Faith, our shield and our
victory (1876)

“When I devoted myself to this part of the sacred ministry, I
intended to consecrate all my efforts to the greater glory of
God and the benefit of souls; I intended to work to make good
citizens on this earth, so that they might one day be worthy
inhabitants of heaven. May God help me to continue in this way
until the last breath of my life.” (Don Bosco)

The boys were not the only ones eagerly waiting to hear Don
Bosco’s dream. He kept his promise a day late in his “Good
Night” of June 30, the feast of Corpus Christi.

I am happy to see you (he began). How many angelic faces I see
turned toward me (general laughter). I was afraid that I would
frighten you by telling you this dream. If I had an angelic
face, I would say “look at me!” and all your fears would
vanish. Unfortunately I am but clay, the same as you.
Nevertheless, we are made in God’s likeness, and I can say
with St. Paul that you are “my joy and my crown.” However, do
not be surprised if you find a few rough edges in the crown.
But let us get on to the dream. I was rather unwilling to tell
you about it lest it frighten you, but then, I thought, a
father should keep no secrets from his children, especially if
he feels they are concerned and should know what their father
thinks and does. So I made up my mind to tell you the dream in
every detail. I only beg you not to give it any more
importance than you would any other dream. Choose what you
like best, whatever helps you most. We all know that people
are asleep when they dream (general laughter), but you must
also know that I did not have this dream last night. It came
two weeks ago, as you were ending your spiritual retreat. I
had long prayed to the Lord to show me my sons’ state of
conscience, how they could be helped to grow stronger
spiritually, and how certain bad habits could be uprooted from
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their hearts. This was my anxious concern, especially during
this spiritual retreat.

Thank God, the retreat went very well for both students and
artisans. But the Lord did not end His mercy there. He chose
to give me the privilege to read into the boys’' consciences
much as one would read a book. More astounding, I not only saw
each one’'s present condition but also whatever he would
undergo in the future. This happened in a way which truly
astonished me because never before have I been enabled to see
so well, so clearly, so openly into future events and into my
boys’ consciences. This was the first time. I had also prayed
a great deal to the Blessed Virgin Mary that She would favor
me by having none of you harbor a demon in his heart, and I
trust that this request has also been granted, since I have
reason to believe that you all opened your consciences to me.
Well, then, lost in these thoughts and pleading with the Lord
to let me know what would be helpful and what would be harmful
to my dear sons’ souls, I got into bed and my dream began.

This preamble began with expressions of innate, deep humility
but ended with an assertion which precludes any doubt about
the supernatural nature of the dream-which may well be
entitled: Faith, Our Shield and Our Victory.

I seemed to be at the Oratory in the midst of my boys, my
glory and crown. It was evening. Dusk was just settling, so
one could see but dimly. As I was walking from this portico
toward the main gate, an unbelievably huge crowd of boys
closed in about me, as you do because we are friends. Some had
come to say hello, others to tell me something. Saying a word
here and there, I slowly made my way to the center of the
playground. Suddenly I heard drawn out moans and sobs followed
by a resounding roar with intermingling boyish screams and
wild shrieks which seemed to come from the main entrance. The
students ran there to see what was happening, but almost
immediately they ran back madly to us along with the terrified
artisans. Many artisans had already fled from the gate to the
other end of the playground.

As the cries and howls of pain and hopelessness kept



increasing, I anxiously asked what was happening and tried to
shove forward to help, but the boys about me wouldn’t let me.
“Let me go,” I cried. “Let me see what is happening to
frighten everyone so.”

“No, no, please don’'t go!” they shouted. “Stay away. There'’s a
monster which will swallow you up. Run away with us! Don’t go
there!”

But I wanted to see and, shaking off the boys, I got close to
the artisans’ playground.

“Look out!” the boys screamed. “Look out!”

“What’s wrong?”

“Look! Back there!”

I turned in the direction indicated and saw a horrid animal.
At first I thought that it was a giant lion, but it was
nothing like an earthly lion. I gazed intently at it. It was
monstrous; it looked like a bear, but seemed more ferocious
and was far more terrifying. It had an undersized rump but
enormous shoulders and a huge belly. Overly large too was its
head, with grotesquely cavernous jaws, open wide, ready to
swallow a person at one bite. Its mouth sprouted two thick,
long, pointed tusks shaped like sharp swords.

I stepped back among the boys, who kept asking what they were
to do, but I was frightened too and at a loss. “I wish I could
tell you,” I replied, “but 1 don’'t know myself. Just now let’s
stay together under the porticoes.”

No sooner had I said this than the bear stalked into the
second playground and made its way toward us with a slow heavy
tread as though assured of its prey. We drew back in terror
until we stood here under this portico, the boys clinging fast
to me and all eyes centered on me. “Don Bosco, what should we
do?” they pleaded. I kept looking at them in silence, not
knowing what action to take. Finally I exclaimed, “Let’s turn
back to the farther end of the portico, where Our Lady’s
statue stands. Let’s kneel and pray more fervently than usual
so that She may tell us what to do and what kind of a monster
this is, and so that She may rescue us. If it is just a wild
animal of some kind, we shall manage to kill it somehow; if it



is a demon, Mary will come to our aid. Don’t be afraid. Our
heavenly Mother will see to our safety.”

Meanwhile the beast kept up its slow approach, belly close to
the ground, crouching and preparing to spring and seize us.

We fell to our knees in prayer. It was a moment of utter
helplessness. The huge monster had gotten so close that in one
leap it could be upon us. Then, all at once-I don’t know how
or when-we found ourselves on the other side of the wall in
the clerics’ dining room.

In the center I could see Our Lady. I am not sure, but She
looked like the statue we have here in the portico or the one
in the dining room itself, or maybe like the statue atop the
dome or the one inside the church. But, be it as it may, there
She stood, aglow with a brilliance which blazed through the
dining room now grown a hundred times in breadth and height.
She shone like the sun at midday, thronged by saints and
angels.

The dining room seemed like heaven. Her 1lips moved as though
She wished to say something to us.

We were a countless crowd in that dining hall. Astonishment
had replaced terror in our hearts. The eyes of all were upon
the Madonna.

“Do not be afraid,” She reassured us in the gentlest of tones.
“My divine Son is just testing you.”

I looked carefully at the persons brilliant in glory who
surrounded the Blessed Virgin and recognized Father
Alasonatti, Father Ruffino, a certain Brother Michael of the
Christian Schools, whom some of you knew, and my own brother
Joseph. I saw others too who had once attended our Oratory or
belonged to our Congregation and are now in heaven. In their
company I also saw several others who are living today.
Suddenly, one of those about the Blessed Virgin loudly
announced, “Surgamus! Let us rise!” Since we were already
standing, we could not understand his command.

“Why surgamus? We are already on our feet.”

“Surgamus!” he repeated in stentorian tones. The boys looked
at me, thoroughly surprised and still, waiting for directions



because they had no idea of what to do. I turned toward the
one who had given the command and asked, “What do you want us
to do? What does surgamus mean, since we are already on our
feet?”

“Surgamus!” he again ordered in a stronger tone. The order
made no sense to me; it was incomprehensible.

As I was standing on a table for better control of the crowd,
one of those who thronged around the Blessed Virgin addressed
me in a wondrously powerful voice. The boys listened intently
as he said to me, “You are a priest and should understand what
this surgamus means. When you offer Holy Mass, do you not say
sursum corda [lift up your hearts] every day? Are you speaking
about the physical act of standing up? Don’t you mean instead
the uplifting of the heart’s love to God?”

Turning to the boys I instantly shouted, “Up, up with your
hearts, my sons! Let us strengthen our faith and raise our
hearts to God. Let us make an act of love and repentance. Let
us earnestly strive to pray with lively fervor. Let us trust
in God.” I gave a sign and we all knelt down. Moments later,
as we softly prayed in an outburst of confidence, we again
heard a voice ordering, “Surgite! Rise!” Leaping to our feet,
we all felt that we were being lifted from the ground by some
kind of supernatural power — how high I cannot say, but I know
that we were all raised quite a distance above the ground. I
have no idea what supported us. I do recall that I held fast
to the sill or frame of a window. All the boys were clinging
to windows or doors — one gripping here and one there, some
holding on to iron bars or stout spikes, some others to the
cornices of the ceiling. We were all hanging in the air, and I
wondered that none of us fell to the floor.

Then, behold, the monster we had seen in the playground
stormed into the dining room, followed by a vast herd of other
wild animals. They stamped about the dining hall growling
frightfully, straining for combat and ready to pounce upon us
at any moment. But, though they kept eyeing us, staring with
bloodshot eyes and tossing their heads, they did not
immediately attack us. We looked down on them from above.



Clinging for life to that window, I thought, Were I to fall,
how horribly they would tear me to shreds!

Caught as we were in these strange positions, we heard Our
Lady sing out the words of St. Paul: Sumite ergo scutumfidei
inexpugnabile. [Take up, therefore, the impregnable shield of
faith. cf. Eph. 6, 16] So harmonious was the sound, so full,
so sublimely melodious, that we listened ecstatically. Every
note could be heard from the lowest to highest, and we thought
that a hundred voices had blended into one.

Intent upon this heavenly song, we noticed a number of
graceful young lads, who had descended from heaven on wings,
leave Our Lady’s side and draw near to us. They bore shields
in their hands and put one up against the heart of each boy.
They were large shields, sparkling in beauty and reflecting
the light which shone from the Madonna. It was a heavenly
sight. Each shield seemed to have a steel center, surrounded
by a large ring of diamonds, and the whole shield was edged in
purest gold. It was all one could hope for in beauty,
sweetness, and melody.

As I gazed about me. lost in the music, I was startled by a
booming voice which cried: Ad pugnam! [To arms!] Then the wild
beasts began stamping about furiously. In a flash we all found
ourselves on the floor, each on his feet, each engaged in
deadly combat with those monsters, protected only by our
divine shields. I can’t say whether the struggle took place
inside the dining hall or out in the playground. The heavenly
choir did not interrupt its singing. The monsters rushed at us
as smoke streamed from their gaping mouths along with leaden
balls, spears, arrows, and weapons of all kinds. But these
weapons either missed us or hit our shields and bounced off.
Our adversaries were bent on wounding and slaughtering us, and
they kept hurling themselves against us, but all in vain.
Meeting us head on, they smashed their fangs and were forced
to flee. In waves these hordes of frightful monsters assailed
us, but all met with the same fate.

It was a lengthy battle, but finally we heard Our Lady saying:
Haec est victoria vestra, quae vincit mundum, fides vestra.



[This is the victory that overcomes the world: your faith-cf.
IJn. 5, 4.]

At Her voice, the entire herd of frightened beasts balked and,
dashing headlong, disappeared, leaving us safe, free,
victorious in that immense dining hall, still ablaze with the
brilliance emanating from the Madonna.

Then I carefully studied the faces of those who bore the
shields. They were an immense number. Among others I could see
Father Alasonatti, Father Ruffino. my brother Joseph, and the
Christian Brother who had fought by our side.

But the boys could not take their eyes away from the Blessed
Virgin. She was chanting a canticle of thanksgiving which
gladdened us with a new joy and an ecstasy beyond words. I
doubt that a lovelier canticle can be heard in heaven itself.
Suddenly our happiness was rudely broken by blood-curdling
shrieks and cries intermingled with bellowing roars. Were some
of our boys being torn to pieces by the wild beasts which had
fled the scene but moments before? I immediately tried to rush
out and help these sons, but I could not because the boys kept
restraining me and firmly refused to let me out of the room. I
struggled to free myself. “Let me go to help those poor boys,”
I begged. “I want to see them. If they are hurt or killed, I
want to die with them. I must go, even if it costs me my
life.” Tearing myself from those who were holding me, I dashed
out to the portico. Oh, what horror! The playground was strewn
with the dead, the dying and the wounded. Boys, panicking with
fear, tried to flee in all directions, only to be pursued by
those monsters which pounced on them, sinking their fangs into
their arms and legs, tearing them to pieces. Every second some
boys fell to the ground and died amid horrifying screams.

But the beast that wrought the most fearful slaughter of all
was the bear which had first appeared in the artisans’
playground. With its sword-sharp tusks it pierced the boys’
chests first from the right side to the left, and then from
left to right. The victims fell tragically dead with a double
mortal wound through the heart.

With determination I shouted, “Courage, my dear sons!”



Immediately many lads ran to me for protection, but they were
pursued by the bear. Summoning up my courage, I stepped
forward in its path, joined by some of the boys who had
already conquered the beasts in the dining room.

That prince of darkness flung itself upon us but could not
hurt us because of our shields. In fact, it could not even
touch us because the very sight of the shields forced it to
back away in terror and even homage. Then it was that, as I
fixed my gaze on the two long sword-sharp tusks, I noticed one
word on each in big letters: Otium [Idleness] on one, Gula
[Gluttony] on the other. In utter surprise I kept asking
myself: Is it possible that here where everyone is so busy and
we do not know where to begin doing all the work we have to
do, there is still someone who idles a way his time? As for
the boys, I think they keep busy with their work, study and
play. It made no sense to me.

Then someone said: “And yet how many half-hours they waste!”
“But gluttony too?” I asked. “Here at the Oratory one could
not indulge in gluttony if he wanted to. There is hardly ever
a chance. Our food is most ordinary and so is what we drink.
We barely have just what we need. How could one be so
intemperate as to endanger his eternal salvation?”

Again came the reply: “0Oh, you priest! You think you are well
versed in moral theology and quite experienced, but on this
point you know nothing. You are a babe in arms. Do you not
know that one may sin by gluttony and intemperance even when
drinking water?”

I wasn’t convinced at all, and I wanted a better explanation.
While the dining hall was still bright with the Blessed
Virgin's presence, I went very sadly to Brother Michael to
clear up my doubts. “My friend,” he answered, “you are still a
novice in these things. I will teach you.” As regards
gluttony, you must learn that one can be intemperate by
eating, drinking or sleeping more than one needs, and by
pampering the body in other ways. As for idleness, you must
know that it does not just mean being lazy. It also means
letting one’s fantasy run on to dangerous thoughts. One can



also be idle during study periods by fooling around and
disturbing others, by wasting time in silly reading, or by
being slothful, especially in church. Idleness is the father,
the font and source of many temptations and of all evils. You
who are these boys’ director must safeguard them from these
two sins by striving to strengthen their faith. If you can
manage to make your boys temperate in the little things I have
mentioned, they will always overcome the devil. Through
temperance they will grow in humility, chastity, and other
virtues as well. If they will properly use their time, they
will never fall into the clutches of the infernal enemy but
will live and die as saintly Christians.”

I thanked him for his instructions and then, wanting to verify
the reality of all this, lest it be a mere dream, I tried to
grasp his hand but touched nothing. Again and again I tried
but failed. I grasped nothing but air. Yet I could see those
people. They were talking and seemed real. I approached Father
Alasonatti, Father Ruffino, and my brother, but once more I
grasped nothing.

Beside myself, I cried out, “Is this all true or not? Aren’t
these all real people? Didn’t I hear them talk?”

Brother Michael replied, “After all your studies, you should
know that as long as my soul is separated from my body, it is
useless to try to touch me. You cannot touch a pure spirit. We
take on our former likeness only to enable mortal eyes to see
us. But when we shall all have risen at the Last Judgment,
then we shall put on our bodies, immortal and spiritualized.”
Then I tried to draw close to Our Lady who seemed to have
something to tell me. I was almost beside Her when I heard a
new uproar and more shrieks from outside. I immediately dashed
out of the dining hall again, but as I did so, I awoke.

To conclude his account, Don Bosco added these reflections and
suggestions:

Whatever this mixed-up dream may mean, it does restate and
explain St. Paul’s words. However, I was so worn out and
exhausted by the strain of this dream that I begged the Lord
never to send me any more dreams like that. But - wouldn'’t



you know it? — the following night that very same dream came
back, only this time I had to see it to the end, something I
was spared the night before. I was so frightened that I
screamed. Father Berto heard me and in the morning he asked me
why I had shrieked and if I had passed a sleepless night.
These dreams drain me far more than if I were to spend the
night at my desk.

As I said, this is only a dream. I do not want you to give it
any more importance. Think of it only as a dream, no more. I
would not like you to write home about it or tell outsiders
who know nothing of the Oratory, lest they say, as they have
already, that Don Bosco fills his boys with dreams. I don’t
really mind, though. Let them say what they will, but let each
of us draw from this dream whatever applies. Just now I will
not give you any explanations because all of you can easily
understand the dream.

I only recommend very strongly that you revive your faith,
which 1is safeguarded particularly by being temperate and
avoiding idleness. Let temperance be a friend and sloth an
enemy. Some other evening I will return to this subject. For
now, good night.

(BM XII, 248-255)

Basilicata — Calabria
Missionary Project

Within the “Project Europe,” Italy South has launched a new
missionary project in the regions of Calabria and Basilicata,
welcoming the first missionaries “ad gentes”, a sign of
missionary generosity and an opportunity for growth in the
global outreach of the charism of Don Bosco.
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Europe as a land of mission: in a new Salesian missiological
perspective, missions are increasingly losing a geographical
connotation, as a movement towards “the lands of mission”.
Today, missionaries come from all five continents and are sent
to all five continents. This multidirectional missionary
movement 1is already taking place in many dioceses and
congregations. With the “Project Europe,” Salesians have
confronted this change in the missionary paradigm, for which a
journey of conversion of mind and heart is necessary. The
“Project Europe,” in the idea of Fr. Pascual Chavez, is an act
of apostolic courage and an opportunity for charismatic
rebirth in the European continent to be inserted into the
broader context of the new evangelisation. The goal is to
engage the entire Salesian congregation in strengthening the
Salesian charism in Europe, especially through a profound
spiritual and pastoral renewal of the confreres and
communities, in order to continue Don Bosco’s project in
favour of young people, especially the poorest.

The Salesian provinces involved are called to rethink their
Salesian presence for a more effective evangelisation that
responds to today’s context. Among them, the province of Italy
South has developed a new missionary project that involves the
regions of Basilicata and Campania. Starting from an analysis
of the territory, it can be observed that southern Italy is
characterised by a fairly consistent presence of young people,
with a lower birth rate compared to other Italian regions, and
that emigration is a phenomenon that is very present, causing
many young people to leave to study or work elsewhere.
Religious and family traditions, which have always constituted
an important identity reference for the community, are less
relevant than in the past, and many young people experience
faith as distant from their lives, although they do not show
themselves as being totally opposed to it. The Salesians
experience good participation in youth spiritual experiences
but, at the same time, a poor receptivity to systematic paths
and definitive life proposals.



Other issues affecting the youth world include emotional and
affective 1illiteracy, relational crises 1in families,
abandoning school, and unemployment. ALl of this fuels
phenomena of widespread poverty and the growth of criminal
organisations that find fertile ground to involve and deviate
the youth.

In this context, many young people express a strong desire for
social commitment, particularly in political and ecological
fields and in the world of volunteerism.

In recent years, the Salesian province has reflected upon what
can be done to be relevant in the territory and has made
several important choices, including the development of works
and projects for the poorest young people, such as family
homes and day centres that directly and clearly manifest the
choice in favour of at-risk youth. The integral care of young
people must aim for a formation that is not only theoretical
so that the young person can discover or become aware of
his/her own abilities. Furthermore, a more courageous
missionary practice is required to realise paths of education
in faith that help young people fulfil their Christian
vocation.

All this must be realised with the active involvement of all:
consecrated, laypeople, young people, families, members of the
Salesian family.. in a fully synodal style that promotes co-
responsibility and participation.

Basilicata and Calabria have been chosen as charismatically
significant areas in need of consolidation and new
educational-pastoral momentum. These are territories to bet
upon by opening new pastoral frontiers and resizing some
already present. The Salesian presences are six: Potenza, Bova
Marina, Corigliano Rossano, Locri, Soverato, and Vibo
Valentia. What kind of Salesians are needed for this
missionary project? Salesians willing to work in poor,
popular, and densely populated contexts, with economic
difficulties and sometimes a lack of cultural stimuli, and



particularly attentive to the initial announcement. Salesians
should be well-prepared, at the spiritual, Salesian, cultural,
and charismatic levels. It is necessary to be well aware of
the reason why this project has been developed, that is namely
to take care of Basilicata and Calabria, two poor regions with
few systematic pastoral proposals in favour of the neediest
young people, where the first announcement increasingly
becomes a necessity even in contexts of Catholic tradition.
The educational and pastoral work of the Salesians seeks to
give hope to many young people who are often forced to leave
their homes and move north in search of a better life. The
contrast of this reality with pastoral and formative offers
with a look to the future, particularly vocational training,
attention to youth distress, and collaboration with
institutions to find answers becomes increasingly urgent. In
addition to the consecrated Salesians, this territory is
enriched by the beautiful presence of laypeople and members of
the Salesian Family, and the local church, as well as the
social reality, that nurtures great respect and consideration
for the children of Don Bosco.

