istituti-di-vita-consacrata-e-le-societa-d.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/romancuria/en/congregazioni/congregazione-per-gli-istituti-di-vita-consacrata-e-le-societa-d.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/romancuria/en/congregazioni/congregazione-per-gli-istituti-di-vita-consacrata-e-le-societa-d.index.html


6

11 February
World Day of the

Sick

Established:
Pope St John Paul II in
May 13, 1992; first

celebrated Feb. 11, 1993.
History:

Messages Pope John Paul
II – 1993-2005

Messages Pope Benedict
XVI – 2006-2013

Messages Pope Francis –
2014-2022
Links:

Dicastery for Promoting
Integral Human
Development
Wikipedia
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Good Friday
World Day for

the Works of the
Holy Land

Established:
Pope St Paul VI on 25

March 1974, in Apostolic
Exhortation Nobis in
animo – “Collecta pro

Locis Sanctis”
Links:

Custodia Terrae Sanctae

https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/sick.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/sick.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/messages/sick.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/messages/sick.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/sick.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/sick.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/romancuria/en/dicasteri/dicastero-per-il-servizio-dello-sviluppo-umano-integrale.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/romancuria/en/dicasteri/dicastero-per-il-servizio-dello-sviluppo-umano-integrale.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/romancuria/en/dicasteri/dicastero-per-il-servizio-dello-sviluppo-umano-integrale.index.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Day_of_the_Sick
https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/it/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_p-vi_exh_19740325_nobis-in-animo.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/it/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_p-vi_exh_19740325_nobis-in-animo.html
https://www.custodia.org/en
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Fourth Sunday
of Easter

known as "Good
Shepherd
Sunday"

World Day of
Prayer for
Vocations

Established:
Pope St Paul VI on Jan.

23, 1964; first
celebrated April 12, 1964

History:
Messages Pope Paul VI –

1964-1978
Messages Pope John Paul

II – 1979-2005
Messages Pope Benedict

XVI – 2006-2013
Messages Pope Francis –

2014-2022
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The Ascension
of the Lord

World
Communications

Day

Established:
Vat. Council II decree in
1963; celebrated by Pope
St Paul VI the first time

in May 7, 1967.
History:

Messages Pope Paul VI –
1967-1978

Messages Pope John Paul
II – 1979-2005

Messages Pope Benedict
XVI – 2006-2013

Messages Pope Francis –
2014-2022
Links:

Dicastery for
Communication

https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/messages/vocations.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/messages/vocations.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/vocations.index.2.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/vocations.index.2.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/messages/vocations.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/messages/vocations.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/vocations.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/vocations.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/messages/communications/documents/hf_p-vi_mes_19670507_i-com-day.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/messages/communications/documents/hf_p-vi_mes_19670507_i-com-day.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/messages/communications.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/messages/communications.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/communications.index.2.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/communications.index.2.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/messages/communications.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/messages/communications.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/communications.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/communications.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/romancuria/en/dicasteri/dicastero-per-la-comunicazione.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/romancuria/en/dicasteri/dicastero-per-la-comunicazione.index.html
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24 May
Day of Prayer
for the Church

in China

Established:
Letter of the Holy Father
pope Benedict XVI to the

bishops, priests,
consecrated persons and
lay faithful of the

Catholic Church in the
People’s Republic of
China, 27.05.2007.

"19. […] the date 24 May
could in the future

become an occasion for
the Catholics of the

whole world to be united
in prayer with the Church
which is in China. […] I
would like that date to
be kept by you as a day
of prayer for the Church

in China."

https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/letters/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_let_20070527_china.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/letters/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_let_20070527_china.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/letters/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_let_20070527_china.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/letters/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_let_20070527_china.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/letters/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_let_20070527_china.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/letters/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_let_20070527_china.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/letters/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_let_20070527_china.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/letters/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_let_20070527_china.html
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The most
Sacred Heart
of Jesus

World Day of
Prayer for the
Sanctification

of Priests

Established:
Initiative of: Fr Mario

Venturini (Chioggia, 1886
– Trent, 1957) and Fr

Eugenio Bernardi (Trent,
1888 – 1957) in 1947.

In 1948 Pius XII, decided
to extend it to the whole
Church by fixing it on

the day when the
Solemnity of the Sacred

Heart of Jesus is
celebrated.

Reconfirmed by Pope St
John Paul II in his

Letter to Priests on the
occasion of Holy Thursday

in 1995.
Links:

Congregation for the
Clergy

https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/letters/1995/documents/hf_jp-ii_let_25031995_priests.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/letters/1995/documents/hf_jp-ii_let_25031995_priests.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/letters/1995/documents/hf_jp-ii_let_25031995_priests.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/romancuria/en/congregazioni/congregazione-per-il-clero.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/romancuria/en/congregazioni/congregazione-per-il-clero.index.html
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Last Sunday in
June

Pope’s World Day
for Charity

Established:
The Anglo-Saxons, after
their conversion at the
end of the 8th century,

decided to send an annual
contribution to the Holy
Father on a stable basis.
Thus the "Denarius Sancti
Petri" (Peters Pence),

came into being a
practice, which spread to

European countries.
It was later blessed by
Blessed Pope Pius IX,

with the Encyclical Saepe
venerabilis of August 5,

1871.
Links:

Peter’s Pence
Holy See
Wikipedia
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Last Sunday in
July

World Day for
Grandparents and

the Elderly

Established:
Pope Francis in 2021.

