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Dear Confreres, dear Collaborators in our Educative Pastoral Communities, dear
young people,

            Allow me to share with you this message that comes from the depths of my
heart. I communicate it with all the affection, appreciation and esteem I have for
each and every one of you as you are engaged in the mission of being educators,
pastors and animators of young people on all continents.
            We are all aware that the education of young people increasingly requires
significant adult figures, people with a solid moral backbone, capable of
transmitting hope and vision for their future.
            While we are all committed to walking with young people, welcoming them
into our homes, offering them educational opportunities of every kind and type, in
the variety of environments in which we work, we are also aware of the cultural,
social and economic challenges we face.
            Alongside these challenges, which are part of every pastoral educational
process, since it is always a continuous dialogue with earthly realities, we recognise
that, as a consequence of situations of wars and armed conflicts in various parts of
the world, the call we are living is becoming more complex and difficult. All this has
an effect on the commitment we are carrying out. Yet, it is encouraging to see that
despite the difficulties we face, we are determined to continue living our mission
with conviction.
            In recent months, the message of Pope Francis and now the words of Pope
Leo XIV have continually invited the world to face this painful situation, which
seems like a spiral that is growing at an alarming rate. We know that wars never
bring peace. We are aware, and some of us are experiencing it first-hand, that
every armed conflict and every war brings suffering, pain and increases all kinds of
poverty. We all know that those who ultimately pay the price for such situations are
the displaced, the elderly, children and young people who find themselves without a
present and without a future.
            For this reason, dear confreres, dear collaborators and young people
throughout the world, I would kindly ask you that on the feast of the Rector Major,
which is a tradition dating back to the time of Don Bosco, every community around
the feast day of the Rector Major celebrate the Holy Eucharist for peace.
            It is an invitation to prayer that finds its source in the sacrifice of Christ,
crucified and risen. A prayer as a testimony so that no one remains indifferent in a
world situation shaken by a growing number of conflicts.



            This is our gesture of solidarity with all those, especially Salesians, lay
people and young people, who at this particular moment, with great courage and
determination, continue to live the Salesian mission in situations marked by war.
They are Salesians, lay people and young people who ask for and appreciate the
solidarity of the whole Congregation, human solidarity, spiritual solidarity,
charismatic solidarity.
            While I and the entire General Council are doing everything possible to be
very close to everyone in a concrete way, I believe that at this particular moment,
such a sign of closeness and encouragement should be given by the whole
Congregation.
            To you, our dear brothers and sisters in Myanmar, Ukraine, the Middle East,
Ethiopia, East of Democratic Republic of Congo, Nigeria, Haiti and Central America,
we want to say loudly that we are with you. We thank you for your witness. We
assure you of our human and spiritual closeness.
            We continue to pray for the gift of peace. We continue to pray for our
confreres, lay people and young people who in very challenging situations continue
to hope and pray for peace to emerge. Their example, their self-giving and their
belonging to the charism of Don Bosco are a powerful witness for us. They, together
with many consecrated persons, priests and committed lay people, are modern
martyrs, living witnesses engaged in education and evangelisation who, despite
everything, as true shepherds and ministers of evangelical charity, continue to love,
believe and hope for a better future.
            All of us accept this call to solidarity with all our hearts. Thank you.
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