Welcoming new ad gentes missionaries 1is a blessing and a
challenge that fits within this pastoral project. This year
the Italy South province (IME) received four missionaries, who
were sent in the 155th Salesian missionary expedition. Among
them, two have become members of the new provincial delegation
AKM (Albania, Kosovo, Montenegro), while the other two have
been assigned to Italy South and will take part in the new
missionary project of IME for Basilicata and Campania: Henri
Mufele Ngankwini and Guy Roger Mutombo, from the Democratic
Republic of Congo (ACC province). To best accompany the
arriving missionaries, the IME province is committed to
ensuring that they feel at home and are steadily integrated
into the new community and social reality. The missionaries
are gradually blended into the history and culture of the
place that will become their home, and from the very first
days, they attend Italian language and culture courses for a



duration of at least two years, which will help them achieve
full inculturation. At the same time, they are introduced into
the formative processes and take the first steps in the
educational-pastoral action of the province with young people
and children. A fundamental dimension is the attention towards
the personal spiritual journey: each missionary is guaranteed
adequate moments of personal and communal prayer, spiritual
accompaniment and guidance, confession, preferably in a
language they understand, and time for updating and formation.
In a later phase, the missionary 1is guaranteed ongoing
formation for an even fuller integration into the provincial
dynamics, maintaining some specific attentions. The missionary
experience will be periodically evaluated to identify
strengths, weaknesses, and any corrective measures, 1n a
fraternal spirit.

As Fr. Alfred Maravilla, General Councillor for the Missions,
reminds us, “being missionaries in a secularised Europe poses
significant internal and external challenges. Goodwill is not
enough.” “Looking back with the eyes of faith, we realise that
through the launch of the ‘Project Europe,’ the Spirit was
preparing the Salesian Society to face the new reality of
Europe, so that we could be more aware of our resources as
well as the challenges, and with hope to relaunch the Salesian
charism throughout the Continent.”

Let us pray that in the regions of Basilicata and Calabria,
may the Salesian presence be inspired by the Spirit for the
good of the young people most in need.

Marco Fulgaro



Salesian Holiness 2024

Every year, the postulator for the causes of saints of the
Salesian Congregation, Don Pierluigi Cameroni, publishes the
“General Postulation Dossier of Don Bosco Salesians — 2024,”
which presents the updated list of saints and blesseds related
to the past year. In this edition, in addition to the updated
list, we also find the new poster dedicated to these witnesses
of Salesian faith. We offer you an overview of the names
included in the dossier and the main activities of the
Postulation planned for 2024, to continue spreading the spirit
of Don Bosco and devotion to his saints and blesseds.

“Let us not forget that it is precisely the saints who drive
the Church forward and make it grow”
(Pope Francis).

“From now on, let it be our motto: let the holiness of
children be proof of the holiness of the father.”
(Don Rua)

It is necessary to express deep gratitude and praise to God
for the holiness already recognized in the Salesian Family of
Don Bosco and for the one in the process of recognition. The
outcome of a Cause of Beatification and Canonization 1is an
event of extraordinary importance and ecclesial value. In
fact, it is a matter of discerning the reputation of holiness
of a baptized person, who lived the Gospel beatitudes to a
heroic degree or who gave his life for Christ.

From Don Bosco to our own day there is attested a tradition of
holiness to which attention deserves attention, because it is
the incarnation of the charism that originated from him and
that was expressed in a plurality of states of life and forms.
These are men and women, young people and adults, consecrated
and lay people, bishops and missionaries who in historical,
cultural and social contexts different in time and space have
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made the Salesian charism shine with a singular light,
representing a heritage that plays an effective role in the
life and community of believers and for people of good will.

1. List as at 31 December 2024

Our Postulation involves 179 Saints, Blesseds, Venerables,
Servants of God.

The Causes followed directly by the Postulation are 61 (+ 5
extra).

SAINTS (10)

Saint John Bosco, priest (date of Canonization: April 1, 1934)
— (Italy)

Saint Joseph Cafasso, priest (22 June 1947) — (Italy)

Saint Maria D. Mazzarello, virgin (24 June 1951) — (Italy)
Saint Dominic Savio, adolescent (12 June 1954) — (Italy)

Saint Leonard Murialdo, priest (3 May 1970) — (Italy)

Saint Luigi Versiglia, bishop, martyr (October 1, 2000) -
(Italy — China)

Saint Callistus Caravario, priest, martyr (October 1, 2000) -
(Italy — China)

Saint Luigi Orione, priest (May 16, 2004) — (Italy)

Saint Luigi Guanella, priest (23 October 2011) — (Italy)

Saint Artemide Zatti, religious (9 October 2022) - (Italy -
Argentina)

BLESSED (117)
Blessed Michael Rua, priest (date of beatification: October
29, 1972) — (Italy)
Blessed Laura Vicufia, adolescent (September 3, 1988) — (Chile
— Argentina)
Blessed Filippo Rinaldi, priest (April 29, 1990) - (Italy)
Blessed Magdalene Morano, virgin (5 November 1994) — (Italy)
Blessed Joseph Kowalski, priest, martyr (June 13, 1999) -
(Poland)
Blessed Francis Kesy, layman, and 4 companion martyrs (June
13, 1999) — (Poland)

Czestaw J6zwiak, layman



Edward Kaz mierski, layman

Edward Clinic, Laico

Jarogniew Wojciechowski, layman
Blessed Pius IX, Pope (September 3, 2000) — (Italy)
Blessed Joseph Calasanz, priest, and 31 companion martyrs
(March 11, 2001) — (Spain)

Antonio Maria Martin Hernandez, priest

Recaredo de los Rios Fabregat, priest

Giuliano Rodriguez Sanchez, priest

Giuseppe Giménez Lopez, priest

Augustine Garcia Calvo, layman

Giovanni Martorell Soria, priest

Giacomo Buch Canal, layman

Pietro Mesonero Rodriguez, chierico

Giuseppe Otin Aquilué, priest

Alvaro Sanjuan Canet, priest

Francesco Bandrés Sanchez, priest

Sergio Cid Pazo, priest

Giuseppe Batalla Parramd, priest

Giuseppe Rabasa Bentanachs, layman

Gil Rodicio Rodicio, layman

Angelo Ramos Velazquez, layman

Filippo Hernandez Martinez, cleric

Zaccaria Abadia Buesa, cleric

Giacomo Ortiz Alzueta, layman

Saverio Bordas Piferrer, cleric

Felice Vivet Trabal, cleric

Michael Domingo Cendra, cleric

Giuseppe Caselles Moncho, priest

Joseph Castell Camps, priest

Giuseppe Bonet Nadal, priest

Giacomo Bonet Nadal, priest

Alessandro Planas Sauri, lay collaborator

Eliseo Garcia Garcia, layman

Giulio Junyer Padern, priest

Maria Carmen Moreno Benitez, vergin

Maria Amparo Carbonell Mufoz, vergin



Blessed Luigi Variara, priest (April 14, 2002) - (Italy -

Colombia)

Blessed Maria Romero Meneses, virgin (April 14, 2002) -
(Nicaragua — Costa Rica)

Blessed Augustus Czartoryski, priest (April 25, 2004) -
(France — Poland)

Blessed Eusebia Palomino, virgin (April 25, 2004) — (Spain)
Blessed Alexandrina M. Da Costa, laywoman (April 25, 2004) -

(Portugal)

Blessed Alberto Marvelli, layman (5 September 2004) — (Italy)
Blessed Bronislaus Markiewicz, priest (June 19, 2005) -

(Poland)

Blessed Henry Saiz Aparicio, priest, and 62 companion martyrs
(October 28, 2007) — (Spain)

Llayman

Felice Gonzalez Tejedor, priest

Giovanni Codera Marqués, coadjutor

Virgilio Edreira Mosquera, cleric

Paolo Gracia Sanchez, layman

Carmelo Giovanni Pérez Rodriguez, subdeacon

Teodulo Gonzalez Fernandez, cleric

Tommaso Gil de la Cal, aspirant

Federico Cobo Sanz, aspirant

Igino de Mata Diez, aspirant

Giusto Juanes Santos, cleric

Vittoriano Ferndndez Reinoso, cleric

Emilio Arce Diez, layman

Raimondo Eirin Mayo, layman

Matteo Garolera Masferrer, layman

Anastasio Garzén Gonzdlez, layman
Francesco Giuseppe Martin Lépez de Arroyave,

Giovanni de Mata Diez, lay collaborator
Pio Conde Conde, priest

Sabino Hernandez Laso, priest

Salvatore Fernandez Pérez, priest
Nicola de la Torre Merino, layman
Germano Martin Martin, priest



Giuseppe Villanova Tormo, priest
Stefano Cobo Sanz, cleric
Francesco Edreira Mosquera, cleric
Emanuele Martin Pérez, cleric
Valentino Gil Arribas, layman
Pietro Artolozaga Mellique, cleric
Emanuele Borrajo Miguez, cleric
Dionisio Ullivarri Barajuan, layman
Michele Lasaga Carazo, priest
Luigi Martinez Alvarellos, cleric
John Larragueta Garay, cleric
Fiorenzo Rodriguez Guemes, cleric
Pasquale de Castro Herrera, cleric
Stefano Vazquez Alonso, layman
Eliodoro Ramos Garcia, layman
Giuseppe Maria Celaya Badiola, layman
Andrea Jiménez Galera, priest
Andrea GOmez Saez, priest

Antonio Cid Rodriguez, layman
Antonio Torrero Luque, priest
Antonio Enrico Canut Isls, priest
Michele Molina de la Torre, priest
Paolo Caballero Lépez, priest
Onorio Hernandez Martin, cleric
John Louis Herndndez Medina, cleric
Antonio Mohedano Larriva, priest
Antonio Fernadndez Camacho, priest
Giuseppe Limén Limén, priest
Giuseppe Blanco Salgado, layman
Francesco Miguez Fernandez, priest
Emanuele Fernandez Ferro, priest
Felice Paco Escartin, priest
Tommaso Alonso Sanjuan, layman
Emanuele Gomez Contioso, priest
Antonio Pancorbo Lépez, priest
Stefano Garcia Garcia, layman
Raffaele Rodriguez Mesa, layman



Antonio Rodriguez Blanco, diocesan priest
Bartolomeo Blanco Marquez, layman
Teresa Cejudo Redondo, lay
Blessed Zeffirino Namuncura, layman (11 novembre 2007) -
(Argentina — Italia)
Blessed Maria Troncatti, virgin (November 24, 2012) — (Italy -
Ecuador)
Decree on the miracle: November 25, 2024
Canonization September 7, 20257
Blessed Stephen Sandor, religious, martyr (19 October 2013) -
(Hungary)
Blessed Titus Zeman, priest, martyr (30 September 2017) -
(Slovakia).

VENERABLE (20)

Ven. Andrea Beltrami, priest, (date of the Decree super
virtutibus: December 15, 1966) — (Italy)

Ven. Teresa Valse Pantellini, virgin (July 12, 1982) — (Italy)
Ven. Dorotea Chopitea, laywoman (June 9, 1983) — (Spain)

Ven. Vincenzo Cimatti, priest (December 21, 1991) - (Italy -
Japan)

Ven. Simone Srugi, religious (April 2, 1993) — (Palestine)

Ven. Rodolfo Komorek, priest (6 aprile 1995) - (Polonia -
Brasile)

Ven. Luigi Olivares, bishop (December 20, 2004) — (Italy)

Ven. Margherita Occhiena, laywoman (23 October 2006) — (Italy)
Ven. Giuseppe Quadrio, priest (December 19, 2009) — (Italy)
Ven. Laura Meozzi, virgin (June 27, 2011) — (Italy — Poland)
Ven. Attilio Giordani, layman (9 October 2013) - (Italy -
Brazil)

Ven. Joseph Augustus Arribat, priest (8 July 2014) — (France)
Ven. Stefano Ferrando, bishop (3 March 2016) — (Italy — India)
Ven. Francesco Convertini, priest (20 January 2017) — (Italy —
India)

Ven. Joseph Vandor, priest (20 January — 2017) — (Hungary -—
Cuba)

Ven. Octavius Ortiz Arrieta Coya, bishop (27 February 2017) -



(Peru)

Ven. Augusto Hlond, cardinal (19 May 2018) — (Poland)

Ven. Ignazio Stuchly, priest (21 December 2020) — (Czech
Republic)

Ven. Carlo Crespi Croci, priest (23 March 2023) - (Italy -
Ecuador)

Ven. Antonio De Almeida Lustosa, bishop (22 June 2023) -
(Brazil)

SERVANTS OF GOD (27)
The Causes are listed according to the progress

Positio examined by cardinals and bishops

Elia Comini, priest (Italy) martyr

Peculiar Congress of Theologians: May 5, 2022

Peculiar Congress of Theologians: April 11, 2024

Ordinary session of Cardinals and Bishops: 10 December 2024
Decree on martyrdom: 18 December 2024

Positio examined by theologians
John Swierc, priest and 8 companion martyrs (Poland)
Ignacio Dobiasz, priest
Francis Harazim, priest
Casimiro Wojciechowski, priest
Ignazio Antonowicz, priest
Lodovico Mroczek, priest
Carlo Golda, priest
Vladimiro Eyes, priest
Francesco Miska, priest
Positio delivered: 21 July 2022
Peculiar historical congress. March 28, 2023
Ordinary session of the Cardinal and Bishops: June 2025

Positio delivered

Costantino Vendrame, priest (Italy — India)

Decree of validity of the Diocesan Inquiry: 1 February 2013
Positio delivered: 19 September 2023

Peculiar Congress of Theologians: January 23, 2025



Oreste Marengo, bishop (Italy — India)

Decree of validity of the Diocesan Inquiry: 6 December 2013
Position delivered:28 May 2024

Peculiar Theologians Congress: September-0ctober 2025

Rodolfo Lunkenbein, priest (Germany — Brazil) and Simé&o
Bororo, layman (Brazil), martyrs

Decree of validity of the Diocesan Inquiry: 16 December 2020
Positio delivered: 28 November 2024

Peculiar Theologians Congress: September-0October 2025

The drafting of the Positio is underway
Andrea Majcen, priest (Slovenia — Cina — Vietnam)
Decree of validity of the Diocesan Inquiry: 23 October 2020

Vera Grita, laywoman (Italy)
Decree of validity of the Diocesan Inquiry: 14 December 2022

Cognata Giuseppe, bishop (Italy)
Decree of validity of the Diocesan Inquiry: 11 January 2023

Carlo Della Torre, priest (Italy — Thailand)
Decree of validity of the Diocesan Inquiry: 1 April 2016

Silvio Galli, priest (Italy)
Decree of validity of the Diocesan Inquiry: 19 October 2022

Akash Bashir, layman, martyr (Pakistan)
Decree of validity of the Diocesan Inquiry: 24 October 2024

Waiting for validity of the Diocesan Inquiry
Antonietta Bohm, virgin (Germany — Mexico)
Opening of the Diocesan Inquiry: 7 May 2017
Diocesan Inquiry Closed: 28 April 2024
Validity of the Diocesan Inquiry

Antonino Baglieri, layman (Italy)
Opening of the Diocesan Inquiry: 2 March 2014
Closure of the diocesan inquiry. May 5, 2024



Validity of the Diocesan Inquiry

Cause temporarily stopped
Anna Maria Lozano, virgin (Colombia)
Closure of the Diocesan Inquiry: 19 June 2014

The diocesan inquiry is underway

Luigi Bolla, priest (Italy — Ecuador — Peru)
Opening of the Diocesan Inquiry: 27 September 2021
Closure of the Diocesan Inquiry

Rosetta Marchese, virgin (Italy)
Opening of the Diocesan Inquiry: 30 April 2021
Closure of the Diocesan Inquiry

Matilda Salem, laywoman (Syria)
Opening of the Diocesan Inquiry: 20 October 1995

Carlo Braga, priest (Italy — China — Philippines)
Opening of the Diocesan Inquiry: 30 January 2014

EXTRA CAUSES FOLLOWED BY POSTULATION (5)
Venerabile COSTA DE BEAUREGARD CAMILLO, PRIEST (France)
The Decree super virtutibus: January 22, 1991
Medical consultation super miro: March 30, 2023
Peculiar Congress of Theologians: October 19, 2023
Ordinary Session of Cardinals and Bishops: 20
February 2024
Beatification: 17 May 2025
Venerable BARELLO MORELLO CASIMIRO, Franciscan tertiary (Italy
— Spain)
The Decree super virtutibus: 1 July 2000
Venerable TYRANOWSKI GIOVANNI, layman (Poland)
The Decree super virtutibus: 20 January 2017
Venerable BERTAZZONI AUGUSTO, bishop (Italy)
The Decree super virtutibus: October 2, 2019
Venerable CANELLI FELICE, priest (Italy)
The Decree super virtutibus: May 22, 2021



Also to be remembered are the Saints, Blesseds, Venerables and
Servants of God who at different times and in different ways
have met with the Salesian charism such as: the Blessed,
Edvige Carboni, the Servant of God Cardinal Giuseppe Guarino,
founder of the Apostles of the Holy Family, the Servant of God
Salvo d’Acquisto, past pupil and numerous others.

2. EVENTS OF 2024

On Tuesday, January 16, 2024, the opening session for the
canonical recognition and conservation treatment of the mortal
remains of the Venerable Camille Costa de Beauregard
(1841-1910), diocesan priest, took place at the chapel of the
Bocage Foundation in Chambéry.

On February 27, 2024, in the Ordinary Session of the
Cardinals and Bishops of the Dicastery for the Causes of
Saints, a positive vote was given (7 out of 7) to the alleged
miracle attributed to the intercession of the Venerable
Camille Costa de Beauregard, diocesan priest (1841-1910),
which occurred to the child René Jacquemond, for healing from
“intense keratoconjunctivitis with grinding of the cornea,
strong perikeratic injection, redness and injection of the
conjunctiva, photophobia and tearing of the right eye due to
violent trauma from the plant-burdock agent” (1910).

On 7 March 2024, the Medical Advisory Board of the Dicastery
for the Causes of Saints gave a positive opinion, with all
affirmative votes, to the alleged miracle attributed to the
intercession of Blessed Maria Troncatti, Daughter of Mary Help
of Christians (1883-1969), from “open brain trauma with
comminuted fracture of the skull, exposure of brain tissue in
the right fronto-parieto-temporal area and state of coma (G6)”
(2015) .

On 14 March 2024, the Supreme Pontiff authorized the same
Dicastery to promulgate the Decree concerning the miracle
attributed to the intercession of the Venerable Servant of God



Camillo Costa de Beauregard, diocesan priest; born in Chambéry
(France) on 17 February 1841 and died there on 25 March 1910.
The miracle, which took place in 1910, concerns the child René
Jacquemond, cured of “intense keratoconjunctivitis with
grinding of the cornea, strong perikeratic injection, redness
and injection of the conjunctiva, photophobia and tearing of
the right eye due to violent trauma from the plant-burdock
agent” (1910).

On 15 March 2024 in Lahore (Pakistan) the Diocesan Inquiry
into the Cause of Beatification and Canonization of Akash
Bashir (1994-2015), a layman, a former pupil of Don Bosco,
killed in hatred of the faith, was closed. It is the first
Cause of Beatification in Pakistan.

On 11 April 2024, during the special Congress of Theological
Consultors at the Dicastery for the Causes of Saints, a
positive opinion was expressed on the Positio super martyrio
of Servant of God Elia Comini, Professed Priest of the
Salesian Society of St. John Bosco (1910-1944), killed in
hatred of the faith in the Nazi massacre of Monte Sole on 1
October 1944.

On April 28, 2024, in Cuautitldn (Mexico) closing of the
Diocesan Inquiry of the Cause of the Servant of God Antonieta
Bohm (1907-2008), Daughter of Mary Help of Christians.

On May 5, 2024, in Modica (Ragusa) closing of the Diocesan
Inquiry of the Servant of God Antonino Baglieri (1951-2007),
Layman, Volunteer with Don Bosco.

On May 28, 2024, the peculiar Congress of Theologians of the
Dicastery for the Causes of Saints gave a positive vote to the
alleged miracle attributed to the intercession of Blessed
Maria Troncatti, Daughter of Mary Help of Christians
(1883-1969), from “open brain trauma with comminuted fracture
of the skull, exposure of brain tissue in the right fronto-
parieto-temporal area and state of coma (G6)” (2015).



On May 31, 2024, the volume of the Positio super Vita,
Virtutibus et Fama Sanctitatis by the Servant of God Oreste
Marengo (1906-1998), Salesian missionary bishop in Northeast
India, was delivered to the Dicastery for the Causes of Saints
in the Vatican.

On Tuesday, June 4, 2024, at the “Zeffirino Namuncura”
community in Rome, the new premises of the Salesian General
Postulation were inaugurated and blessed by the Rector Major,
Cardinal Angel Fernandez Artime.

On 24 November 2024, the Dicastery for the Causes of Saints in
the Ordinary Congress gave legal validity to the Diocesan
Inquiry for the Cause of Beatification and Canonization of the
Servant of God Akash Bashir (Risalpur 22 June 1994 — Lahore 15
March 2015) Layman, Past Pupil of Don Bosco.

