
⏱ ️Reading time: 3 min.

In these times, where day after day the news communicates experiences of conflict,
war, and hatred, how great is the risk that we as believers end up being drawn into
a reading of events reduced merely to a political level, or limit ourselves to taking
sides for one faction or another with arguments tied to our own way of seeing
things, our own interpretation of reality.

In Jesus’ discourse following the Beatitudes, there is a series of “small/great
lessons” that the Lord offers. They always begin with the verse “you have heard
that it was said”. In one of these, the Lord recalls the ancient saying “an eye for an
eye and a tooth for a tooth” (Mt 5:38).
Outside the logic of the Gospel, this law is not only uncontested but may even be
taken as a rule expressing how to settle scores with those who have offended us.
Obtaining revenge is perceived as a right, even a duty.
Jesus presents himself before this logic with a completely different, wholly opposite
proposal. To what we have heard, Jesus says, “But I say to you” (Mt 5:39). And here
as Christians, we must be very careful. The words of Jesus that follow are important
not only in themselves but because they express in a very concise way His entire
message. Jesus does not come to tell us there is another way to interpret reality. He
does not approach us to broaden the spectrum of opinions about earthly matters,
particularly those touching our lives. Jesus is not just another opinion – He himself
embodies the alternative to the law of revenge.
The phrase, “but I say to you,” is fundamentally important because now it is no
longer just the spoken word, but Jesus himself. What Jesus communicates to us, He
lives. When Jesus says, “do not resist an evil person; if anyone slaps you on the
right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also” (Mt 5:39), He lived these very words
himself. Certainly, we cannot say of Jesus that He preaches well but acts poorly in
His message.

Returning to our times, these words of Jesus risk being perceived as the words of a
weak person, reactions of someone no longer capable of responding but only of
enduring. Indeed, when we look at Jesus offering Himself completely on the wood of
the Cross, this may be the impression we get. Yet we know perfectly well that the
sacrifice on the cross is the fruit of a life that begins with the phrase “but I say to
you”. Because everything Jesus told us, he ultimately took upon Himself fully. And
by taking it fully, He managed to pass from the cross to victory. Jesus’ logic
apparently communicates a losing personality. But we know well that the message



Jesus left us, which He lived fully, is the medicine this world desperately needs
today.

Being prophets of forgiveness means embracing good as a response to evil. It
means having the determination that the power of evil will not condition my way of
seeing and interpreting reality. Forgiveness is not the response of the weak.
Forgiveness is the most eloquent sign of that freedom which can recognise the
wounds evil leaves behind, but those same wounds will never become a powder keg
fuelling revenge and hatred.
Responding to evil with evil only widens and deepens humanity’s wounds. Peace
and harmony do not grow on the soil of hatred and revenge.

Being prophets of gratuity requires from us the ability to look upon the poor and the
needy, not with the logic of profit, but with the logic of charity. The poor do not
choose to be poor, but those who are well-off have the possibility to choose
generosity, kindness, and compassion. How different the world would be if our
political leaders in this scenario of growing conflicts and wars had the wisdom to
look at those who pay the price in these divisions – the poor, the marginalised,
those who cannot escape because they cannot manage so do so.
If we start from a purely horizontal reading, there is cause for despair. We have no
choice but to remain closed in our grumbling and criticisms. And yet, no! We are
educators of the young. We know well that these young people in our world are
seeking reference points of a healthy humanity, of political leaders capable of
interpreting reality with criteria of justice and peace. But when our young people
look around, we know well they perceive only the emptiness of a poor vision of life.
We who are committed to the education of the young have a great responsibility. It
is not enough to comment on the darkness left by an almost complete absence of
leadership. It is not enough to remark that there are no proposals capable of
igniting young people’s memory. It falls to each of us to light that candle of hope in
this darkness, to offer examples of humanity fulfilled in daily life.
Truly, it is worth being prophets of forgiveness and gratuity today.


