
⏱ ️Reading time: 2 min.

San Giovanni Bosco recounts in a “good night” the result of a long plea to Mary Help
of Christians: to understand the main cause of eternal damnation. The answer,
received in repeated dreams, is shocking in its simplicity: the lack of a firm,
concrete resolution at the end of Confession. Without a sincere decision to change
one’s life, even the sacrament becomes ineffective and sins are repeated.

            A solemn warning: Why do so many go to destruction? Because they do not
make good resolutions when they go to confession.

            At the “Good Night” on May 31, 1873, Don Bosco gave his pupils a serious
warning, which. he said, was “the result of his humble prayers” and came from the
Lord:

            Throughout the whole month of May-he said-particularly during the novena
of Mary, Help of Christians, I constantly offered Masses and prayers to Our Lord and
the Blessed Virgin imploring them to let me know what, most of alL drags souls into
hell. I do not say now that the Lord did or did not enlighten me. I only say that
almost every night I dreamed that this is due to the lack of firm resolves in
confessions. I seemed to see boys leaving church after confession, their heads
sprouting two horns.
            What causes this? I asked myself. Ah, this is due to feeble resolutions. That’s
why so many go frequently to confession but never mend their ways and keep
confessing the same sins over and over again. There are some (I am only
conjecturing. not going on anything heard in confession, because of the seal) who at
the start of the school year were doing rather poorly in studies and are still doing no
better: there are others who griped and are still griping. I thought it best to let you
know this, because it is the result of my humble prayers and because it does come
from the Lord.

            Publicly he gave no other details, but undoubtedly he took advantage of this
dream to encourage and admonish. What little he did say and the way he said it
constituted a grave warning, such as should frequently be given to our boys.
(BM X, 48-49)