On 19 November 2024, in the Ordinary Session of the Cardinals
and Bishops of the Dicastery for the Causes of Saints, a
positive vote was given to the alleged miracle attributed to
the intercession of Blessed Maria Troncatti, Professed
Religious of the Congregation of the Daughters of Mary Help of
Christians (1883-1969), which occurred miraculously healed of
a Lord from “Open cranio-encephalic trauma with comminuted
fracture of the skull, 1loss of brain substance and exposure
of brain tissue in the right front-parieto-temporal area,
diffuse axonal damage (DAI), severe coma evolved in a type 2
vegetative state”, which occurred in 2015 in Ecuador.

On 25 November 2024, the Holy Father authorized the same
Dicastery to promulgate the Decree concerning

— the miracle attributed to the intercession of Blessed Maria
Troncatti, a professed nun of the Congregation of the
Daughters of Mary Help of Christians, born in Cérteno Golgi,
Italy, on 16 February 1883 and died in Sucla, Ecuador, on 25
August 1969.

On November 28, 2024, the volume of the Positio super martyrio



of the Servants of God Rodolfo Lunkenbein, Professed Priest of
the Society of St. Francis de Sales and Simdo Bororo, Layman,
killed in hatred of the faith on July 15, 1976, was delivered
to the Dicastery for the Causes of Saints in the Vatican.

On Tuesday, December 3, 2024, the Theological Consultors of
the Dicastery for the Causes of Saints, during the Peculiar
Congress, responded affirmatively regarding the Positio super
martyrio of the Servants of God John Swierc and VIII
Companions, Professed Priests of the Society of St. Francis de
Sales, killed in odium fidei in the Nazi extermination camps
in the years 1941-1942.

On Tuesday, December 10, 2024, during the Ordinary Session of
Cardinals and Bishops at the Dicastery for the Causes of
Saints, a positive opinion was expressed regarding the Positio
super martyrio of Servant Elia Comini, Professed Priest of the
Salesian Society of St. John Bosco (1910-1944), killed 1in
hatred of the faith in the Nazi massacre of Monte Sole on
October 1, 1944.

On Wednesday, December 18, 2024, the Holy Father Francis
authorized the Dicastery for the Causes of Saints to
promulgate the Decree concerning: the martyrdom of the Servant
of God Elia Comini, professed priest of the Society of St.
Francis de Sales; born on May 7, 1910 in Calvenzano di Vergato
(Italy, Bologna) and killed, in hatred of the Faith, in Pioppe
di Salvaro (Italy, Bologna) on 1 October 1944.

Discover the latest news on


https://www.donbosco.press/en/good-press/discover-the-latest-news-on-our-site-2/

our site (2)

Salesian Bulletin Archive

For some time now, we have expanded the archive by including
the issues of the Italian printed Salesian Bulletin from 1910
to 1950, including the last issue of this interval.

From 1946 to 1995, alongside the classic edition of the
Salesian Bulletin (intended for all Salesian Cooperators),
there was a supplementary edition, published almost monthly,
designated for the leaders. This version had the same title as
the main one but featured a subtitle that changed over the
years:

— 1in 1946 it was addressed to the “most reverend diocesan
directors and decurions”

— 1in 1955 it was directed to the “leaders of the Union of
Salesian Cooperators”

— in 1958 to the “leaders of the Salesian Cooperators”

— from 1968 simply to the “leaders”

until it concluded in 1995.

This supplementary edition has also been added to the list of
the Salesian Bulletin. You will find it, along with the
classic edition, on the page dedicated to the SB Archive (in
Italian).

2025 Salesian Calendar
On the page dedicated to the Salesian Calendar for 2025, we
have decided to separate the Latin calendar, proposing it on a
separate page, accessible via the link available at the top of
the main calendar page.

In this section, dedicated to the Latin calendar, it is also
possible to consult the official printed calendar in PDF
format, which includes the Addenda et varianda in Officio et
Missa and the Parvum calendarium ad usum SDB.

May we remind you that the calendar is accessible by clicking


https://www.donbosco.press/en/good-press/discover-the-latest-news-on-our-site-2/
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https://exciting-knuth.178-32-140-152.plesk.page/parvum-calendarium-ad-usum-sdb-et-addenda-et-varianda-in-officio-et-missa-2025/

on the event of the day present in the Salesian Calendar
widget, located in the right column of the Home Page.

Advanced Search

At the end of the main menu, a new page entitled Advanced
Search has been added.

In addition to the two search engines (internal and external),
several search modes are now available, designed to help you
find the information you are interested in. In particular, you
can complete searches:

— by authors

— by categories

— by keywords (tags)

— 1in alphabetical order

— in chronological order

— in chronological order by months

— within the pages (Site map)

— among the most popular pages and articles

Coming soon

We are preparing a new tool, very useful for understanding and
deepening the Salesian charism. We invite you to follow the
Salesian Bulletin Online to discover when it will be launched.

We thank you for your attention and wish you a fruitful
reading.

Blessed Luigi Variara: 150th
Anniversary of His Birth

This year marks the 150th anniversary of the birth of Blessed
Luigi Variara, an extraordinary priest and Salesian


https://exciting-knuth.178-32-140-152.plesk.page/en/advanced-search/
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missionary. Born on January 15, 1875, 1in Viarigi, in the
province of Asti, Luigi grew up in an environment enriched
with faith, culture, and fraternal love, which shaped his
character and prepared him for the extraordinary mission that
would lead him to serve those most in need in Colombia.

From his childhood spent in Monferrato, in a family marked by
the spiritual influence of Don Bosco, to his missionary
vocation developed in Valdocco, the life of Blessed Variara
represents a commendable example of dedication to others and
fidelity to God. Let us retrace the highlights of his
childhood and formation, offering a glimpse into the
extraordinary spiritual and human legacy he left us.

From Viarigi to Agua de Dios

Luigi Variara was born in Viarigi, in the province
of Asti, on January 15, 1875, 150 years ago, to a deeply
Christian family. His father, Pietro, had listened to Don
Bosco speak in 1856 when he came to the village to preach a
mission. When Luigi was born, his father Pietro was forty-two
years old and had married for the second time to Livia Bussa.
Pietro had obtained a teaching diploma, loved music and
singing, and animated parish functions as an organist and as
the director of the choir he himself had founded. He was a
highly esteemed and appreciated presence in the village of
Viarigi. When Luigi was born, it was during a harsh winter,
and due to the circumstances of his birth, the midwife deemed
it prudent to baptise the newborn. Two days later, the
baptismal rites were completed.

Luigi’s childhood was inspired by local traditions
and family life, a cultural and spiritual blend that helped
shape his character and impart valuable meaning to the growth
of the young boy, marking his future missionary vocation in
Colombia.

Luigi’s relationship with his father Pietro was
important. Pietro was his mentor and teacher and instilled in
him the Christian sense of life, the early fundamentals of



school, and a love for music and singing—elements that, as we
know, would affect the life and mission of Luigi Variara. His
younger brother Celso recalls: “Although he never accomplished
anything exceptional, Luigi was all goodness and love in the
manifestations of his 1life, both with our parents, and
especially with our mother, and with us.. I don’'t remember my
brother ever being less courteous and less fraternal with us,
younger siblings. A faithful and devoted attendee of Church
and its functions, he spent the rest of his time not having
fun in the streets, rather at home, reading and studying his
school books and keeping his mother company.”

It is also nice to remember the relationship of
young Luigi with his older sister Giovanna, daughter from the
first marriage and godmother at his Baptism. Although she
married young, Giovanna always maintained a special bond with
little Luigi, helping to strengthen the features of his
personality, his inclination towards piety and study. Of
Giovanna's children, one, Ulisse, would become a priest, and
Ernestina, a Daughter of Mary Help of Christians. Furthermore,
Giovanna, who would die at ninety in 1947, maintained the
epistolary ties between Luigi and their mother Livia during
her brother’'s missionary life.

Another aspect that would influence the growth of
little Luigi is that the Variara home was almost always full
of children. His father Pietro, at the end of lessons, would
take the students most in need with him, and after doing some
tutoring, he would entrust them to the care of mother Livia.
Other families did the same. A witness recounts: “Mrs. Livia
was the mother of the whole neighbourhood; her yard was always
full of boys and girls; she taught us to sew, played with us,
and was always in a good mood.” Luigi grew up in this
“oratory” atmosphere, where one felt at home, felt loved, and
the paternal presence of father Pietro and the maternal
presence of mother Livia were top-quality educational and
affectionate resources not only for their children, but for
many other children and young people, especially the poorest
and most disadvantaged.



During these years, Luigi met and dedicated
himself to a disabled companion, Andrea Ferrari, taking care
of him and making him feel at ease. In this, one can glimpse a
seed of that solicitude and closeness that would later mark
the life and mission of Luigi Variara in serving leprosy
patients in Agua de Dios, Colombia.

Indeed, as a child, Luigi Variara experienced,
with his siblings and the neighbourhood children, the sincere
love of his parents, and through their example, he came to
know the true face of God the Father, the source of authentic
love.

Passing through Valdocco

Don Bosco was well known in Monferrato. He had
travelled through it in every direction with the well-known
autumn walks alongside his boys, who, with their noise and
contagious joy, brought festivity wherever they went. The
local boys happily joined the cheerful and lively troop, and
later, many would leave to find themselves with that priest,
eager to be educated by him in the oratory of Turin.

In Viarigi, the visit of Don Bosco in February
1856 left a deeply heartfelt memory. Don Bosco had accepted
the invitation of the parish priest, Fr. Giovanni Battista
Melino, to preach a mission, as the village was deeply
troubled and divided due to the scandals of a former priest, a
certain Grignaschi, who had gathered around himself a true
sect, gaining great popularity. Don Bosco managed to attract a
very large audience and invited the population to conversion.
Thus, Viarigi regained its religious balance and spiritual
peace. The spiritual bond that was created between this Asti
village and the Saint of the young continued over time. It was
young Luigi who, at his First Communion, was prepared by the
parish priest Fr. Giovanni Battista Melino, the same one who
had invited Don Bosco to preach the popular mission.

In the Variara family, according to the wishes of
father Pietro, Luigi was to orient himself towards the
priesthood: However, at the end of elementary school, he had



no desire or particular vocational concerns. In any case, he
had to continue his studies, and at this point, Don Bosco
comes into play. The memory he left in Viarigi, his reputation
as a man of God, his friendship with the parish priest, the
dreams of father Pietro, the fame of the oratory in Turin led
Luigi to enter Valdocco on October 1, 1887, having enrolled in
his first year of middle school, with the desire of his father
who wanted his son to be initiated into the priesthood.
However, young Luigi, in all simplicity but firmly speaking,
did not hesitate to declare that he felt no vocation, but his
father replied: “If you don’t have it, Mary Help of Christians
will give it to you. Be good and study!” Don Bosco died four
months after the arrival of young Variara at the oratory of
Valdocco, but the encounter that Luigi had with him was enough
to mark him for life. He himself recalls the event: “We were
in the winter season, and one afternoon we were playing in the
large courtyard of the oratory when suddenly we heard shouting
from one side to the other: ‘Don Bosco, Don Bosco!’
Instinctively, we all rushed towards the point where our good
Father appeared, who was being taken out for a walk in his
carriage. We followed him to the place where he was to get
into the vehicle. Immediately, Don Bosco was seen surrounded
by the beloved crowd of children. I was desperately looking
for a way to get to a spot where I could see him how I wanted
to, since I ardently desired to meet him. I got as close as I
could, and the moment they were helping him get into the
carriage, he turned to me with a sweet look, and his eyes
rested attentively upon me. I do not know what I felt at that
moment.. it was something I cannot express! That day was one of
the happiest for me. I was sure I had met a Saint, and that
this Saint had read something in my soul that only God and he
could know.”



Cardinal Angelo Amato S.D.B.:
a cultured theologian between
the West and the East

Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, SDB, had the opportunity to know
the late Cardinal Angelo Amato very well. Both shared the
Salesian vocation and had collaborated as teachers at the
Pontifical Salesian University. Later, Fr. Angelo Amato
succeeded Mons. Bertone as Secretary of the Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith, a position he held from 2002 to
2008.

His Eminence Cardinal Bertone wishes to offer his personal
testimony about Cardinal Amato, which we present below.

Cardinal Angelo Amato was one of the most
intelligent Salesians, well-versed in the human and
ecclesiastical sciences. His ability to grasp and connect
Philosophy and Theology was especially evident during his
years of study at the Salesian University, as part of a group
of exceptional students who brought prestige to the same and
who later distinguished themselves not only in teaching, but
also in service to the Holy See at the Dicasteries of the
Roman Curia.

I particularly remember his exceptional skill in
the study of Christology and Mariology. His writings were
highly refined, and he was sought after as a preacher of
Spiritual Exercises, especially for consecrated persons, not
to mention the sharpness of his opinions in promoting
Ecumenical and Interreligious Dialogue. In fact, he was
particularly appreciated by the then Prefect of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger (who later became Pope Benedict XVI), and by the
Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christian Unity. For
this reason, he was sent to Greece to study the Theology of
the Eastern Fathers, learned ancient Greek and modern Greek,
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and even published a highly regarded study at the Greek
University of Thessaloniki on the conception and practice of
the Sacrament of Penance among the Eastern Fathers. During
that time, he learned the art and spirituality of “writing”
icons, which he continued to practice until the end of his
life. In Rome, he primarily taught at the Pontifical Salesian
University, becoming Dean of the Faculty of Theology, and as
an expert in Christology and Mariology, he was appointed
Consultor of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
and later also Secretary of the same.

It is interesting to note the contribution that
Fr. Angelo Amato made in collaboration with Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
for the drafting of the famous dogmatic declaration “Dominus
Jesus” of September 1, 2000. It is declaration desired by Pope
John Paul II and drafted by Cardinal Ratzinger with the fine
and intelligent collaboration of Fr. Angelo Amato. Cardinal
Ratzinger later valued him for the documents and reflections
produced by that doctrinal Dicastery of the Roman Curia. Then,
when Secretary, Msgr. Tarcisio Bertone was appointed
Archbishop of Genoa, a successor was sought. I remember very
well the consultations of Cardinal Ratzinger and the dialogues
with His Holiness John Paul II. Among the candidates for
succession, the name of Fr. Angelo Amato stood out, but in a
conversation between Cardinal Ratzinger and myself with Pope
John Paul II, I pointed out a peculiarity that seemed to
create some difficulty, namely the fact that one Salesian
would succeed another Salesian in this important role. Pope
John Paul II asked Cardinal Ratzinger, “But does this pose a
problem for Cardinal Ratzinger? Would Cardinal Ratzinger like
to appoint another Salesian to the position of Secretary of
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith?” Cardinal
Ratzinger replied, “I would prefer Fr. Angelo Amato because I
have found it very good to work with him here at the
Dicastery, and we are in perfect harmony.” John Paul II
responded, “Then let us appoint Fr. Angelo Amato as the new



Secretary of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.”
And so this happened on December 19, 2002.

He carried out many activities in drafting the
documents that characterised the Magisterium of this Dicastery
of the Roman Curia presided over by Cardinal Ratzinger, and
subsequently, Pope John Paul II decided to create him a
Cardinal and appoint him Prefect of the Congregation for the
Causes of Saints. In this role, he carried out intense
activity promoting holiness in the Church, holiness 1in
consecrated life, lay life, and priesthood. He also published
among his volumes a series of biographies of Blessed and
Saints that made known and multiplied the attraction of
holiness in the variety of charisms, cultures, and people that
enriched the Church, with many beneficial examples and
initiatives.

He remained Prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of
Saints for 10 years, until 2018, and continued his magisterial
activity for the Church in service to the Popes. Pope Francis
sent a beautiful telegram to the General Vicar of the Salesian
Congregation, praising the “Salesianity” of Cardinal Amato and
his work as Prefect of the Causes of Saints.

We include the message in full:

REVEREND DON STEFANO MARTOGLIO SDB

VICAR OF THE RECTOR MAJOR

SOCIETY OF SAINT FRANCIS DE SALES (SALESIANS)
ROME

Upon learning of the news of the passing of dear
Cardinal Angelo Amato, I express my closeness to you and to
the Brothers of this Religious Institute, as well as to the
family of the late Cardinal. I thank God for the edifying
testimony of this spiritual son of Saint John Bosco, who for
many years dedicated himself with human finesse and generosity
to the Gospel and the Church. I think of his priestly soul and
the theological preparation with which he served the Holy See,



especially in the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith and
in that of the Causes of Saints. I assure my prayers for the
soul of this good and vigilant servant who, faithful to his
motto ‘Sufficit gratia mea’, even in the final days marked by
suffering, entrusted himself to the goodness of the Heavenly
Father. I trust that, accompanied by Mary Help of Christians
and the Saints and Blesseds he led to the glory of the altars,
he will be welcomed into the eternal banquet of Heaven, and I
send my blessing to all who share in the sorrow of his
passing.

Francis

Among the Salesian Cardinals, especially endowed
with great theological charisma, Cardinal Angelo Amato stands
out, leaving a great heritage of doctrine and wisdom available
not only to the Pontifical Salesian University but also to
various institutional centres of study and spirituality, with
the hope that it continues to impact the life of the Church
and the formative Communities.

[l Tarcisio Card. Bertone

Life of Saint Paul the
Apostle, Doctor of the
Gentiles

The culminating moment of the Jubilee Year for every believer
is the passage through the Holy Door, a highly symbolic
gesture that should be experienced with deep meditation. It is
not a simple visit to admire the architectural, sculptural, or
pictorial beauty of a basilica: the early Christians did not
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go to places of worship for this reason, also because at that
time there was not much to admire. They came instead to pray
before the relics of the holy apostles and martyrs, and to
obtain indulgence through their powerful intercession.
Visiting the tombs of the apostles Peter and Paul without
knowing their lives is not a sign of appreciation. For this
reason, 1in this Jubilee Year, we wish to present the faith
journeys of these two glorious apostles, as narrated by Saint
John Bosco.

Life of Saint Paul the Apostle, Doctor of the Gentiles as told
to the people by Father John Bosco
PREFACE

CHAPTER I. Birthplace, Saint Paul'’s education, his hatred for
Christians

CHAPTER II. Conversion and Baptism of Saul — Year of Christ 34

CHAPTER ITITI. Saul'’'s first journey — He returns to Damascus;
traps are set for him — He goes to Jerusalem; he presents
himself to the Apostles — Jesus Christ appears to him — Year
of Jesus Christ 35-36-37

CHAPTER IV. Prophecies of Agabus — Saul and Barnabas ordained
bishops — They go to the island of Cyprus — Conversion of the
proconsul Sergius — Punishment of the magician Elymas — John
Mark returns to Jerusalem — Year of Jesus Christ 40-43

CHAPTER V. Saint Paul preaches in Pisidian Antioch — Year of
Jesus Christ 44

CHAPTER VI. Saint Paul preaches in other cities — Performs a
miracle in Lystra, where he is then stoned and left for dead —
Year of Jesus Christ 45

CHAPTER VII. Paul miraculously healed — Other apostolic
labours — Conversion of Saint Thecla




CHAPTER VIII. Saint Paul qgoes to confer with Saint Peter -—
Attends the Council of Jerusalem — Year of Christ 50

CHAPTER IX. Paul separates from Barnabas — Travels through
various cities of Asia — God sends him to Macedonia — In
Philippi, he converts Lydia’'s family — Year of Christ 51

CHAPTER X. Saint Paul frees a qirl from the devil — He is
beaten with rods — He is put in prison — Conversion of the
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exorcists — Year of Christ 55

CHAPTER XV. Sacrament of Confession — Perverse books burned —
Letter to the Corinthians — Uprising for the goddess Diana —
Letter to the Galatians — Year of Christ 56-57

CHAPTER XVI. Saint Paul returns to Philippi — Second Letter to
the faithful of Corinth — He goes to this city — Letter to the
Romans — His prolonged preaching in Troas — He raises a dead
man — Year of Christ 58

CHAPTER XVII. St Paul preaches at Miletus — His Journey to
Caesarea — The Prophecy of Agabus — Year of Christ 58

CHAPTER XVIII. St Paul Presents Himself to St James — The Jews




Lay Traps for Him — He Speaks to the People — He Rebukes the
High Priest — Year of Christ 59

CHAPTER XIX. Forty Jews vow to kill Saint Paul — A nephew
discovers the plot — He is transferred to Caesarea — Year of
Christ 59
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defence — Year of Christ 59
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Year of Christ 60

CHAPTER XXII. Saint Paul embarks for Rome — He suffers a
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preaches in Reggio — His arrival in Rome — Year of Christ 60
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61
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Ephesians, and the Hebrews — Year of Christ 62
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the Less — Year of Christ 63




CHAPTER XXX. Other journeys of Saint Paul — He writes to
Timothy and Titus — His return to Rome — Year of Christ 68

CHAPTER XXXI. Saint Paul is imprisoned again — He writes the
second letter to Timothy — His martyrdom — Year of Christ
69-70
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PREFACE

Saint Peter is the prince of the Apostles, the
first Pope, the Vicar of Jesus Christ on earth. He was
established as the head of the Church; but his mission was
particularly directed towards the conversion of the Jews.
Saint Paul, on the other hand, is the Apostle who was called
by God in an extraordinary way to bring the Light of the
Gospel to the Gentiles. These two great Saints are named by
the Church as the columns and foundations of the Faith,
princes of the Apostles, who by their labours, their writings,
and their blood taught us the law of the Lord; Ipsi nos
docuerunt legem tuam, Domine. This is why the life of Saint
Peter is followed by the life of Saint Paul.