Announced at the Angelus
on January 31, 2021.

Celebrated for the first
time on July 25, 2021.

History:
Messages Pope Francis –

2021-2022

https://www.vatican.va/content/pius-ix/it/documents/epistola-encyclica-saepe-venerabiles-5-augusti-1871.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/pius-ix/it/documents/epistola-encyclica-saepe-venerabiles-5-augusti-1871.html
https://www.obolodisanpietro.va/en.html
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/secretariat_state/obolo_spietro/documents/history_en.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter's_Pence
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/nonni/documents/20210531-messaggio-nonni-anziani.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/nonni/documents/20210531-messaggio-nonni-anziani.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/nonni.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/nonni.index.html
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1 September
World Day of

Prayer for the
Care of Creation

Established:
Pope Francis in 2015 with
the Encyclical Laudato
Sì; first celebrated on

September 1, 2015.
Links:

Wikipedia
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Last Sunday in
September

World Day of
Migrants and
Refugees

Established:
Pope Benedict XV in

December 6, 1914, first
celebrated on September
1, 2015, on the first
Sunday of Lent; since

2002 it was celebrated in
January, on the second
Sunday after Epiphany;
since 2019 it has been
celebrated on the last
Sunday of September.

History:
Messages Pope Paul VI –

1968-1978
Messages Pope John Paul

II – 1978-2005
Messages Pope Benedict

XVI – 2006-2013
Messages Pope Francis –

2014-2022
Links:

Migrants and Refugees
Section

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laudato_si'
https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/messages/migration.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/messages/migration.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/migration.index.2.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/migration.index.2.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/messages/migration.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/messages/migration.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/migration.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/migration.index.html
https://migrants-refugees.va/
https://migrants-refugees.va/
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Penultimate
Sunday in
October

World Mission
Sunday

Established:
Pope Pius XII in 1926 to
establish a solidarity

fund, for mission
churches; first

celebrated Oct. 17, 1926.
History:

Messages Pope Paul VI –
1963-1978

Messages Pope John Paul
II – 1979-2005

Messages Pope Benedict
XVI – 2006-2012

Messages Pope Francis –
2014-2022
Links:

Pontifical Mission
Societies
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1 November –
All Saints

World Day of
Universal

Sanctification

Established:
in 1957. Promoted by the
Pro Sanctitate Movement
founded in 1947 by the

Servant of God, Guglielmo
Giaquinta.

https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/messages/missions.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/messages/missions.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/missions.index.2.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/missions.index.2.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/messages/missions.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/messages/missions.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/missions.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/missions.index.html
https://www.ppoomm.va/en.html
https://www.ppoomm.va/en.html
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33rd Sunday of
Ordinary Time

World Day of the
Poor

Established:
Pope Francis in 2016 at

the end of the Jubilee of
Mercy, through the
apostolic letter

Misericordia et misera;
celebrated for the first

time on Nov. 19.
History:

Messages Pope Francis –
2017-2022
Links:

Congregation for the
Evangelization of Peoples
Office of Papal Charities

19
11 November –

The
Presentation
of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

World Day of
Cloistered
Religious

Established:
Pope Pius XII in 1953,
Pro orantibus, on the

feast of the Presentation
of the Blessed Virgin
Mary; first celebrated

Nov. 21, 1953

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20161120_misericordia-et-misera.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/poveri.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/poveri.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/romancuria/en/congregazioni/congregazione-per-levangelizzazione-dei-popoli.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/romancuria/en/congregazioni/congregazione-per-levangelizzazione-dei-popoli.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/romancuria/en/istituzioni-collegate-con-la-santa-sede/elemosineria-apostolica.index.html
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Last Sunday in
November.

Solemnity of
our Lord Jesus
Christ, King

of the
Universe

World Youth Day
(at diocesan

level)

Established:
Pope St John Paul II in
1985 at the celebration
of the Holy Year of
Redemption; first

celebrated in Rome on
March 23, 1986.

Originally set on Palm
Sunday, it was moved by
Pope Francis to the

Solemnity of Christ the
King (the Sunday between
Nov. 20 and Nov. 26)
starting in 2021.

History:
Messages Pope John Paul

II – 1987-2005
Messages Pope Benedict

XVI – 2006-2013
Messages Pope Francis –

2014-2022
Links:

Dicastery for the Laity,
the Family and Life

Wikipedia

https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/youth.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/youth.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/messages/youth.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/messages/youth.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/youth.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/youth.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/romancuria/en/dicasteri/dicastero-per-i-laici--la-famiglia-e-la-vita.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/romancuria/en/dicasteri/dicastero-per-i-laici--la-famiglia-e-la-vita.index.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Youth_Day

