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In various parts of the world the time is approaching when some young people, attracted by
God’s grace, are preparing to say their “Fiat” in the following of Christ, according to the
charism that God has instituted through St John Bosco. What would be the dispositions with
which they should approach joining the Salesian Society of St John Bosco? The saint himself
tells us in a letter addressed to his sons (MB VIII, 828-830).

            On Pentecost Sunday [1867] Don Bosco addressed a letter to all Salesians
concerning the goal a candidate should have in mind when seeking admission to the
Salesian Society. He also stated that the Society’s definitive approval might not be long in
coming. However, pertinent documents on hand give no such assurance. Since Don Bosco’s
personally written letter is dated “May 24, Feast of Mary, Help of Christians,” we feel that it
may have been this feast which inspired him to write and perhaps gave him a more vivid
vision of the future. Be that as it may, he had several copies of his letter made, and then he
himself changed the date and addressed each respectively: To Father Bonetti and to My
Dear Sons of St. Francis de Sales at Mirabello; To Father Lemoyne and to My Dear Sons of
St. Francis de Sales at Lanzo. He also signed them himself and added the postscript: “Let
the director read and explain as he judges necessary.”
Here is the copy addressed to the Salesians at the Oratory:

            “To Father Rua and to My Beloved Sons of St Francis de Sales in Turin.

Before long our Society may be definitively approved. I therefore feel the need frequently to
communicate with you, my dear sons. Being unable at times to do so personally, I will try to
reach you by letter.

First I shall treat of the general purpose of our Society, leaving the explanation of our rules
to some other occasion.

The primary aim of our Society is the sanctification of its members. On entering it,
therefore, everyone must discard any other intention and concern. It would be wrong to
enter in order to enjoy a tranquil life, complete one’s education, or free oneself of parental
or other authority. This would hardly be a response to Christ’s call. Such a person would be
seeking temporal advantages, not his spiritual good. Our Savior praised the Apostles and
promised them an eternal kingdom not because they had abandoned the world, but because
they had abandoned it in order to follow Him through thick and thin; this they indeed did,



wearing themselves out with work, penance, and suffering, and finally undergoing
martyrdom.

It would also be wrong for anyone to enter or remain in this Society with the notion that he
is necessary. From the Superior General down to the last member, let everyone keep
well in mind that nobody is necessary to the Society. God alone is its head, its absolute,
necessary master. Its members must therefore turn to Him as to their head, true master and
rewarder. Those who join this Society should work, obey, and abandon all worldly
possessions exclusively for God’s sake so that, at the end of their lives, they can tell their
Savior, “Behold, we have left all and followed You. What then shall we have?” [Matt. 19:27]

By saying that one should enter the Society only to serve God more perfectly and do
good to himself, we mean his true good, his spiritual eternal good. Anyone who seeks an
easy, comfortable life in our Society is not rightly motivated. Our basic motive must stem
from Our Lord’s words that whoever wishes to be His disciple must sell his possessions, give
to the poor, and then follow Him. But where can we follow Him, since He had nowhere to
lay His weary head? He explains that we must follow Him in prayer, in penance, especially
in self-denial, in accepting our daily crosses … “Let him deny his very self, take up his cross
each day, and follow Me.” [Luke 9, 23] Till when? Till death and, if necessary, even till death
on the cross.

This is what one does in our Society when he wears himself out in the sacred ministry, in
teaching or in other priestly work till death, till even a violent death through imprisonment,
exile, sword, fire, or water. Then, after having suffered and died with Jesus Christ on earth,
he will join Him in the happiness of heaven.

This is how I understand Saint Paul’s words to all Christians: “Whoever wishes to rejoice
with Christ must also suffer with Christ.”

After entering the Society with these good dispositions, a member must be undemanding
and willing to accept any task-even the most menial- readily and cheerfully because what
matters before God is not the task itself but the intention with which it is done. All jobs are
equally noble because they are all equally meritorious in God’s sight.

My dear sons, trust your superiors. They shall have to give God a strict account of your
actions. Hence they study your abilities and inclinations and use them in a manner
compatible with your strength, but always in accordance with what seems best for God’s
greater glory and the good of souls.



If applicants enter our Society with these intentions, our houses will certainly be an earthly
paradise. Peace and concord will reign, charity will guide superiors, and obedience and
respect will anticipate their decisions, their undertakings, and even their wishes. Thus we
shall have a family of brothers around a father, all united to promote God’s glory on earth so
as to be with Him some day and praise Him in the immense glory of the blessed in heaven.

May God abundantly bless you and your efforts. May He sanctify your activities and help
you persevere in doing good.

Turin, 9 June 1867, Pentecost Day.
Affectionately yours in Jesus Christ,
Father John Bosco