It is true that this apostle is not to be counted
among the series of Popes; but the extraordinary labours he
undertook to help Saint Peter propagate the Gospel, his zeal,
charity, and the doctrine left to us in the sacred books make
him worthy to be placed alongside the life of the first Pope,
as a powerful pillar upon which the Church of Jesus Christ
rests.

CHAPTER I. Birthplace, Saint Paul'’s



education, his hatred for Christians

Saint Paul was a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin.
Eight days after his birth he was circumcised, and was given
the name Saul, which was later changed to Paul. His father
lived in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, a province of Asia Minor.
Emperor Caesar Augustus granted many favours to this city,
including the right of Roman citizenship. Therefore, Saint
Paul, being born in Tarsus, was a Roman citizen, a status that
brought with it many advantages, as one could enjoy immunity
from the specific laws of all countries subject to or allied
with the Roman Empire, and in any place a Roman citizen could
appeal to the Senate or the Emperor for judgment.

His relatives, being well-off, sent him to
Jerusalem to give him an education suitable to their status.
His teacher was a doctor named Gamaliel, a man of great
virtue, whom we have already mentioned in the life of Saint
Peter. In that city he had the fortune to find a good
companion from Cyprus, named Barnabas, a young man of great
virtue, whose kindness of heart greatly helped to temper the
fiery spirit of his fellow student. These two young men
remained loyal friends, and we will see them become colleagues
in the preaching of the Gospel.

Saul’s father was a Pharisee, meaning he professed
the strictest sect among the Jews, which consisted of a great
outward appearance of rigour, a principle entirely contrary to
the spirit of humility of the Gospel. Saul followed his
father’'s teachings, and since his teacher was also a Pharisee
he became full of enthusiasm to increase their number and
remove any obstacle that opposed such a goal.

It was customary among the Jews to have their
children learn a trade while attending to the study of the
Bible. They did this in order to preserve them from the
dangers that idleness brings; and also to occupy the body and
spirit in something that could provide for their livelihood in
the harsh circumstances of life. Saul learned the trade of a
leather worker and especially to sew tents. He stood out among



all those of his age for his zeal towards the law of Moses and
the traditions of the Jews. This poorly enlightened zeal made
him a blasphemer, persecutor, and fierce enemy of Jesus
Christ.

He incited the Jews to condemn Saint Stephen, and
he was present at his death. And since his age did not allow
him to take part in the execution of the sentence, when
Stephen was to be stoned he kept watch over the others’
clothes and furiously urged them on to throw stones at him.
But Stephen, a true follower of the Saviour, took the revenge
that is the saints’, that is, he began to pray for those who
were stoning him. This prayer was the beginning of Saul’s
conversion; and Saint Augustine says precisely that the Church
would not have had an apostle in Paul if deacon Stephen had
not prayed.

At that time, a violent persecution was raised
against the Jerusalem Church, and Saul was the one who showed
a fierce eagerness to disperse the disciples of Jesus Christ
and put them to death. In order to better foment the
persecution publicly and privately, he had himself authorised
by the high priest. Then he became like a hungry wolf that is
not satisfied with tearing and devouring. He entered the
houses of Christians, insulted them, beat them, bound them, or
had them loaded with chains to be dragged off to prison. He
had them beaten with rods; in short, he used every means to
force them to blaspheme the holy name of Jesus Christ. The
news of Saul’s violence spread even to distant lands, so that
his very name instilled fear among the faithful.

The persecutors were not content to be cruel
against the Christians in person, but, as was always the case
with persecutors, they also stripped them of their goods and
of what they possessed in common. This led many to live on the
alms that the faithful from distant Churches sent them. But
there is a God who assists and governs his Church, and when we
least expect it he comes to the aid of those who trust in him.



CHAPTER II. Conversion and Baptism of
Saul - Year of Christ 34

Saul’s fury could not be satisfied; he breathed
nothing but threats and slaughter against the disciples of the
Lord. Having heard that in Damascus, a city about fifty miles
from Jerusalem, many Jews had embraced the faith, he felt a
burning desire to go there for a massacre. To freely do what
his hatred against Christians suggested, he went to the high
priest and the Senate, who authorized him with letters to go
to Damascus, place all the Jews who declared themselves
Christians in chains, and then bring them to Jerusalem to
punish them with a severity capable of deterring those who
might be tempted to imitate them.

But the plans of men are in vain when they are
contrary to those of Heaven! God, moved by the prayers of
Saint Stephen and the other persecuted faithful, wanted to
manifest his power and mercy in Saul. Saul, with his
commendatory letters, full of zeal, plunging along the road,
was near the city of Damascus, and it already seemed to him
that he had the Christians in his hands. But that was the
place of divine mercy.

In the heat of his blind fury, around noon, a
great light, brighter than the sun, surrounded him and all
those who accompanied him. Astonished by that heavenly
brightness, they all fell to the ground as if dead; at the
same time, they heard the sound of a voice, understood only by
Saul. “Saul, Saul,” said the voice, “why are you persecuting
me?” Then Saul, even more frightened, replied: “Who are you,
Lord?” The voice continued,“I am Jesus whom you are
persecuting. Remember that it is too hard to kick against the
goad, which you do by resisting one more powerful than you. By
persecuting my Church you persecute me; but it will become
more flourishing, and you will do harm only to yourself.”

This sweet reproach from the Saviour, accompanied
by the inner anointing of his grace, softened the hardness of



Saul’s heart and changed him into a completely new man.
Therefore, all humbled, he exclaimed: “Lord, what do you want
me to do?” As if to say: What is the means to procure your
glory? I offer myself to you to do your most holy will.

Jesus Christ ordered Saul to rise and go into the
city where a disciple would instruct him about what he should
do. God, says Saint Augustine, by entrusting to his ministers
the instruction of an apostle called in such an extraordinary
manner, teaches us that we must seek his holy will in the
teaching of the Pastors whom he has clothed with his authority
to be our spiritual guides on earth.

Saul, once he had risen, could see nothing any
more, even though he kept his eyes open. Therefore, it was
necessary to give him a hand and lead him to Damascus, as if
Jesus Christ wanted to lead him in triumph. He took lodging in
the house of a merchant named Judas; he stayed there for three
days without seeing, without drinking, and without eating,
still unaware of what God wanted from him.

There was a disciple named Ananias in Damascus,
highly esteemed by the Jews for his virtue and holiness. Jesus
Christ appeared to him and said: “Ananias!” And he replied:
“Here I am, Lord.” The Lord added: “Arise and go to the street
called Straight, and seek a certain Saul, a native of Tarsus;
you will find him praying.” Ananias, having heard the name of
Saul, trembled and said: “0 Lord, where are you sending me?
You know well the great evil he has done to the faithful in
Jerusalem; now it is known to all that he has come here with
full power to bind all those who believe in your Name.” The
Lord replied: “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to
carry my name before the Gentiles, before kings, and before
the children of Israel; for I will show him how much he must
suffer for my name.” While Jesus Christ was speaking to
Ananias he sent Saul another vision, in which a man named
Ananias appeared to him who came to him, and laying hands on
him restored his sight. The Lord did this to assure Saul that
Ananias was the one he was sending to manifest his will to
him.



Ananias obeyed, went to find Saul, laid hands on
him, and said: “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to
you on the road as you were coming to Damascus has sent me to
you so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the
Holy Spirit.” Speaking thus, Ananias, holding his hands on
Saul’'s head, added: “Open your eyes.” At that moment, scales
fell from Saul’s eyes like fish scales, and he regained his
sight perfectly.

Then Ananias added: “Now arise and receive
Baptism, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the
Lord.” Saul immediately rose to receive Baptism; then, full of
joy, he refreshed his weariness with a bit of food. After
spending just a few days with the disciples in Damascus, he
began to preach the Gospel in the synagogues, demonstrating
with the Sacred Scriptures that Jesus was the Son of God. All
who heard him were filled with astonishment, and they kept
saying: “Is this not the one who in Jerusalem persecuted those
who called on the name of Jesus and has come here specifically
to take them as prisoners?”

But Saul had already surpassed all human respect;
he desired nothing more than to promote the glory of God and
repair the scandal given; therefore, allowing everyone to say
what they wanted about him, he confused the Jews and boldly
preached Jesus Crucified.

CHAPTER III. Saul’s first journey - He
returns to Damascus; traps are set for
him — He goes to Jerusalem; he presents
himself to the Apostles — Jesus Christ
appears to him - Year of Jesus Christ
35-36-37

Saul, seeing the serious opposition he faced from

the Jews, deemed it wise to leave Damascus to spend some time
with the simple people in the countryside and also to go to



Arabia to seek other peoples more inclined to receive the
faith.

After three years, believing the storm had passed,
he returned to Damascus, where with zeal and strength he began
to preach Jesus Christ; but the Jews, unable to resist the
words of God that were preached to them through his minister,
decided to have him killed. To better succeed in their intent,
they reported him to Aretas, the king of Damascus, portraying
Saul as a disturber of the public peace. That king, who was
too credulous, listened to the slander and ordered that Saul
be taken to prison, and to prevent his escape he placed guards
at all the city gates. However, news of these could not be
prevented from reaching the disciples and Saul himself. But
how could they free him? Those good disciples led him to a
house that overlooked the city walls and, placing him in a
basket, lowered him down from the wall. Thus, while the guards
watched at all the gates and a rigorous search was made in
every corner of Damascus, Saul, freed from their hands, took
the road to Jerusalem safe and sound.

Although Judea was not the field entrusted to his
zeal, the reason for this journey was a holy one. He
considered it his essential duty to present himself to Peter,
who did not yet know him, and thus account for his mission to
the Vicar of Jesus Christ. Saul had instilled such great
terror of his name among the faithful in Jerusalem that they
could not believe in his conversion. He tried to approach one
or the other but they were all fearful and fled from him
without giving him time to explain himself. It was at that
moment that Barnabas proved to be a true friend. As soon as he
heard about the miraculous conversion of this fellow disciple,
he immediately went to him to console him; then he went to the
Apostles, telling them about the miraculous appearance of
Jesus Christ to Saul and how, instructed directly by the Lord,
he desired nothing more than to proclaim the holy name of God
to all the peoples of the earth. At such joyful news the
disciples welcomed him with joy, and Saint Peter kept him in
his house for several days, where he did not fail to make him



known to the most zealous of the faithful; nor did Saul let
any opportunity slip by to bear witness to Jesus Christ in
those very places where he had blasphemed and caused others to
blaspheme.

And since he was fervently confronting the Jews
and confusing them in public and in private, they rose up
against him, resolved to take his 1life. Therefore, the
faithful advised him to leave the city. The same thing was
made known to him by God through a vision. One day, while Saul
was praying in the temple, Jesus Christ appeared to him and
said: “Leave immediately from Jerusalem, for this people will
not believe what you are about to say about me.” Paul replied:
“Lord, they know how I was a persecutor of your holy name; if
they know that I have converted, surely they will follow my
example and convert as well.” Jesus added: “Not so: they will
not believe your words. Go, I have chosen you to bring my
Gospel to distant lands among the Gentiles” (Acts of the
Apostles, chap. 22).

Thus, with Paul'’s departure decided, the disciples
accompanied him to Caesarea and from there sent him to Tarsus,
his homeland, hoping that he would be able to live with less
danger among relatives and friends and also begin in that city
to make known the name of the Lord.

CHAPTER IV. Prophecies of Agabus - Saul
and Barnabas ordained bishops — They go
to the island of Cyprus — Conversion of
the proconsul Sergius — Punishment of the
magician Elymas — John Mark returns to
Jerusalem — Year of Jesus Christ 40-43

While Saul was preaching the divine word 1in
Tarsus, Barnabas began to preach it with great fruit in
Antioch. Then, seeing the large number of those who came to
faith every day, Barnabas deemed it wise to go to Tarsus to



invite Saul to come and assist him. They both came to Antioch,
and here with preaching and miracles they gained a large
number of believers.

In those days, some prophets, that is, some
fervent Christians who were enlightened by God and predicted
the future, came from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them, named
Agabus, inspired by the Holy Spirit, predicted a great famine
that would desolate the whole earth, as indeed happened under
the reign of Claudius. The faithful, to prevent the evils that
this famine would cause, resolved to take up a collection and
thus each, according to their means, could send some aid to
the brothers in Judea. They did this with excellent results.
To have someone respected by everyone, they chose Saul and
Barnabas and sent them to bring these alms to the priests in
Jerusalem so that they could distribute it according to need.
Having completed their mission, Saul and Barnabas returned to
Antioch.

Other prophets and teachers were also in this
city, among whom was a certain Simon nicknamed the Niger,
Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, the foster brother of Herod. One
day, while they were offering the Holy Mysteries and fasting,
the Holy Spirit appeared in an extraordinary manner and said
to them: “Set Saul and Barnabas apart for me for the work of
the sacred ministry to which I have called them.” Then a fast
was ordained with public prayers, and having laid hands on
them they consecrated them as bishops. This ordination was a
model for those that the Catholic Church usually performs for
its ministers: from here originated the fasts of the four
seasons, the prayers and other ceremonies that usually take
place during a sacred ordination.

Saul was in Antioch when he had a wonderful vision
in which he was caught up to the third heaven, that is, he was
lifted up by God to contemplate the most sublime things of
Heaven that a mortal man can grasp. He himself left it written
that he had seen things that cannot be expressed in words,
things never seen, never heard, and that the heart of man
cannot even imagine. Comforted by this celestial vision, Saul



departed with Barnabas and went directly to Seleucia in Syria,
so named to distinguish it from another city of the same name
located near the Tigris towards Persia. They also had with
them a certain John Mark, not Mark the Evangelist. He was the
son of the pious widow in whose house Saint Peter had taken
refuge when he was miraculously freed from prison by an angel.
He was Barnabas’s cousin and had been brought from Jerusalem
to Antioch on the occasion when they went there to bring alms.
Seleucia had a port on the Mediterranean: from
there our gospel workers embarked to go to the island of
Cyprus, the homeland of Saint Barnabas. Arriving at Salamis, a
significant city and port on that island, they began to
announce the Gospel to the Jews and then to the Gentiles, who
were simpler and more inclined to receive the faith. The two
Apostles, preaching throughout that island, came to Paphos,
the capital of the country, where the proconsul, that is, the
Roman governor named Sergius Paul, resided. Here Saul'’'s zeal
had the opportunity to exercise itself due to a magician named
Bar-Jesus or Elymas. This man, whether to gain the favour of
the proconsul or to extract money from his conjuring, seduced
the people and turned Sergius away from following the pious
sentiments of his heart. The proconsul, having heard about the
preachers who had come to the land he governed, sent for them
to come and make known their doctrine. Saul and Barnabas
immediately went to explain the truths of the Gospel to him;
but Elymas, seeing his means of gain taken away, fearing
perhaps worse, began to obstruct God’s plans, contradicting
Saul’s doctrine and discrediting him before the proconsul to
keep him away from the truth. Then Saul, all aflame with zeal
and the Holy Spirit, fixed his gaze upon him: “Wicked man,” he
said to him, “you vessel of iniquity and fraud, son of the
devil, enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease from
perverting the straight ways of the Lord? Now behold, the hand
of God is upon you: from this moment you will be blind and for
as long as God wills, you will not see the light of the sun.”
Instantly a mist fell upon his eyes, and having lost the
ability to see, he went about groping, seeking someone to lead



him by the hand.

At that terrible event, Sergius recognised the
hand of God and moved by Saul’'s preaching and that miracle,
believed in Jesus Christ and embraced the faith with all his
family. Even the magician Elymas, terrified by this sudden
blindness, recognised the divine power in Paul’s words and,
renouncing magic, converted, did penance, and embraced the
faith. On this occasion Saul took the name of Paul, both in
memory of the governor’s conversion and to be better received
among the Gentiles, since Saul was a Hebrew name, while Paul
was a Roman name.

Gathered in Paphos, no small result of their
preaching, Paul and Barnabas with other companions embarked
for Perga, a city in Pamphylia. There they sent John Mark who
until then had been helping them, back home. Barnabas would
have gladly kept him; but Paul, seeing a certain timidity and
inconsistency in him, thought to send him back to his mother
in Jerusalem. We will soon see this disciple repair the
weakness just shown and become a fervent preacher.

CHAPTER V. Saint Paul preaches 1in
Pisidian Antioch - Year of Jesus Christ
44

From Perga, Saint Paul went with Saint Barnabas to
Antioch in Pisidia, so named to distinguish it from Antioch in
Syria, which was the great capital of the East. There the
Jews, as in many other cities of Asia, had their synagogue
where on Saturdays they gathered to listen to the explanation
of the Law of Moses and the Prophets. The two apostles also
attended, along with many Jews and Gentiles who already
worshipped the true God. According to the custom of the Jews,
the teachers of the law read a passage from the Bible and then
gave it to Paul with the request to say something edifying to
them. Paul, who was waiting for the opportunity to speak,
stood up, gestured with his hand for everyone to be silent,



and began to speak thus: “Children of Israel, and you all who
fear the Lord, since you invite me to speak, I ask you to
listen to me with the attention that the dignity of the things
I am about to tell you deserves.

“The God who chose our fathers when they were in
Egypt and through a series of wonders made them a privileged
nation, has particularly honoured the lineage of David by
promising that he would raise the Saviour of the world from
it. That great promise, confirmed by so many prophecies, has
finally been fulfilled in the person of Jesus of Nazareth.
John, whom you certainly believe, the John whose sublime
virtues made people believe he was the Messiah, gave the most
authoritative testimony about him, saying that he did not
consider himself worthy to untie even the straps of his
sandals. You today, brothers, you worthy sons of Abraham, and
you all worshippers of the true God, of whatever nation or
lineage you may be, are those to whom the word of salvation is
particularly addressed. The inhabitants of Jerusalem, deceived
by their leaders, did not want to recognise the Redeemer we
preach to you. Rather, they put him to death; but Almighty God
did not allow, as he had predicted, that the body of his
Christ should suffer corruption in the tomb. Therefore, on the
third day after his death, he raised him glorious and
triumphant.

“Up to this point, you have no blame, for the
light of truth had not yet reached you. But tremble from now
on if you ever close your eyes; tremble at bringing down upon
yourselves the curse thundered by the prophets against anyone
who does not want to recognise the great work of the Lord, the
fulfilment of which must take place in these days.”

Having finished his speech, all the listeners
withdrew in silence, meditating on the things they had heard
from Saint Paul.

However, different thoughts occupied their minds.
The good were filled with joy at the words of salvation
announced to them, but a large part of the Jews, still
convinced that the Messiah should restore the temporal power



of their nation and ashamed to recognise the one whom their
leaders had condemned to a shameful death as the Messiah,
received Paul'’s preaching with displeasure. Nevertheless, they
showed themselves satisfied and invited the Apostle to return
the following Saturday, with a very different spirit: the
malicious to prepare to contradict him, and those who feared
the Lord, both Israelites and Gentiles, to better instruct
themselves and strengthen their faith. On the appointed day,
an immense crowd gathered to hear this new doctrine. As soon
as Saint Paul began to preach, the teachers from the synagogue
rose up against him. They initially presented some
difficulties; when they realised they could not resist the
strength of the arguments with which Saint Paul proved the
truths of the faith, they resorted to shouting, insults, and
blasphemies. The two apostles, seeing the word stifled in
their mouths, boldly exclaimed in a loud voice: “It was
necessary in the first place to announce the divine word to
you; but since you stubbornly close your ears and furiously
reject it, you render yourselves unworthy of eternal life. We
therefore turn to the Gentiles to fulfil the promise made by
God through the mouth of his prophet when he said: ‘I have
destined you to be a light to the Gentiles and for their
salvation to the ends of the earth.’”

The Jews then, even more moved by envy and
indignation, stirred up a fierce persecution against the
Apostles.

They made use of some women who enjoyed a
reputation for being pious and honest, and together with them
incited the magistrates of the city, and all together,
shouting and clamouring, forced the Apostles to leave their
borders. Thus compelled, Paul and Barnabas departed from that
unfortunate land, and at the moment of their departure,
according to the command of Jesus Christ, they shook the dust
from their feet as a sign of renouncing forever any
relationship with them, as people rejected by God and struck
by divine curse.



