Episcopal ordination of
Cardinal Angel Fernéandez
Artime

The Holy See announced in a press release issued by the Press
Office on 5 March 2024 that Pope Francis has decided on the
episcopal ordination of Cardinal Angel Fernédndez Artime, sdb,
Rector Major of the Salesian Society of Saint John Bosco,
assigning him the titular See of Ursona, with archiepiscopal
dignity. It 1is an ancient episcopal see in Spain (4th
century), which was located in the city of Ossuna, suffragan
of the archdiocese of Seville, and since 1969 has been counted
among the titular episcopal sees of the Catholic Church.

The episcopal ordination takes place in accordance with Pope
John XXIII's Apostolic Motu Proprio, Cum Gravissima, on the
episcopal dignity to be conferred on all cardinals (15 April
1962), and is scheduled for 20 April next.

He is the first Rector Major to be appointed cardinal and also
the first Rector Major to be appointed archbishop of the
Catholic Church.

Following this elevation to the cardinalate, various events
have taken place and others will follow:

— 9 July 2023, at the end of the Angelus, Pope Francis
announced his creation as a cardinal;

— 30 September 2023, he was created a cardinal, receiving the
cardinal’s biretta and ring in the Ordinary Public Consistory;

— 4 October 2023, he took office in the Roman Curia, being
appointed a member of the Dicastery for Institutes of
Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life (DIVCSVA);

— 17 December 2023, he took possession of the diaconate of
Mary Help of Christians in Via Tuscolana;

— 20 April 2024, he is scheduled for episcopal ordination; it
will be done through the laying on of hands and the prayer of
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ordination by Card. Emil Paul TSCHERRIG, Apostolic Nuncio
Emeritus in Italy and in the Republic of San Marino, who will
be joined by His Eminence Cardinal Cristébal LOPEZ ROMANO.
Cristdbal LOPEZ ROMERO, sdb, Archbishop of Rabat (Morocco) and
Bishop Lucas VAN LOOY, sdb, Bishop Emeritus of Ghent
(Belgium). The celebration will take place in the Papal
Basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore in Rome and will begin at
3.30 p.m;

— 16 August 2024, end of mandate as Rector Major and beginning
of his service at the Holy See, according to the mission that
will be entrusted to him.

His successor at the head of the Salesian Congregation will be
elected at the 29th General Chapter of the Congregation (which
will take place from 16 February to 12 April 2025), which has
already been convoked, according to the Salesian
Constitutions.

We wish our Rector Major, Cardinal Angel, every success in his
service to the Universal Church.