CHAPTER VI. Saint Paul preaches in other
cities — Performs a miracle in Lystra,
where he is then stoned and left for dead
— Year of Jesus Christ 45

Paul and Barnabas, driven out of Pisidia, went to
Lycaonia, another province of Asia Minor, and went to Iconium
which was its capital. The holy Apostles, seeking only the
glory of God, forgetting the mistreatment they had received 1in
Antioch from the Jews, immediately began preaching the Gospel
in the synagogue. Here God blessed their labours, and a
multitude of Jews and Gentiles embraced the faith. But those
among the Jews who remained unbelieving and persisted 1in
wickedness stirred up another persecution against the
Apostles. Some welcomed them as men sent by God, while others
proclaimed them impostors. Therefore, having been warned that
many of them, protected by the leaders of the synagogue and
the magistrates, wanted to stone them, they went to Lystra and
then to Derbe, a city not far from Iconium. These cities and
the surrounding areas became the field where our zealous
workers began to sow the word of the Lord. Among the many
miracles that God performed through Saint Paul during this
mission, the one we are about to recount was remarkable.

In Lystra, there was a man who had been crippled
from birth and had never been able to take a step with his
feet. Having heard that Saint Paul was performing astonishing
miracles, he felt a lively confidence in his heart that he too
could obtain healing through this means, as many others had
already done. He was listening to the Apostle’s preaching when
Paul, gazing intently at the unfortunate man and perceiving
the good dispositions of his soul, said in a loud voice:
“Stand up and walk on your feet.” At such a command, the
cripple stood up and began to walk swiftly. The multitude that
had witnessed this miracle was filled with enthusiasm and
wonder. “These men are not human,” they exclaimed from all
sides, “but are gods in human form come down from heaven among



n

us.” According to this erroneous assumption, they called
Barnabas Jupiter, because he appeared to them more majestic,
and Paul, who spoke with wonderful eloquence, they called
Mercury, who among the Gentiles was the interpreter and
messenger of Jupiter and the god of eloquence. When the news
of the event reached the priest at the temple of Jupiter, who
was outside the city, he deemed it his duty to offer a solemn
sacrifice to the great guests and invited all the people to
take part. Having prepared the victims, the crowns, and
everything necessary for the ceremony, they brought everything
before the house where Paul and Barnabas were staying, wanting
in every way to make a sacrifice to them. The two Apostles,
filled with holy zeal, rushed into the crowd and, in a sign of
sorrow, tearing their clothes, cried out: “Oh, what are you
doing, you miserable people? We are mortal men like you; we
urge you with all our spirit to turn from the worship of gods
to the worship of the Lord who created heaven and earth, and
who, although in the past he tolerated the Gentiles and their
follies, has nevertheless provided clear arguments of his
being and his infinite goodness through works that make him
known as the supreme master of all things.”

At such frank speaking, the people’s spirits
calmed, and they abandoned the idea of making the sacrifice.
The priests had not yet completely given in and were perplexed
about whether they should desist when some Jews arrived from
Antioch and Iconium, sent by the synagogues to disturb the
holy endeavours of the Apostles. Those wicked men did so much
and said so much that they managed to turn the whole crowd
against the two Apostles. Thus, those who had venerated them
as gods just a few days earlier now shouted that they were
wrongdoers; and since Saint Paul had spoken in particular, the
anger was directed entirely at him.

They unleashed such a storm of stones upon him
that, believing him to be dead, they dragged him out of the
city. See, 0 reader, what account you must make of the glory
of the world! Those who today would elevate you above the
stars may tomorrow wish you in the deepest abyss! Blessed are



those who place their trust in God.

CHAPTER VII. Paul miraculously healed -
Other apostolic labours - Conversion of
Saint Thecla

The disciples, along with other faithful, having
heard or perhaps seen what had been done to Paul, gathered
around his body, mourning him as dead. But they were soon
consoled; for whether Paul was truly dead or merely badly
beaten, God made him return healthy and vigorous in an
instant, to the point that he was able to get up by himself
and, surrounded by the disciples, return to the city of Lystra
among the very same people who had just stoned him.

But the next day, having left that city, he went
to Derbe, another city in Lycaonia. Here he preached Jesus
Christ and made many conversions. Paul and Barnabas visited
many cities where they had already preached and, observing the
serious dangers to which those who had recently come to the
faith were exposed, appointed Bishops and Priests to take care
of those churches.

Among the conversions made during this third
mission of Paul, the one of Saint Thecla is very famous. While
he was preaching in Iconium, this young woman went to listen
to him. Previously, she had dedicated herself to the liberal
arts and the study of secular philosophy. Her relatives had
already promised her to a young nobleman, rich and very
powerful. One day, while listening to Saint Paul preach about
the value of virginity, she felt herself fall in love with
this precious virtue. Upon hearing the great esteem that the
Saviour had for it and the great reward reserved in heaven for
those who have the good fortune to preserve it, she felt a
burning desire to consecrate herself to Jesus Christ and
renounce all the advantages of earthly marriage. At her
refusal of that marriage, which appeared advantageous in the
eyes of the world, her relatives were greatly indignant, and,



in agreement with the groom, tried every means, every flattery
to make her change her mind. ALl in vain: when a soul 1is
wounded by the love of God, every human effort fails to divert
it from the object it loves. In fact, the relatives, the
groom, and the friends, turning love into fury, incited the
judges and magistrates of Iconium against the holy virgin, and
from threats they moved to actions.

She was thrown into a den of hungry and ferocious
beasts; Thecla, armed only with confidence in God, made the
sign of the Holy Cross, and those animals laid down their
ferocity and respected the bride of Jesus Christ. A fire was
lit into which she was thrown; but as soon as she made the
sign of the Cross, the flames were extinguished, and she
remained unharmed. In short, she was subjected to every kind
of torment and was miraculously delivered from all. For these
things, she was given the name of protomartyr, that is, the
first martyr among women, just as Saint Stephen was the first
martyr among men. She lived many more years practising the
most heroic virtues and died in peace at a very old age.

CHAPTER VIII. Saint Paul goes to confer
with Saint Peter — Attends the Council of
Jerusalem — Year of Christ 50

After the labours and sufferings endured by Paul
and Barnabas during their third mission, content with the
souls they had managed to bring to the fold of Jesus Christ,
they returned to Antioch in Syria. There they recounted to the
faithful of that city the wonders performed by God in the
conversion of the Gentiles. The Holy Apostle was consoled
there with a revelation, in which God commanded him to go to
Jerusalem to confer with Saint Peter about the Gospel he had
preached. God had commanded this so that Saint Paul would
recognise in Saint Peter the Head of the Church, and thus all
the faithful would understand how the two leaders of the
Apostles preached the same faith, one God, one baptism, one



Saviour Jesus Christ.

Paul set out in the company of Barnabas, bringing
with him a disciple named Titus who had been won to the faith
during this third mission. This is the famous Titus who became
a model of virtue, a faithful follower and collaborator of our
holy Apostle, and of whom we will also have much to say. Upon
arriving in Jerusalem, they presented themselves to the
Apostles Peter, James, and John, who were considered the main
pillars of the Church. Among other things, it was agreed there
that Peter, along with James and John, would apply himself in
a special way to lead the Jews to the faith; while Paul and
Barnabas would dedicate themselves primarily to the conversion
of the Gentiles.

Paul stayed fifteen days in that city, after which
he returned with his companions to Antioch. There they found
the faithful very agitated over a question arising from the
fact that the Jews wanted to compel the Gentiles to submit to
circumcision and the other ceremonies of the law of Moses,
which was the same as saying that it was necessary to become a
good Jew in order to then become a good Christian. The
disputes went so far that, unable to quiet them otherwise, it
was decided to send Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem to consult
the Head of the Church so that the matter could be resolved by
him.

We have already recounted in the life of Saint
Peter how God, with a wonderful revelation, had made known to
this prince of the Apostles that the Gentiles, coming to the
faith, were not obliged to circumcision nor to the other
ceremonies of the law of Moses; however, in order that the
will of God might be known to all and that every difficulty
might be solemnly resolved, Peter gathered a universal
council, which became the model for all the councils that
would be celebrated in future times. There, Paul and Barnabas
presented the state of the question which was defined by Saint
Peter and confirmed by the other Apostles in the following
manner:

“The Apostles and elders to the brothers converted



from paganism who dwell in Antioch and in other parts of Syria
and Cilicia. Having heard that some from here have troubled
and distressed your consciences with arbitrary ideas, it
seemed good to us, gathered here, to choose and send to you
Paul and Barnabas, men very dear to us, who have risked their
lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. With them we send
Silas and Judas, who will deliver our letters to you and will
confirm the same truths to you verbally. For it has been
judged by the Holy Spirit and by us not to impose on you any
other law, except those you must observe, namely to abstain
from things sacrificed to idols, from blood, from strangled
animals, and from fornication; abstaining from these things
you will do well. Stay in peace.”

This last matter, namely fornication, did not need
to be prohibited as it is entirely contrary to the dictates of
reason and prohibited by the sixth commandment of the
Decalogue. However, this prohibition was renewed regarding the
Gentiles, who in the worship of their false gods thought it
was permissible, indeed a pleasing thing to those filthy
deities.

When Paul and Barnabas, along with Silas and
Judas, arrived in Antioch, they published the letter with the
council’s decree, which not only quelled the tumult but filled
the brothers with joy, each recognizing the voice of God in
that of Saint Peter and the council. Silas and Judas greatly
contributed to that common joy, as they were prophets, that
is, filled with the Holy Spirit and endowed with the gift of
divine speech and a particular grace to interpret the divine
Scriptures, and they were very effective in confirming the
faithful in faith, concord, and good intentions.

Saint Peter, having been informed of the
extraordinary progress that the Gospel was making in Antioch,
also wanted to visit the faithful to whom he had already
preached for many years and among whom he had held the
Pontifical See for seven years. While the two leaders of the
Apostles were staying in Antioch, it happened that Peter, to
please the Jews, practised some ceremonies of the Mosaic law.



This caused a certain aversion on the part of the Gentiles,
without Saint Peter being aware of it. Saint Paul, having
learned of this fact, publicly warned Saint Peter, who
received the advice with admirable humility without uttering
words of excuse; rather, from then on, he became very friendly
with Saint Paul, and in his letters he would not call him by
any other name than that of dearest brother. An example worthy
of imitation by those who are in any way warned of their
faults.

CHAPTER IX. Paul separates from Barnabas
— Travels through various cities of Asia
— God sends him to Macedonia - 1In
Philippi, he converts Lydia’'s family -
Year of Christ 51

Paul and Barnabas preached the Gospel for some
time in the city of Antioch, even working to spread it in the
nearby countries. Not long after, Paul thought it would be
good to visit the Churches to which he had preached. He said
to Barnabas, “I think it is good that we return to see the
faithful in those cities and lands where we have preached, to
see how things are going in terms of religion among them.”
Nothing was closer to Barnabas’s heart, and therefore he
immediately agreed with the Holy Apostle; but he proposed to
take with them John Mark, who had followed them on the
previous mission and had then left them in Perga. Perhaps he
wanted to erase the stain he had made on that occasion, so he
wanted to be in their company again. Saint Paul did not judge
it that way: “You see,” he said to Barnabas, “that this man 1is
not someone to be trusted: surely you remember when we arrived
in Perga of Pamphylia how he abandoned us.” Barnabas insisted
that he could be welcomed, and he presented good reasons.
Unable to agree, the two Apostles decided to separate from
each other and go their separate ways.

Thus God made use of this difference of opinion



for his greater glory; for, separated, they brought the light
of the Gospel to more places, which they would not have done
if they had both gone together.

Barnabas went with John Mark to the island of
Cyprus and visited those Churches where he had preached with
Saint Paul on the previous mission. This Apostle worked hard
to spread the faith of Jesus Christ and was finally crowned
with martyrdom in Cyprus, his homeland. John Mark was
steadfast this time, and we will later see him as a faithful
companion of Saint Paul, who praised his zeal and charity
greatly.

Saint Paul took with him Silas, who had been
appointed as a companion to carry the acts of the Jerusalem
council to Antioch. He undertook his fourth journey and went
to visit various Churches he had founded. He first went to
Derbe, then to Lystra, where some time earlier the Holy
Apostle had been left for dead. But God wanted to compensate
him this time for what he had previously suffered.

He found there a young man he had converted on the
other mission, named Timothy. Paul had already known the fine
character of this disciple and in his heart had decided to
make him a collaborator of the Gospel, that is, to consecrate
him as a priest and take him as a companion in his apostolic
work. However, before conferring sacred ordination, Paul asked
for information from the faithful in Lystra and found that
everyone praised this good young man, extolling his virtue,
modesty, and spirit of prayer; and not only those from Lystra
said this but even those from Iconium and the other nearby
cities, and all foresaw in Timothy a zealous priest and a holy
bishop.

With these glowing testimonies, Paul had no
further difficulty in consecrating him as a priest. Paul then,
taking Timothy and Silas with him, continued the visit to the
Churches, recommending to all to observe and hold firm to the
decisions of the Jerusalem council. Those in Antioch had done
so, and so did the preachers of the Gospel at all times to
assure the faithful not to fall into error: namely, to adhere



to the decrees, the orders of the councils and of the Roman
Pontiff, successor of Saint Peter.

Paul and his companions crossed Galatia and
Phrygia to bring the Gospel to Asia, but the Holy Spirit
forbade him.

To facilitate the understanding of the things we
are about to recount, it is good to note in passing that in a
broad sense the word ‘Asia’ we mean one of the three parts of
the world. The whole expanse of Asia, except for the part
called Asia Minor which is now Anatolia, is usually referred
to as Greater Asia, which 1is the peninsula between the
Mediterranean Sea, the Aegean Sea, and the Black Sea. A part
of Asia Minor was also called Proconsular Asia, more or less
extensive according to the number of provinces entrusted to
the government of the Roman proconsul. Here, by Asia, where
Saint Paul planned to go, we mean a portion of Proconsular
Asia located around Ephesus and bordered by Mount Taurus, the
Black Sea, and Phrygia.

Saint Paul then thought of going to Bithynia,
which 1is another province of Asia Minor a bit more towards the
Black Sea; but even that was not permitted by God. Therefore,
he returned and went to Troas, which is a city and province
where there was once a famous city called Troy. God had
reserved the preaching of the Gospel to those peoples for
another time; for now he wanted to send Paul to other
countries.

While Saint Paul was in Troas, an angel appeared
to him dressed as a man according to the custom of the
Macedonians. Standing before him, he began to plead: “Please!
Have mercy on us; cross over to Macedonia and come to our
aid.” From this vision, Saint Paul understood the will of the
Lord and without delay prepared to cross the sea to go to
Macedonia.

In Troas, a cousin of Saint Paul named Luke joined
him, who proved to be a great help in his apostolic labours.
He was a physician from Antioch, of great intellect, who wrote
Greek with purity and elegance. He was to Paul what Saint Mark



was to Saint Peter; and like him, he wrote the Gospel that we
read under the name of the Gospel according to Luke. The book
titled Acts of the Apostles, from which we derive almost
everything we say about Saint Paul, is also the work of Saint
Luke. Since he joined as a companion of our Apostle, there was
no longer any danger, toil, or suffering that could shake his
steadfastness.

Paul, therefore, according to the angel’s advice,
along with Silas, Timothy, and Luke, embarked from Troas,
sailed the Aegean Sea (which separates Europe from Asia), and
with a prosperous voyage arrived at the island of Samothrace,
then to Neapolis, not the capital of the Kingdom of Naples but
a small town on the border of Thrace and Macedonia. Without
stopping, the Apostle went directly to Philippi, the main
city, so named because it was built by a king of that country
named Philip. There they stayed for some time.

The Jews had no synagogue in that city, either
because they were prohibited or because they were too few in
number. They had only a proseucha, or place of prayer, which
we call an oratory. On the Sabbath, Paul and his companions
went out of the city to the riverbank where they found a
proseucha with some women inside. They immediately began to
preach the kingdom of God to that simple audience. A merchant
named Lydia was the first to be called by God; thus, she and
her family received Baptism.

This pious woman, grateful for the benefits
received, begged her teachers and the fathers of her soul: “If
you judge me faithful to God, do not deny me a grace after
that of Baptism which I acknowledge comes from you. Come to my
house, stay as long as you like, and consider it as yours.”
Paul did not want to agree; but she insisted so much that he
had to accept. This is the fruit that the word of God produces
when it is well listened to. It generates faith; but it must
be heard and explained by the sacred ministers, as Saint Paul
himself said: “Fides ex auditu, auditus autem per verbum
Christi” (Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the
word of Christ).



CHAPTER X. Saint Paul frees a girl from
the devil - He is beaten with rods - He
is put in prison - Conversion of the
jailer and his family — Year of Christ 51

Saint Paul and his companions went here and there
spreading the seed of the word of God throughout the city of
Philippi. One day, going to the proseucha, they encountered a
fortune-teller, whom we would call a sorceress or witch. She
had a devil in her that spoke through her mouth and predicted
many extraordinary things; which greatly benefited her
masters, as ignorant people went to consult her and had to pay
well for the predictions. She then began to follow Saint Paul
and his companions, shouting behind them: “These men are
servants of the Most High God; they show you the way of
salvation.” Saint Paul let her speak without saying anything,
until, annoyed and indignant, he turned to the evil spirit
that spoke through her and said in a threatening tone: “In the
name of Jesus Christ, I command you to come out of this girl
immediately.” Saying and doing was one and the same, for,
compelled by the powerful name of Jesus Christ, it had to
leave that body, and due to its departure the sorceress was
left without magic.

You, O readers, will understand the reason why the
devil praised Saint Paul, and why this holy Apostle rejected
the praises. The evil spirit wanted Saint Paul to leave it in
peace, and thus for people to believe that the doctrine of
Saint Paul was the same as the predictions of the possessed
woman. The holy Apostle wanted to demonstrate that there was
no agreement between Christ and the devil, and by refusing its
flattery he showed how great the power of the name of Jesus
Christ is over all the spirits of hell.

The girl’s masters, having seen that all hope of
profit from the devil was gone, were greatly indignant against
Saint Paul and, without waiting for any command, took him and
his companions and led them to the Palace of Justice. Arriving



before the judges, they said: “These men of Jewish race are
disturbing our city by introducing a new religion, which 1is
certainly sacrilege.” The people, hearing that their religion
was offended, became furious and rushed against them from all
sides.

The judges were full of indignation and, tearing
their clothes, without any trial, without examining whether
there was a crime or not, ordered that Paul and Silas be
fiercely beaten with rods, and when they were either satisfied
or tired of beating them, they ordered that Paul and Silas be
taken to prison, imposing on the jailer to guard them with the
utmost diligence. This man not only locked them in prison but,
for greater security, fastened their feet in stocks. Those
holy men, in the horror of the prison, covered in wounds, far
from complaining, rejoiced with joy and during the night sang
praises to God. The other prisoners were amazed.

It was midnight, and they were still singing and
blessing God when suddenly a very strong earthquake was felt.
With a horrible crash it shook the building to its
foundations. At this shock, the chains fell from the
prisoners, their stocks broke, the prison doors opened, and
all the detainees found themselves free. The jailer woke up
and, running to find out what had happened, found the doors
open. Then not doubting that the prisoners had escaped, and
therefore perhaps he himself would have to pay with his life,
he ran in despair, and drawing a sword, he pointed it at his
chest and was about to kill himself. Paul, either by the
brightness of the moon or by the light of some lamp, seeing
the man in such an act of despair, shouted, “Stop! Do not harm
yourself, for we are all here.” Reassured by these words, he
calmed down a bit and, having a light brought to him, entered
the prison and found the prisoners each in their place.
Overcome with wonder and moved by the inner light of God'’s
grace, trembling all over he fell at the feet of Paul and
Silas, saying, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”

Everyone can imagine how much joy Paul felt in his
heart at such words! He turned to him and replied, “Believe in



the Son of God, Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and
your whole family.”

Without delay the good man took the holy
prisoners to his house, washed their wounds with the love and
reverence he would have shown his father. Then gathering his
family, they were taught the truth of the faith. Listening
with humble hearts to the word of God, they quickly learned
what was necessary to become Christians. Thus Saint Paul,
seeing them filled with faith and the grace of the Holy
Spirit, baptized them all. Then they began to thank God for
the benefits received. These new believers, seeing Paul and
Silas exhausted and weak from the beatings and long fasting,
immediately ran to prepare dinner for them, and they were
refreshed. The two Apostles found great comfort in the souls
they had won for Jesus Christ; therefore, filled with
gratitude to God they returned to prison waiting for the
arrangements that divine Providence would make known to them
regarding their situation.

Meanwhile, the magistrates regretted having had
those whom they could not find any fault with beaten and
imprisoned, and sent some officers to tell the jailer to
release the two prisoners. Overjoyed by this news, the jailer
immediately ran to communicate it to the Apostles. “You can
surely go in peace” he said. But it seemed to Paul that it
things should be done differently. If they had secretly
escaped it would have been believed that they were guilty of a
serious crime, which would harm the Gospel. Therefore, he
called the officers to him and said, “Your magistrates,
without having knowledge of this case, without any form of
judgment, have publicly beaten us who are Roman citizens; and
now they want to send us away secretly. Certainly, it will not
be so: let them come themselves and lead us out of prison.”
The messengers brought this response to the magistrates. When
they understood that they were Roman citizens, they were
seized with great fear, because beating a Roman citizen was a
capital crime. So they immediately came to the prison and with
kind words apologised for what they had done and, leading them



out of prison honourably, they begged them to leave the city.
The Apostles immediately went to Lydia’s house where they
found their companions in distress because of them; and they
were greatly consoled to see them set free. After that, they
departed from the city of Philippi. Thus the citizens rejected
the graces of the Lord for the graces of men.

CHAPTER XI. St Paul preaches 1in
Thessalonica — The Jason affair — He goes
to Berea where he is again disturbed by
the Jews — Year of Christ 52

Paul, along with his companions, left Philippi,
leaving behind the two families of Lydia and the jailer who
had been won over to Jesus Christ. Passing through the cities
of Amphipolis and Apollonia, he arrived in Thessalonica, the
main city of Macedonia, very famous for its trade and its port
on the Aegean Sea. Today it is called Salonika.

There, God had prepared many sufferings and many
souls to be won for Christ for the holy Apostle. He began to
preach and for three Sabbaths continued to prove with the Holy
Scriptures that Jesus Christ was the Messiah, the Son of God,
and that the things that had happened to him had been foretold
by the Prophets. Therefore, one had to either renounce the
prophecies or believe in the coming of the Messiah. Some
believed this preaching and embraced the faith, but others,
especially Jews, were obstinate and rose up against St Paul
with great hatred. They followed the lead of some wicked men
from the rabble, gathered together, and in groups made a
commotion throughout the city. And since Silas and Paul had
taken lodging with a certain Jason, they stormed his house to
drag them out and bring them before the people. The faithful
noticed this in time and managed to help them escape. Unable
to find them, they took Jason along with some faithful and
dragged them before the city magistrates, shouting loudly:
“These troublemakers of the human race have come here from



Philippi; and Jason has welcomed them into his house; now
these men are transgressing the decrees and violating the
majesty of Caesar by claiming that there is another King,
namely Jesus of Nazareth.” These words inflamed the
Thessalonians and stirred up the magistrates to fury. But
Jason, having assured them that there would be no riot and
that, should they ask for these foreigners, he would present
them to them, were satisfied and the disturbance subsided. But
Silas and Paul, seeing all efforts in that city useless,
followed the advice of their brothers and went to Berea,
another city in that province.

In Berea, Paul began to preach in the Jewish
synagogue, that is, he put himself in the same danger from
which he had just been almost miraculously freed. But this
time his courage was richly rewarded. The Bereans listened
eagerly to the Word of God. Paul always cited passages from
the Bible that concerned Jesus Christ, and the listeners
immediately ran to check and verify the texts he quoted; and
finding them to correspond exactly, they bowed to the truth
and believed in the Gospel. This is what the Saviour with the
Jews in Palestine when he invited them to read the Holy
Scriptures carefully: Scrutamini Scripturas, et 1ipsae
testimonium perhibent de me.

However, the conversions that took place in Berea
could not remain hidden to the extent that news of them did
reached those in Thessalonica. The obstinate Jews in this
city rushed in large numbers to Berea to spoil the work of God
and prevent the conversion of the Gentiles. St Paul was
primarily sought as the one who particularly supported the
preaching. The brothers, seeing him in danger, had him
secretly accompanied out of the city by trusted people and, by
safe routes, led him to Athens. However, Silas and Timothy
remained in Berea. But Paul, when dismissing those who had
accompanied him, earnestly recommended that they tell Silas
and Timothy to join him as soon as possible. The holy Fathers
recognise Christians, in the obstinacy of the Jews 1in
Thessalonica, who are not satisfied with not profiting from



the benefits of religion, but also seek to alienate others,
which they do either by slandering the sacred ministers or by
despising the things of religion. The Saviour says to them:
“The vineyard will be taken away from you,” that is, my
religion, “and will be given to other peoples who will
cultivate it better than you and will bring forth fruit in due
time.” A terrible threat, but which unfortunately has already
come to pass and is coming to pass in many countries where the
Christian religion once flourished, but we now see immersed in
the thick darkness of error, vice, and disorder. — May God
save us from this scourge!

CHAPTER XII. The religious situation of
the Athenians — St Paul in the Areopagus

— Conversion of St Dionysius — Year of
Christ 52

Athens was one of the oldest, richest, and most
commercial cities in the world. Science, military valour,
philosophers, orators, and poets have always been the masters
of humankind there. The Romans themselves had sent to Athens
to collect laws that they brought back to Rome as oracles of
wisdom. There was also a senate of men considered a mirror of
virtue, justice, and prudence; they were called Areopagites,
from the Areopagus, the place where they held court. But
despite so much knowledge, they were immersed in the shameful
ignorance of religious matters. The dominant sects were the
Epicureans and the Stoics. The Epicureans denied that God was
creator of the world and denied providence, nor did they admit
reward or punishment in the afterlife, therefore they placed
happiness in earthly pleasures. The Stoics placed the highest
good in virtue alone and made man greater than God himself in
some things, because they believed they had virtue and wisdom
from themselves. All then worshipped multiple gods, and there
was no crime that was not favoured by some senseless divinity.

St Paul, unknown and held in contempt because he



was a Jew, had to preach Jesus Christ to them, who was also a
Jew who died on the cross, and he had to lead them to worship
him as the true God. Therefore only God could make St Paul’s
words change hearts so steeped in vice and alien to true
virtue, and make them embrace and profess the holy Christian
religion.

While Paul was waiting for Silas and Timothy, he
felt compassion in his heart for those deceived wretches and,
as was his wont, disputed with the Jews and all those who fell
out with him sometimes in the synagogues, sometimes in the
squares. The Epicureans and the Stoics also came to dispute
with him, and, unable to resist the arguments, they began
saying: “What is this babbler trying to say?” Others said: “It
seems that this man wants to show us some new god.” They said
this because they heard him mention Jesus Christ and the
resurrection. Some others, wanting to act with greater
prudence, invited Paul to go to the Areopagus. When he arrived
at that magnificent senate they said to him: “Could we know
something about this new doctrine of yours? For you bring
things to our ears that we never heard before. We desire to
know about what you are teaching.”

At the news that a foreigner was to speak in the
Areopagus, a great crowd of people gathered.

It is worth noting here that it was strictly
forbidden among the Athenians to say the slightest word
against their countless and foolish deities, and they
considered it a capital crime to receive or add any foreign
god among them that had not been carefully examined and
proposed by the senate. Two philosophers, one named Anaxagoras
and the other Socrates, had to lose their lives just for
having implied that they could not accept so many ridiculous
deities. From these things one can easily understand the
danger in which St Paul found himself when preaching the true
God to this terrifying assembly and trying to overthrow all
their gods.

The holy Apostle, therefore, seeing himself in
this august senate and having to speak to the wisest of men,



judged it well to adopt a style and a way of reasoning that
was much more elegant than he usually did. And since the
senators did not accept the subject of the Scriptures, he
thought he would speak with the force of reason. Therefore,
standing up and getting all to be silent, he began:

“Men of Athens, I see that in all things you are
very religious. For as I passed through this city and
considered your objects of worship, I found also an altar with
this inscription: To the Unknown God. Therefore, I come to
announce the God whom you worship without knowing it. He 1is
the God who made the world and all things that exist in it. He
is the Lord of heaven and earth, and therefore does not dwell
in temples made by men. Nor is he served by human hands as if
he needed anything; rather, he is the one who gives life,
breath to all, and all things. He caused all others to descend
from one man, whose descendants extended to inhabit the whole
earth. He fixed the times and boundaries of their habitation,
that they might seek God if ever they could find him, though
he is not far from us.

“For in him we live and move and have our being,
as even one of your own poets has said (Aratus, a famous poet
from Cilicia): ‘For we are indeed his descendents.’ Being
God’'s descendents, then, we ought not to think that the divine
being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the
art and imagination of man. The God overlooked times of
ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to
repent. For he has fixed a day on which he will judge the
world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of
this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the
dead.”

Up to this point, his flippant listeners, whose
vices and errors had been attacked with much finesse, had
maintained good decorum. But at the first announcement of the
extraordinary doctrine of the resurrection, the Epicureans
rose up and largely left, mocking the doctrine which certainly
instilled terror in them. Others, more discreet, told him that
he had said enough for the day, and that they would listen to



him another time on the same subject. This is how the most
eloquent of the Apostles was received by that proud assembly.
They delayed taking advantage of the grace of God; we do not
read that this grace was ever granted to them by God again.

However, God did not fail to console his servant
who gained some privileged souls. Among others was Dionysius,
one of the judges of the Areopagus, and a woman named Damaris
who is believed to have been his wife. It is said of this
Dionysius that at the death of the Saviour, observing the
eclipse causing darkness to spread over all the earth, he
exclaimed: “Either the world is falling apart, or the author
of nature is suffering violence.” As soon as he could
understand the cause of that event he immediately surrendered
to the words of St Paul. It is also said that, having gone to
visit the Mother of God, he was so astonished by such beauty
and majesty that he fell to the ground to venerate her,
asserting that he would have worshipped her as a divinity if
faith had not assured him that there is only one God. He then
came to St Paul, was consecrated as bishop of Athens, and died
crowned with martyrdom.

CHAPTER XIII. St Paul in Corinth - His
stay in Aquila’'s house - Baptism of
Crispus and Sosthenes — He writes to the

Thessalonians — Return to Antioch - Year
of Jesus Christ 53-54

If Athens was the most famous city for science,
Corinth was considered the foremost for commerce. Merchants
from all over converged there. It had two ports on the isthmus
of the Peloponnese: one called Cenchreae facing the Aegean,
the other called Lechaeum overlooking the Adriatic. Disorder
and immorality were triumphant there. Despite such obstacles,
upon arriving in this city St Paul began to preach publicly
and privately.

He took lodging in the house of a Jew named



Aquila. He was a fervent Christian who, to escape the
persecution published by Emperor Claudius against Christians,
had fled from Italy with his wife named Priscilla and had come
to Corinth. They practised the same trade that Paul had
learned as a young man, namely, making tents for soldiers. To
avoid being a burden to his hosts, the holy Apostle also
dedicated himself to work and spent all the time he had free
from the sacred ministry in the workshop. Every Saturday,
however, he went to the synagogue and endeavoured to make the
Jews aware that the prophecies concerning the Messiah had been
fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ.

Meanwhile, Silas and Timothy arrived from Berea.
They had departed for Athens where they learned that Paul had
already left, and they reached him in Corinth. Upon their
arrival, Paul devoted himself with greater courage to
preaching to the Jews; but as their obstinacy grew every day,
and unable to bear so many blasphemies and such abuse of
grace, moved by God Paul announced to them the imminent divine
scourges with these words: “Your blood be upon your own heads;
I am innocent. Behold, I will turn to the Gentiles, and in the
future I will be all for them.”

Among the Jews who blasphemed Jesus Christ, there
were perhaps some who worked in Aquila’s workshop; therefore,
in order to avoid the company of the wicked, the Apostle left
his house and moved to a certain Titus Justus, who had
recently converted from paganism to the faith. Near Titus
lived a certain Crispus, the chief of the synagogue.
Instructed by the Apostle, he embraced the faith with all his
family.

Paul’s great occupations in Corinth did not make
him forget his beloved faithful in Thessalonica. When Timothy
arrived from there, he told him great things about the fervour
of these Christians, their great charity, the good memory they
kept of him, and their ardent desire to see him again. Unable
to go in person as he wished, Paul wrote them a letter which
is believed to be the first letter written by St Paul.

In this letter he rejoices greatly with the



Thessalonians for their faith and charity, then he exhorts
them to guard against sensual disorders and every kind of
fraud. And since idleness 1is the source of all vices, he
encourages them to dedicate themselves seriously to work,
deeming that the one who does not want to work will not be
worthy of eating: “If anyone does not want to work, neither
let him eat.” He then concludes by reminding them of the great
reward that God has prepared in heaven for the slightest toil
endured in this present life for love of Him.

Shortly after this letter, he received further
news from the same faithful in Thessalonica. They were greatly
troubled by some who were preaching the imminent universal
judgment. The Apostle wrote them a second letter, warning them
not to be deceived by their fallacious speeches. He notes
that a day of universal judgment is certain, but many signs
must first appear, among which is the preaching of the Gospel
throughout the earth. He exhorted them to hold fast to the
traditions that he had communicated to them by letter and by
word of mouth. Finally, he commended himself to their prayers
and insisted strongly on fleeing the curious and the idle who
are considered the plague of religion and society.

While St Paul was comforting the faithful of
Thessalonica, such persecutions arose against him that he
would have been led to flee from the city if he had not been
comforted by God with a vision. Jesus Christ appeared to him
and said: “Do not be afraid, I am with you; no one will be
able to harm you; in this city there are many who will be
converted to the faith through you.” Encouraged by such words,
the Apostle stayed in Corinth for eighteen months.

The conversion of Sosthenes was among those that
brought great consolation to Paul’s soul. He succeeded Crispus
in the position of chief of the synagogue. The conversion of
these two main representatives of their sect fiercely
irritated the Jews, and in their fury they took the Apostle
and brought him before the proconsul, accusing him of teaching
a religion contrary to that of the Jews. Gallius, such was the
governor’s name, hearing that it was a matter of religion, did



not want to get involved as a judge. He limited himself to
responding: “If it were a matter of some injustice or public
wrongdoing, I would gladly listen to you; but since it
concerns issues belonging to religion, you take care of it; I
do not intend to judge in these matters.” The proconsul
believed that questions and differences regarding religion
should be discussed by priests and not by civil authorities,
and for this reason, his response was wise.

Indignant at such a dismissal, the Jews turned
against Sosthenes, and they even incited the court officials
to join them in beating him in front of Gallius, without him
prohibiting them. Sosthenes endured the affront with
invincible patience and, as soon as he was released, joined
Paul and became his faithful companion in his travels.

Seeing himself miraculously freed from such a
grave storm, Paul made a vow to God in thanksgiving. The vow
was similar to that of the Nazarenes, which particularly
consisted of abstaining for a given time from wine and
anything else that could intoxicate, and letting his hair
grow, which among the ancients was a sign of mourning and
penance. When the time of the vow was to end, a sacrifice had
to be made in the temple with various ceremonies prescribed by
the law of Moses.

Having fulfilled part of his vow, in the company
of Aquila and Priscilla, St Paul embarked for Ephesus, a city
in Asia Minor. According to his custom, Paul went to visit the
synagogue and disputed several times with the Jews. These
disputes were peaceful; indeed, the Jews invited him to stay
longer; but Paul wanted to continue his journey to be in
Jerusalem and fulfil his vow. However, he promised the
faithful that he would return, and as a pledge of his return,
he left Aquila and Priscilla with them. From Ephesus, St Paul
embarked for Palestine and arrived at Caesarea where,
disembarking, he walked on foot toward Jerusalem. He went to
visit the faithful of this Church and, having fulfilled the
things for which he had undertaken the journey, came to
Antioch, where he stayed for some time.



Everything is worthy of admiration in this great
Apostle. Here we note only one thing that he warmly recommends
to the faithful of Corinth. To give them an important warning
on how to remain steadfast in faith he writes: “Brothers, in
order not to fall into error, hold fast to the traditions
learned from my discourse and from my letter.” With these
words St Paul commanded them to show the same reverence for
the written word of God and for the word of God handed down by
tradition, as taught by the Catholic Church.

CHAPTER XIV. Apollo in Ephesus - The
sacrament of Confirmation — St Paul works
many miracles — The case of two Jewish
exorcists — Year of Christ 55

St Paul stayed for some time in Antioch, but
seeing that the faithful were sufficiently provided with
sacred pastors, he decided to leave to visit the countries
where he had already preached once more. This is the fifth
journey of our holy Apostle. He went to Galatia, Pontus,
Phrygia, and Bithynia; then, according to the promise made, he
returned to Ephesus where Aquila and Priscilla were waiting
for him. Everywhere he was welcomed, as he himself writes, as
an angel of peace.

Between Paul’s departure and return to Ephesus, a
Jew named Apollo came to this city. He was an eloquent man and
deeply instructed in Sacred Scripture. He worshipped the
Saviour and preached him zealously, but he knew no other
baptism than that preached by St John the Baptist. Aquila and
Priscilla noticed that he had a very confused idea of the
Mysteries of the Faith and, calling him to themselves,
instructed him better in the doctrine, 1life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Desiring to bring the word of salvation to other
peoples, St Paul decided to pass into Achaia, that is, Greece.
The Ephesians, who for some time admired his virtues and began



to love him as a father, wanted to accompany him with a letter
in which they praised his zeal and commended him to the
Corinthians. Indeed, he did great good to those Christians.
When the Apostle arrived in Ephesus, he found several faithful
instructed by Apollo and wanting to know the state of these
souls, he asked if they had received the Holy Spirit; that is,
if they had received the sacrament of Confirmation, which was
usually administered at that time after baptism, and in which
the fullness of the gifts of the Holy Spirit was conferred.
But the good people replied: “We do not even know that there
is a Holy Spirit.” The Apostle, astonished at such a response,
and having understood that they had only received the baptism
of St John the Baptist, commanded that they be baptised again
with the baptism of Jesus Christ, that is, in the name of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. After that, laying his
hands on them, Paul administered the sacrament of
Confirmation, and these new faithful received not only the
invisible effects of grace but also particular and manifest
signs of divine omnipotence which made them speak fluently in
tongues they had not understood before, predicting future
things and interpreting Sacred Scripture.

St Paul preached for three months in the
synagogue, urging the Jews to believe in Jesus Christ. Many
believed, but several who were obstinate even blasphemed the
holy name of Jesus Christ. Paul, for the honour of the Gospel
ridiculed by these wicked individuals and to escape the
company of evil people, ceased to preach in the synagogque,
broke all communication with them and withdrew to the house of
a Gentile Christian named Tyrannus, who was a schoolmaster. St
Paul made the school a Church of Jesus Christ. Preaching and
explaining the truths of the faith, he attracted Gentiles and
Jews from all parts of Asia.

God helped his work by confirming the doctrine
preached by his servant with wunheard-of miracles. The
handkerchiefs, aprons, and bands that had touched Paul’'s body
were carried here and there and placed on the sick and the
possessed, and that was enough for diseases and unclean



spirits to immediately flee. This was an unheard of wonder,
and God certainly wanted such a fact to be recorded in the
Bible to confound those who have so much argued and still
argue against the veneration Catholics pay to sacred relics.

Perhaps they want to condemn those first Christians who
applied to the sick the handkerchiefs that had touched Paul’s
body as superstition? Things that St Paul had never prohibited
and that God showed to approve with miracles?

Regarding the invocation of the name of Jesus

Christ to perform miracles, a very curious event occurred.
Among the Ephesians, there were many who claimed to cast out
demons from bodies with certain magical words or by using
roots of herbs or perfumes. But their results always failed.
Some Jewish exorcists, seeing that even Paul’s garments cast
out demons, were filled with envy and tried, as St Paul did,
to use the name of Jesus Christ to cast the devil out of a
man. “I adjure you,” they kept saying, “and command you to
come out of this body by the Jesus whom Paul preaches.” The
devil, who knew things better than they did, answered through
the possessed: “I know Jesus and I know who Paul is; but you
are impostors. What right do you have over me?” Having said
this, he rushed upon them, beat them, and struck them so that
two of them barely managed to flee, wounded and with their
clothes torn to pieces. This astounding event, having spread
throughout the city, caused great fear, and no one dared to
say the holy name of Jesus Christ except with respect and
reverence.

CHAPTER XV. Sacrament of Confession -
Perverse books burned — Letter to the
Corinthians - Uprising for the goddess

Diana — Letter to the Galatians — Year of
Christ 56-57

God, who is always merciful, knows how to bring
good even from sin itself. The incident of the two exorcists



so badly beaten by the possessed man caused great fear among
all the Ephesians, and both Jews and Gentiles hurried to
renounce the devil and embrace the faith. It was then that
many of those who had believed came in great numbers to
confess and declare the evil they had committed in their lives
to obtain forgiveness: “They came confessing and declaring
their deeds.” This is a clear testimony of the sacramental
confession commanded by the Saviour and practised since
apostolic times.

The first fruit of the confession and repentance
of the faithful was to distance themselves from the occasions
of sin. Therefore, all those who possessed perverse books,
that is, contrary to good morals or religion, handed them over
to be burned. So many brought them that they made a pile in
the square and lit a bonfire in the presence of all the
people, considering it better to burn these books in this life
to avoid the eternal fire of hell. The value of the books
amounted to almost one hundred thousand francs. However, no
one sought to sell them, for it would have been to provide
others with an occasion to do harm, which 1is never permitted.
While these things were happening Apollo arrived from Corinth
to Ephesus with others, announcing that discord had arisen
among those faithful. The holy Apostle worked to remedy this
with a letter in which he recommended unity of faith,
obedience to their pastors, mutual charity, especially towards
the poor. He urged the rich not to host lavish banquets and
abandon the poor in misery. He then insisted that each one
purify their conscience before approaching the Body and Blood
of Jesus Christ, saying: “Whoever eats that Body and drinks
that Blood unworthily eats their own judgment and
condemnation.” It also happened that a young man had committed
a grave sin with his stepmother. The saint, to make them
understand the horror, commanded that he be separated from the
other faithful for some time so that he might come to his
senses. This is a true example of excommunication, as the
Catholic Church still practises when it excommunicates for
serious crimes, that is, declares Christians who are guilty of



them separated from others. Paul sent his disciple Titus to
deliver this letter to Corinth. The result seems to have been
abundant.

He was in Ephesus when a terrible persecution
broke out against him by a silversmith named Demetrius. This
man made small silver temples in which a statuette of the
goddess Diana was placed, a deity venerated in Ephesus and
throughout Asia. This brought him trade and great profit, as
most of the foreigners who came to the festivals of Diana took
these tokens of devotion with them. Demetrius was the main
craftsman and thus provided work and sustenance for the
families of many workers.

As the number of Christians grew, the number of
buyers of the statuettes of Diana decreased. So, one day
Demetrius gathered a large number of citizens and demonstrated
how Paul would make them all die of hunger, since he had no
other means to live. “At least,” he added, “it would only
concern our private interest; but the temple of our great
goddess, so celebrated throughout the world, is about to be
abandoned.” At these words he was interrupted by a thousand
different voices shouting in the most furious confusion:
“Great is Diana of the Ephesians! Great is Diana of the
Ephesians!” The whole city was thrown into an uproar; they ran
about shouting in search of Paul and, not being able to find
him immediately, dragged two of his companions named Gaius and
Aristarchus along with them. A Jew named Alexander wanted to
speak. But as soon as he could open his mouth, they began to
shout even louder from all sides: “Great is Diana of the
Ephesians! How great is Diana of the Ephesians!” This cry was
repeated for two whole hours.

Paul wanted to step forward in the midst of the
tumult to speak, but some brothers, knowing that he would
expose himself to certain death, prevented him. God, however,
who holds the hearts of men in his hands, restored full calm
among the people in an unexpected way. A wise man, a simple
secretary and, as it appears, a friend of Paul, managed to
calm the fury. As soon as he could speak he said: “And who



does not know that the city of Ephesus has a particular
devotion and worship towards the great Diana, daughter of
Jupiter? Since this is believed by all, you must not be
disturbed nor resort to such a reckless remedy, as if such
devotion established by all ages could fall into doubt. As for
Gaius and Aristarchus, I will tell you that they are not
convicted of any blasphemy against Diana. If Demetrius and his
companions have anything against them, let them bring the case
before the court. If we continue in these public
demonstrations, we will be accused of sedition.” At those
words the tumult calmed down and everyone returned to their
own occupations.

After this uproar Paul wanted to leave immediately
for Macedonia, but he had to postpone his departure due to
some disorders that had occurred among the faithful in
Galatia. Some false preachers began to discredit Saint Paul
and his preaching, claiming that his doctrine was different
from that of the other Apostles and that circumcision and the
ceremonies of the law of Moses were absolutely necessary.

The holy Apostle wrote a letter in which he
demonstrated the conformity of doctrine between himself and
the Apostles; he proves that many matters to do with the law
of Moses were no longer necessary for salvation; he
recommended they be very careful of false preachers and to
glory only in Jesus, in whose name he wished peace and
blessings.

Having sent the letter to the faithful in Galatia,
he departed for Macedonia after having stayed three years in
Ephesus, that is, from year fifty-four to year fifty-seven of
Jesus Christ. During Saint Paul’s stay in Ephesus, God made
him know in spirit that he was calling him to Macedonia, to
Greece, to Jerusalem, and to Rome.

CHAPTER XVI. Saint Paul returns to



Philippi — Second Letter to the faithful
of Corinth - He goes to this city -
Letter to the Romans - His prolonged
preaching in Troas — He raises a dead man
— Year of Christ 58

Before leaving Ephesus, Paul summoned the
disciples and, having given them a fatherly exhortation,
embraced them tenderly; then he set out on his journey to
Macedonia. He wished to stay for some time in Troas where he
hoped to meet his disciple Titus; but, not having found him
and wishing to quickly know about the state of the Church in
Corinth, he left Troas, crossed the Hellespont, which today is
called the Dardanelles Strait, and passed into Macedonia where
he had to suffer greatly for the faith.

But God prepared for him a great consolation with
the arrival of Titus, who reached him in the city of Philippi.
This disciple explained to the holy Apostle how his letter had
produced beneficial effects among the Christians in Corinth,
that the name of Paul was very dear to all, and that everyone
was burning with the desire to see him soon.

To give vent to the fatherly feelings of his
heart, the Apostle wrote a second letter from Philippi in
which he showed all tenderness towards those who remained
faithful and reproved some who sought to pervert the doctrine
of Jesus Christ. Having then understood that the young man,
excommunicated after his first letter, had sincerely
converted, and indeed hearing from Titus that the sorrow had
almost driven him to despair, the holy Apostle recommended
that he be treated with care, absolved him from
excommunication, and restored him to communion with the
faithful. He recommended many things to be communicated
verbally through Titus, who was the bearer of the letter.
Other disciples accompanied Titus on this journey, among whom
was Saint Luke, who had been bishop of Philippi for some



years. Saint Paul consecrated Saint Epaphroditus as bishop for
that city, and thus Saint Luke became once again a companion
of the holy master in the labours of the apostolate.

From Macedonia Paul went to Corinth, where he
arranged what concerned the celebration of the holy mysteries,
as he had promised in his first letter, which should be
understood as the rites that are commonly observed in all
Churches, such as fasting before Holy Communion and other
similar things that concern the administration of the
Sacraments.

The Apostle spent the winter in this city, working
to console his children in Jesus Christ who were not satisfied
with listening to him and admiring him as a zealous pastor and
a tender father.

From Corinth he also extended his concerns to
other peoples and especially to the Romans who had already
been converted to the faith by Saint Peter after years of toil
and suffering. Aquila, with some of his friends, having
learned that the persecution had ceased, had gone back to
Rome. Paul learned from them that dissensions had arisen
between Gentiles and Jews in that metropolis of the empire.
The Gentiles reproached the Jews for not having responded to
the benefits received from God, and their ingratitude 1in
nailing the Saviour to the cross; the Jews, for their part,
reproached the Gentiles for having followed idolatry and
worshipped the most infamous deities. The holy Apostle wrote
his famous Letter to the Romans, full of sublime arguments
which he treated with the sharpness of mind characteristic of
a learned and holy man who writes inspired by God. It is not
possible to abbreviate it without risking altering its
meaning. It is the longest, the most elegant of all the
letters, and the one most full of erudition. I urge you, O
reader, to read it carefully, but with the proper
interpretations that are customary in the Vulgate. It is the
sixth letter of Saint Paul and was written from the city of
Corinth in the year 58 of Jesus Christ. But, due to the great
respect that has always been shown to the dignity of the



Church of Rome, it is counted as the first among the fourteen
letters of this holy Apostle. In this letter Saint Paul does
not speak of Saint Peter, because he was occupied in the
foundation of other Churches. It was carried by a deaconess,
or rather a nun, named Phoebe, whom the Apostle highly
commends to the brothers in Rome.

Wishing to leave Corinth to head to Jerusalem,
Saint Paul learned that the Jews were plotting to lay traps
for him along the way; therefore, instead of embarking at the
port of Cenchrea for Jerusalem, Paul turned back and continued
his journey through Macedonia. He was accompanied by Sopater,
son of Pyrrhus of Berea, Aristarchus and Secundus of
Thessalonica, Gaius of Derbe, and Timothy of Lystra, Tychicus
and Trophimus of Asia. They accompanied him as far as
Philippi; then, with the exception of Luke, they went on to
Troas with orders to wait for him there, while he would remain
in this city until after the Passover festivals. After the
solemnity had passed, Paul and Luke arrived in Troas after
five days of sailing and stayed there for seven days.

It happened that the eve of Paul’s departure was
the first day of the week, that is, Sunday, on which the
faithful used to gather to listen to the word of God and
assist at the divine sacrifices. Among other things, they
broke bread, that is, celebrated the Holy Mass in which the
faithful participated, receiving the Body of the Lord under
the appearance of bread. Even then the Mass was considered the
most sacred and solemn act for the sanctification of the
festive day.

Paul, who was to leave the next day, prolonged his
discourse late into the night, and many lamps had been lit to
illuminate the upper room. On Sunday, at night, in the upper
room on the third floor of the house, the many lamps lit
attracted an immense crowd of people. While everyone was
intent on Paul’s reasoning, a young man named Eutychus, either
out of a desire to see the Apostle or to listen to him better,
had climbed up on a window and sat on the sill. Now, whether
it was due to the heat, the late hour, or perhaps fatigue, the



fact is that the young man fell asleep; and in his sleep,
giving in to the weight of his body, he fell down onto the
pavement of the public street. A lament was heard resounding
through the assembly; they ran and found the young man
lifeless.

Paul immediately went down, and, placing his body
over the corpse, blessed him, embraced him, and, with his
breath or rather with the living faith in God, restored him to
new life. After this miracle was performed, without paying
attention to the applause that was given from all sides, he
went back up to the upper room and continued preaching until
morning.

The great solicitude of the faithful of Troas to
assist at the sacred functions should serve as a stimulus to
all Christians to sanctify festive days with works of piety,
especially by devoutly hearing the Holy Mass and listening to
the word of God even with some inconvenience.

CHAPTER XVII. St Paul preaches at Miletus
— His Journey to Caesarea — The Prophecy
of Agabus — Year of Christ 58

After that meeting which lasted about twenty-four
hours, the tireless Apostle set out with his companions for
Mytilene, a noble city on the island of Lesbos. From there,
continuing the journey, he arrived after a few days at
Miletus, a city in Caria, a province of Asia Minor. The
Apostle did not want to stop in Ephesus so as not to be
obliged to delay his journey too much by the Christians there
who loved him dearly. He was hurrying with the aim of reaching
Jerusalem for the feast of Pentecost. From Miletus, Paul sent
to Ephesus to inform the bishops and priests of the city and
the nearby provinces of his arrival, inviting them to come and
visit him and also to confer with him about matters of faith,
if it should be necessary. They came in great numbers.

When St Paul saw himself surrounded by those



venerable preachers of the Gospel, he began to explain to them
the tribulations he had suffered day and night from the snares
of the Jews. “Now I am going to Jerusalem,” he said, “led by
the Holy Spirit, who, in all the places where I pass, makes me
aware of the chains and tribulations that await me in that
city. But none of this frightens me, nor do I hold my life
more precious than my duty. It matters little to me to live or
die, provided I finish my race giving glorious testimony to
the Gospel that Jesus Christ has entrusted to me. You will no
longer see my face, but take heed of yourselves and all the
flock over which the Holy Spirit has made you bishops to
govern the Church of God, which he has purchased with his
precious blood.” He then went on to warn them that after his
departure ravenous wolves and perverse men would arise to
corrupt the doctrine of Jesus Christ. After saying these
words, they all knelt down and prayed together. No one could
hold back their tears, and they all threw themselves around
Paul’s neck, showering him with a thousand kisses. They were
especially inconsolable for the words that they would no
longer see his face. To enjoy a few more moments of his sweet
company, they accompanied him to the ship and reluctantly
parted from their dear master.

Paul, along with his companions, from Miletus went
to the island of Chios, renowned for a temple of the Gentiles
dedicated to Juno and Asclepius. The next day they arrived at
Rhodes, an island quite famous especially for its Colossus
which was a statue of extraordinary height and size. From
there they came to Patara, the capital city of Lycia, renowned
for a great temple dedicated to the god Apollo. From here they
sailed to Tyre, where the ship was to unload its cargo.

Tyre is the main city of Phoenicia, now called
Sur, on the shores of the Mediterranean. As soon as they
disembarked, they found some prophets who were proclaiming the
evils that awaited the holy Apostle in Jerusalem, and they
wanted to dissuade him from the journey. But after seven days,
he wanted to depart. Those good Christians, with their wives
and children, accompanied him outside the city, where,



kneeling on the beach, they prayed with him. Then, exchanging
the warmest greetings, Paul and his companions boarded the
ship and was accompanied by the gazes of the Sidonians until
the distance of the ship took them out of sight. Arriving at
Ptolemais, they stayed one day to greet and comfort the
Christians in the faith; then continuing their journey, they
arrived in Caesarea.

There Paul was joyfully welcomed by the deacon
Philip. This holy disciple, after preaching to the Samaritans,
to the eunuch of Queen Candace, and in many cities of
Palestine, had settled in Caesarea to care for the souls that
he had regenerated in Jesus Christ.

At that time the prophet Agabus came to Caesarea
and, having gone to visit the holy Apostle, took off his belt
and, binding his own feet and hands with it, said: “Here 1is
what the Holy Spirit openly tells me: the man to whom this
belt belongs will be bound in this way by the Jews 1n
Jerusalem.”

Agabus’ propehcy moved all those present, as the
evils that were prepared for the holy Apostle in Jerusalem
were becoming increasingly manifest; therefore, Paul’s own
companions, weeping, begged him not to go there. But Paul
courageously replied: “Oh! I beg you, do not weep. With your
tears, you are only increasing the affliction in my heart.
Know that I am ready not only to suffer chains but also to
face death for the name of Jesus Christ.”

Then, recognising the will of God in holy
Apostle’s firmness, all said with one voice: “Let the will of
the Lord be done.” Having said this, they set out for
Jerusalem with a certain Mnason, who had been a disciple and
follower of Jesus Christ. He had a fixed residence 1in
Jerusalem and was going with them to host them in his house.

CHAPTER XVIII. St Paul Presents Himself



to St James — The Jews Lay Traps for Him
— He Speaks to the People - He Rebukes
the High Priest — Year of Christ 59

We are now preparing to recount a long series of
sufferings and persecutions that the holy Apostle endured
during four years of imprisonment. God wanted to prepare his
servant for these battles by making him aware of them long
before; in fact, foreseen evils cause less fright, and a man
is more willing to endure them. When Paul arrived in Jerusalem
with his companions, they were welcomed by the Christians of
that city with the signs of the greatest goodwill. The next
day they went to visit the bishop of the city, who was St
James the Less, where the chief priests of the diocese had
also gathered. Paul recounted the wonders that God had worked
through his ministry among the Gentiles, for which all thanked
the Lord from their hearts.

However, they hurried to warn Paul of the danger
that loomed over him. “Many Jews,” they said to him, “have
converted to the faith, and several of them are very zealous
for circumcision and legal ceremonies. Now, knowing that you
dispense the Gentiles from these observances, there 1is a
terrible hostility against you. It is therefore necessary that
you demonstrate that you are not an enemy of the Jews. Do
this: on the occasion when four Jews are to complete a vow in
these days, you will take part in the ceremony and will bear
the expenses necessary for this solemnity.”

Paul promptly agreed to the wise counsel and took
part in that act of piety. He went to the temple, and the
ceremony was nearing its end when some Jews from Asia stirred
up the crowd against him, shouting: “Help, Israelites, help!
This man is the one who goes throughout the world preaching
against the people, against the law, and against this very
temple. He has not hesitated to violate its sanctity by
bringing Gentiles into it.”

Although such accusations were false, the whole



city was stirred up, and a great crowd gathered, seized St
Paul, dragged him out of the temple to put him to death as a
blasphemer. But when the noise of the tumult reached the Roman
tribune, he immediately came with the guards. The rioters,
seeing the guards, ceased beating Paul and handed him over to
the tribune, who, having him bound, ordered that he be taken
to the Antonia Fortress, which was a stronghold and a barracks
near the temple. Lysias, such was the name of the tribune,
wanted to know the reason for that tumult but could learn
nothing, for the cries and shouts of the people drowned out
every voice. As Paul was climbing the steps of the fortress,
it was necessary for the soldiers to carry him in their arms
to remove him from the hands of the Jews, who, unable to have
him in their power, were shouting: “Kill him, take him out of
the world.”

As he was about to enter the tower, he spoke in
Greek to the tribune: “May I say a word to you?” The tribune
was astonished that he spoke Greek and said to him: “Do you
know Greek? Are you not that Egyptian who recently stirred up
a rebellion and led four thousand assassins into the desert?”
“No, certainly,” replied Paul, “I am a Jew, a citizen of
Tarsus, a city of Cilicia. But, if you please, allow me to
speak to the people.” This being granted to him, Paul, from
the steps of the tower, raised his hand, weighed down by the
chains, signaled to the people to be silent, and began to
explain what concerned his homeland, his conversion, and his
preaching, and how God had destined him to bring the faith to
the Gentiles.

The people had listened to him in profound silence
until these last words; but when they heard him speak of the
Gentiles, as if stirred by a thousand furies, they burst into
frenzied cries, some throwing their garments to the ground in
indignation, others scattering dust in the air, and all
shouting: “This man is unworthy to live, let him be taken out
of the world!”

The tribune, who had understood nothing of St
Paul’'s speech because he had spoken in Hebrew, fearing that



the people would come to serious excesses, commanded his men
to take Paul from their hands and bring him back to the
fortress. However, God wanted to comfort his servant for what
he had suffered that day. In the night, he appeared to him and
said: “Take courage: after you have borne witness to me in
Jerusalem, you will do the same in Rome.”

CHAPTER XIX. Forty Jews vow to kill Saint
Paul — A nephew discovers the plot - He

1s transferred to Caesarea - Year of
Christ 59

The Jews, seeing their plan fail, spent the
following night devising various schemes. Forty of them took
the desperate resolution to vow not to eat or drink until they
had killed Paul. Having arranged this conspiracy, they went to
the chief priests and the elders, telling them their
intention. “To have that scoundrel in our hands,” they added,
“we have found a sure way; all that remains is for you to lend
us a hand. Let the tribune know, in the name of the Sanhedrin,
that you wish to further examine some points of Paul’s case
and that he should present him to you again tomorrow. He will
certainly agree to the request. But be assured that before
Paul is brought before you, we will tear him to pieces with
our own hands.” The elders praised the plan and promised to
cooperate.

Either because one of the conspirators did not
keep the secret, or because they did not pay attention to
closing the door when they devised their plan, it is certain
that they were discovered. A son of Paul’'s sister learned
everything and, running to the tower, managed to pass through
the guards, present himself to his uncle, and tell him the
entire plot. Paul instructed his nephew well on how to act.
Then he called an officer who was on guard and said to him, “I
ask you to take this young man to the captain; he has
something to communicate to him.”



The centurion took him to the captain and said,
“That Paul who is in prison has asked me to bring you this
young man because he has something to tell you.” The captain
took the young man by the hand and, taking him aside, asked
what he had to report. “The Jews,” he replied, “have agreed to
ask you tomorrow to have Paul brought to the Sanhedrin, under
the pretext of wanting to examine his case more thoroughly.
But do not listen to them: know that they are laying a trap
for him and that forty of them have vowed a terrible vow not
to eat or drink until they have killed him. They are now ready
to act, waiting only for your consent.” “Well done,” said the
captain, “you have done well to tell me these things. Now you
may go, but do not tell anyone that you revealed them to me.”

From this desperate resolution, Lysias understood
that keeping Paul in Jerusalem any longer was equivalent to
leaving him in danger from which he might not be able to save
him. Therefore, without delay, he called two centurions and
said to them, “Order two hundred foot soldiers and as many
armed with spears, along with seventy horsemen, to accompany
Paul to Caesarea. Also prepare a mount for him so that he may
be taken there safe and sound and present himself to Governor
Felix.” The tribune sent Paul with a letter to the governor,
which said:

“Claudius Lysias to the most excellent Governor
Felix, greetings. I send you this man who, having been seized
by the Jews, was about to be killed by them. I came with my
soldiers and rescued him from their hands, having learned that
he is a Roman citizen. Wanting to inform myself of what crime
he was accused of, I brought him before the Sanhedrin and
found that he was accused of matters concerning their law, but
without any gquilt deserving of death or imprisonment. But
having been informed that a plot of death is laid against him,
I have decided to send him to you, inviting at the same time
his accusers to present themselves before your tribunal to lay
out their accusations against him. Farewell.”

In execution of the orders received, that very
night the soldiers set out with Paul and took him to



Antipatris, a city located halfway between Jerusalem and
Caesarea. At that point in the journey, no longer fearing an
attack from the Jews, they sent the four hundred soldiers back
to Jerusalem, and Paul, accompanied by only seventy horsemen,
arrived the following day in Caesarea.

Thus God, in the simplest way, freed his Apostle
from a grave danger and made it known that the plans of men
always come to nothing when they are contrary to the divine
will.

CHAPTER XX. Paul before the governor -
His accusers and his defence - Year of
Christ 59

The next day Paul arrived in Caesarea and was
presented to the governor with the letter from Captain Lysias.
After reading the letter, the governor called Paul aside and,
having learned that he was from Tarsus, said to him, “I will
listen to you when your accusers arrive.” Meanwhile, he had
him kept in the prison at his palace.

The forty conspirators, when they saw their plan
fail, were astonished. It can be believed that, disregarding
the vow they had made, they began to eat and drink to continue
their plot. In agreement with the high priest, the elders, and
a certain Tertullus, a famous orator, they set out for
Caesarea where they arrived five days after Paul’s arrival.
Coming before the governor, Tertullus began to speak against
Paul: “We have found this man stirring up riots among all the
Jews in the world. He is the ringleader of the sect of the
Nazarenes. He even attempted to profane our temple, and we
arrested him. We wanted to judge him according to our law, but
Captain Lysias intervened, taking him away by force. He has
ordered that his accusers present themselves before you. Now
we are here. By examining him, you will be able to ascertain
the charges we bring against him.” What Tertullus had asserted
was confirmed by the Jews present.



Paul, having been given the opportunity to respond
by the governor, began to defend himself: “Since, most
excellent Felix, you have been governing this country for many
years, you are certainly able to know the things that have
happened here. I gladly defend myself before you. As you can
ascertain, it is no more than twelve days since I went up to
Jerusalem to worship. In this short time, no one can say that
they found me in the temple or in the synagogues or in any
public or private place discussing with anyone, nor gathering
crowds or 1inciting riots. They cannot prove any of the
accusations they bring against me. But I confess to you that I
follow the Way which they call a sect, serving the God of our
fathers, believing everything that is in accordance with the
Law and is written in the Prophets. I have in God the same
hope that they themselves have, that there will be a
resurrection of the just and the unjust. For this reason, I
strive always to have a clear conscience before God and men.
After many years, I came to bring alms to my nation and to
present offerings. While I was engaged in these rites of
purification, without crowd or uprising, some Jews from Asia
found me in the temple. They should have appeared before you
to accuse me if they had anything against me. Or let these
same men say if they found any fault in me when I appeared
before the Sanhedrin, apart from this one statement I made
aloud among them: ‘It is for the resurrection of the dead that
I am being judged today before you.'”

His accusers were confounded and, looking at one
another, could find no words to say. The governor himself,
already inclined in favour of the Christians, knew that far
from being seditious, they were the most docile and loyal
among his subjects. But he did not want to pronounce a
sentence and reserved the right to hear him again when Captain
Lysias came from Jerusalem to Caesarea. Meanwhile, he ordered
that Paul be kept in custody, but granted him a certain degree
of freedom and allowing his friends to serve him.

Some time later, the governor, perhaps to please
his wife, who was a Jewess, summoned Paul to his presence to



hear him speak about religion. The Apostle vividly expounded
the truths of the faith, the severity of the judgments that
God will reserve for the wicked in the afterlife, so much so
that Felix, frightened and disturbed, said, “For now, enough;
I will listen to you again when I have the opportunity.” In
reality, he called for him several times, but not to learn
about the faith, but hoping that Paul would offer him money in
exchange for his freedom. Therefore, although he knew Paul’s
innocence, he kept him in prison in Caesarea for two years.
Thus do those Christians who, for temporary gain or to please
men, sell justice and violate the most sacred duties of
conscience and religion.

CHAPTER XXI. Paul before Festus - His
words to King Agrippa — Year of Christ 60

It had been two years since the holy Apostle was
held prisoner when a new governor named Festus succeeded
Felix. Three days after taking office, the new governor went
to Jerusalem, and immediately the chief priests and the
leading Jews presented themselves to him to renew the
accusations against the holy Apostle. They asked him as a
special favour to have Paul brought to Jerusalem to be judged
by the Sanhedrin; but in reality, they intended to assassinate
him along the way. Festus, perhaps already warned not to trust
them, replied that he would soon return to Caesarea; “Those of
you,” he said, “who have something against Paul, come with me,
and I will hear their accusations.”

After a few days, Festus returned to Caesarea, and
with him were the Jews accusing Paul. The next day, he
summoned the holy Apostle before his tribunal, and the Jews
brought many serious accusations against him, but they could
not prove them. Paul responded to them with a few words, and
his accusers fell silent. However, Festus, wishing to gain the
favour of the Jews, asked him if he wanted to go to Jerusalem
to be judged by the Sanhedrin in his presence. Realizing that
Festus was inclined to hand him over to the Jews, Paul



replied: “I stand before Caesar’s tribunal, where I ought to
be judged. I have done no wrong to the Jews, as you very well
know. If therefore I am guilty and have committed anything
deserving of death, I do not refuse to die; but if there 1is
nothing true in the accusations these men bring against me, no
one has the right to deliver me to them. I appeal to Caesar.”
This appeal of our Apostle was just and in accordance with
Roman law, as the governor showed himself willing to hand over
an innocent Roman citizen to the Jews who wanted his death at
all costs. The holy Fathers reflect that it was not the desire
for life, but the good of the Church that prompted him to
appeal to Rome, where by divine revelation he knew how much he
had to work for the glory of God and the salvation of souls.
Festus, after consulting his council, replied:
“You have appealed to Caesar; to Caesar you shall go.”
Not many days later, King Agrippa, the son of that
Agrippa who had put Saint James the Greater to death and
imprisoned Saint Peter, came to Caesarea. He had come with his
sister Berenice to pay their respects to the new governor of
Judea. After staying several days, Festus spoke to them about
Paul’'s trial. Agrippa expressed a desire to hear him. To
please him, Festus had a hall prepared with great pomp and,
inviting the tribunes and other magistrates to the hearing,
had Paul brought before Agrippa and Berenice. “Behold,” said
Festus, “this man against whom the whole multitude of the Jews
has appealed to me, protesting with loud cries that he ought
not to live any longer. But I found nothing in him that
deserves death. However, since he has appealed to the emperor,
I must send him to Rome. But since I have nothing certain to
write to our sovereign, I have deemed it appropriate to
present him before you and especially before you, 0 King
Agrippa, that after examining him, you may tell me what I
should write, for it does not seem appropriate to me to send a
prisoner without specifying the charges against him.”
Agrippa, addressing Paul, said: “You are permitted
to speak in your defence.” Paul began to speak as follows: “I
consider myself fortunate, 0 King Agrippa, to be able to



defend myself today before you against all the accusations of
the Jews, especially because you are an expert in all customs
and questions that pertain to them. I beg you, therefore, to
listen to me patiently. All the Jews know my life from my
youth, which was spent among my people and in Jerusalem. They
know that I lived according to the strictest sect of our
religion, that of the Pharisees. And now I stand trial for the
hope in the promise made by God to our fathers, which our
twelve tribes hope to see fulfilled by serving God night and
day. It is for this hope, 0 King, that I am accused by the
Jews. Why 1is it considered incredible among you that God
raises the dead?

I too thought it my duty to do many things against
the name of Jesus of Nazareth. Thus I did in Jerusalem: I
received authority from the chief priests to imprison many
saints, and when they were put to death, I cast my vote
against them. Often, going from synagogue to synagogue, I
tried to force them to blaspheme; and in my furious rage, I
persecuted them even to foreign cities.

In such circumstances, as I was going to Damascus
with the authority and commission of the chief priests, at
midday, 0 King, I saw on the road a light from heaven,
brighter than the sun, shining around me and those who
journeyed with me. All fell to the ground, and I heard a voice
saying to me in the Hebrew language: “Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.”
I said: “Who are you, Lord?” And the Lord said: “I am Jesus,
whom you are persecuting. But rise and stand on your feet; for
I have appeared to you for the purpose of appointing you a
minister and a witness of both the things which you have seen
of me and of those things in which I will appear to you. I
will deliver you from the people and from the Gentiles, to
whom I now send you, to open their eyes, in order to turn them
from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God,
that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance
among those who are sanctified by faith in me.”

Therefore, 0 King Agrippa, I was not disobedient



to the heavenly vision; but declared first to those in
Damascus, then in Jerusalem, and throughout all the region of
Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and
turn to God, doing works befitting repentance. For this
reason, the Jews seized me in the temple and tried to kill me.
But having obtained help from God, to this day I stand here,
witnessing both to small and great, saying nothing but what
the prophets and Moses said would come to pass: that the
Christ would suffer, and as the first to rise from the dead,
would proclaim light to the people and to the Gentiles.”

Festus interrupted the Apostle’s discourse and
exclaimed with a loud voice: “You are mad, Paul; much learning
is driving you mad.” To this, Paul replied: “I am not mad,
most excellent Festus, but I speak the words of truth and
reason. The king, to whom I speak freely, knows these things;
for I am convinced that none of these things is hidden from
him, for this has not been done in a corner. Do you believe
the prophets, 0 King Agrippa? I know that you do believe.”
Agrippa said to Paul: “You almost persuade me to become a
Christian.” And Paul said: “I would to God that, whether short
or long, not only you, but also all who hear me today, might
become such as I am, except for these chains.”

Then the king, the governor, Berenice, and those
who sat with them rose up, and when they had gone aside, they
talked among themselves, saying: “This man is doing nothing
deserving of death or chains.” And Agrippa said to Festus:
“This man could have been set free if he had not appealed to
Caesar.”

Thus Paul’s address, which should have converted
all those judges, was of no avail, for they closed their
hearts to the graces that God wanted to grant them. This is a
picture of those Christians who listen to the word of God but
do not resolve to put into practice the good inspirations that
they sometimes feel arise in their hearts.



CHAPTER XXII. Saint Paul embarks for Rome
— He suffers a terrible storm, from which
he is saved with his companions — Year of
Jesus Christ 60

When Festus decided that Paul would be sent to
Rome by sea, he, along with many other prisoners, was
entrusted to a centurion named Julius. With him were his two
faithful disciples Aristarchus and Luke. They boarded a ship
from Adramyttium, a seaport city in Africa. Sailing along the
coast of Palestine, they arrived at Sidon the next day. The
centurion, who was accompanying them, soon realized that Paul
was not an ordinary man, and admiring his virtues, began to
treat him with respect. After landing at Sidon, he gave him
full freedom to visit friends, stay with them, and receive
some refreshment.

From Sidon, they sailed along the coasts of the
island of Cyprus, and since the wind was somewhat contrary,
they crossed the sea of Cilicia and Pamphylia, which is part
of the Mediterranean, and arrived at Myra, a city of Lycia.
Here the centurion, having found a ship from Alexandria going
to Italy with a cargo of wheat, transferred his passengers to
it. But sailing very slowly, they struggled greatly to reach
the island of Crete, now called Candia. They stopped at a
place called Fair Havens, near Salmone, a city on that island.

The season being very advanced, Paul, certainly
inspired by God, urged the sailors not to risk continuing the
voyage at such a dangerous time. But the pilot and the master
of the ship, not paying attention to Paul’s words, said that
there was nothing to fear. They set sail with the intention of
reaching another port on that island called Phoenix, hoping to
spend the winter there more safely. But after a short
distance, the ship was struck by a strong wind, and being
unable to resist it, the sailors were forced to abandon
themselves and the ship to the mercy of the waves. Arriving at
Cauda, a small island not far from Crete, they realized they



were near a sandbank and, fearing to run the ship aground,
they struggled to take another direction. But as the storm
grew fiercer and the ship became more agitated, they found
themselves in great danger. They threw the cargo overboard,
then the ship’s gear and armaments to lighten it. However,
after several days, with neither sun nor stars appearing and
the storm raging more fiercely, all hope of salvation seemed
lost. To these troubles was added the fact that, either from
seasickness in the storm or from the fear of death, no one
thought of eating, which was harmful as the sailors lacked the
strength to manage the ship. They regretted not having
followed Paul’s advice, but it was too late.

Paul, seeing the discouragement among the sailors
and passengers, encouraged by his trust in God, comforted
them, saying: “Brothers, you should have believed me and not
set sail from Crete; thus we would have avoided this loss and
this harm. However, take heart; believe me, for I assure you
in the name of God that none of us will be lost; only the ship
will be destroyed. This night an angel of God appeared to me
and said: ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must appear before
Caesar; and behold, God has granted you the life of all those
who sail with you.' Therefore, take heart, brothers, for I
believe that it will be just as it was told to me.”

Meanwhile, fourteen days had already passed since
they had been suffering the storm, and everyone thought they
would be swallowed up by the waves at any moment. It was
midnight when, in the darkness, the sailors thought they were
approaching land. To ascertain this, they took soundings and
found the water to be twenty fathoms deep, then fifteen.
Fearing they would end up against some rock, they dropped four
anchors to hold the ship, waiting for daylight to see where
they were.

At that moment, the sailors had the idea of
fleeing the ship and trying to save themselves on the land
that seemed near. Paul, always guided by divine light, turned
to the centurion and the soldiers, saying: “Unless these men
stay aboard, you cannot be saved, for God does not wish to be



tempted to perform miracles.” At these words, all were silent
and followed Paul’s advice. At dawn, the holy Apostle looked
at those who were on the ship and, seeing them all exhausted
from their labours and famished from fasting, said to them:
“Brothers, it is the fourteenth day that you have been waiting
for improvement and have eaten nothing. Now I urge you not to
let yourselves die of starvation. I have already assured you,
and I assure you again, that not a hair of your head will
perish. So take courage.” Having said this, Paul took bread,
gave thanks to God, broke it, and in the presence of all,
began to eat. Then all were encouraged and ate together with
him; they were a total of 276 people.

But, as the fury of the winds and waves continued,
they were forced to throw the wheat they had kept for their
use overboard. When day broke, they thought they saw a bay and
worked to drive the ship there to seek safety. But, driven by
the force of the winds, the ship ran aground on a sandbank,
beginning to break apart. Seeing the water entering through
various cracks, the soldiers wanted to take the cruel course
of killing all the prisoners, both to lighten the ship and
because they feared they would escape after saving themselves
by swimming.

But the centurion, who loved Paul and wanted to
save him, did not approve of this plan; rather, he ordered
that those who could swim should jump overboard to reach the
land; the others were told to cling to boards or pieces of the
ship; and so they all reached the shore safely.

CHAPTER XXIII. Saint Paul on the island
of Malta — He is freed from the bite of a
viper — He is welcomed in the house of

Publius, whose father he heals - Year of
Christ 60

Neither Paul nor his companions knew the land on
which they had landed after coming out of the waves. Informed



by the first inhabitants they encountered, they learned that
the place was called Melita, now Malta, an island in the
Mediterranean located between Africa and Sicily. Upon hearing
of the large number of shipwrecked people who had come out of
the waves like so many fish, the islanders rushed to them, and
although they were barbarians, they were moved to see them so
tired, exhausted, and trembling from the cold. To warm them,
they lit a large fire.

Paul, always attentive to perform acts of charity,
went to gather a bundle of dry branches. While he was putting
them on the fire, a viper that was among them, numbed by the
cold but awakened by the heat, jumped out and attached itself
to Paul’s hand. The barbarians, seeing the snake hanging from
his hand, thought ill of him and said to one another: “This
man must be a murderer or some great scoundrel; he has escaped
from the sea, but divine vengeance strikes him on land.” But
how much we must guard against judging our neighbour rashly!

Paul, reviving the faith in Jesus Christ, who had
assured his Apostles that neither snakes nor poisons would
harm them, shook off the snake into the fire and suffered no
harm. The good people were waiting for Paul to swell up and
fall dead after a few moments, as happened to anyone
unfortunate enough to be bitten by those animals. They waited
a long time, and seeing that nothing happened to him, they
changed their minds and said that Paul was a great god come
down from heaven. Perhaps they believed he was Hercules,
considered the god and protector of Malta. According to
legends, Hercules, still a child, killed a serpent, hence
called ofiothoco, meaning serpent-slayer.

God confirmed this first miracle with another even
more astonishing and lasting: indeed, every poisonous power
was taken away from the snakes of that island, so that from
that time on, there was no longer any fear of the bite of
vipers. What more? It is said that the very soil of the island
of Malta, taken elsewhere, is a sure remedy against the bites
of vipers and snakes.

The governor of the island, a prince named



Publius, a very wealthy man, upon hearing of the miraculous
way in which those shipwrecked people had been saved from the
waters and informed, or having been a witness, of the miracle
of the viper, sent to invite Paul and his companions, who had
arrived in a number of 276. He welcomed them into his house
and honoured them for three days, providing them with lodging
and food at his own expense. God did not leave Publius’s
generosity and courtesy without reward. He had his father in
bed, afflicted with fever and severe dysentery that had
brought him to the point of death. Paul went to see the sick
man and, after speaking words of charity and comfort to him,
began to pray. Then, rising up, he approached the bed, laid
his hands on the sick man, who was immediately healed. Thus
the good old man, free from all illness and fully restored,
ran to embrace his son, blessing Paul and the God he preached.
Publius, his father, and his family (as Saint John Chrysostom
assures) filled with gratitude towards the great Apostle, were
instructed in the faith and received baptism at the hands of
Paul.

News of the miraculous healing of Publius’s father
spread, and all those who were sick or had sick people of any
disease came or were brought to Paul’s feet, and he, blessing
them in the name of Jesus Christ, sent them all away healed,
blessing God and believing in the Gospel. In a short time, the
whole island received baptism, and, having torn down the
temples of idols, they erected others dedicated to the worship
of the true God.

CHAPTER XXIV. Saint Paul’s journey from
Malta to Syracuse — He preaches 1in Reggio
— His arrival in Rome - Year of Christ 60

The Maltese were full of enthusiasm for Paul and
for the doctrine he preached, so much so that, in addition to
embracing the faith en masse, they competed in providing him
and his companions with everything they needed for the time



they stayed in Malta and for the journey to Rome. Paul stayed
in Malta for three months, due to the winter when the sea is
not navigable. It is commonly believed that during that time
he guided Publius in Christian perfection and that, before
leaving, he ordained him bishop of that island; which
certainly was a great consolation for those faithful.

When spring came and the departure for Rome was
decided, the centurion Julius arranged for a ship that was
going from Alexandria to Italy and that had as its sign two
gods called Castor and Pollux, whom the idolaters believed to
be the protectors of navigation. To the great regret of the
Maltese, they embarked for Sicily, a very nearby island to
Italy, and favoured by the wind, they soon arrived 1in
Syracuse, the main city of this island. Here the Gospel had
already been preached by Saint Peter, who had ordained Saint
Marcian as bishop there. This worthy pastor wanted to host the
holy Apostle in his house and had him celebrate the holy
mysteries in a cave, to the great joy of himself and those
faithful. An ancient church, which still exists today in that
city, is dedicated to our holy Apostle, and it is believed to
have been built over the very cave where Saint Paul had
preached the word of God and celebrated the divine mysteries.

Leaving Syracuse, they sailed along the island of
Sicily, passed the port of Messina, and arrived with his
companions in Reggio, a city and port of Calabria, very close
to Sicily. Here they stayed for one day.

Accredited historians of that country recount many
wonderful things performed by Saint Paul during that brief
stop; among these, we choose the following fact. The Reggians,
who were idolaters, having heard that a ship with the sign of
Castor and Pollux, greatly honoured by them, had docked in
their port, rushed in large numbers to see it. Paul wanted to
take advantage of that gathering to preach Jesus Christ, but
they did not want to listen to him. Then he, moved by faith in
that Jesus who had performed so many wonders by his hand, took
out a candle stub and said: “I beg you to let me speak at
least for the time that this little piece of candle will take



to burn out.” They accepted the condition with laughter and
quieted down.

Paul placed the candle on a stone column set on
the shore. Immediately the whole column caught fire and a
great flame appeared, which served him as a burning torch. He
had ample time to teach them, for those barbarians, astonished
by such a miracle, listened to Paul meekly for as long as he
wished to speak; and no one dared to disturb him. The faith
was accepted, and on the site of the miracle, a magnificent
church was erected to the true God. On the main altar, that
column was placed, and to preserve the memory of that miracle,
a solemnity with a proper office was established. In the Mass
a prayer is read that translates as follows: “0 God, who at
the preaching of the Apostle Paul, miraculously causing a
stone column to shine, deigned to instruct the peoples of
Reggio with the light of faith, grant us, we pray, to be
worthy to have in heaven as intercessor him whom we have had
as a preacher of the Gospel on earth” (Cesar, Acts of the
Apostles, vol. 2).

After that day, invited by favorable weather, Paul
and his companions embarked for Pozzuoli, a city in Campania
nine miles from Naples. Here he was greatly consoled by
meeting several who had already embraced the faith, preached
to them by Saint Peter a few years earlier.

Those good Christians also experienced great
consolation and begged Paul to stay with them for seven days.
Paul, having obtained permission from the centurion, stayed
that time and, on a feast day, spoke to the large assembly of
those faithful.

News of the arrival of the great Apostle in Italy
had already reached Rome, and the faithful of that city, eager
to meet in person the author of the famous letter from
Corinth, came to meet him at the Forum of Appius, now called
Fossa Nuova, which is a town about 50 miles from Rome.
Continuing on their way, they arrived at the Three Taverns, a
place about 30 miles from Rome, where he found many others who
had come there to give him a joyful welcome.



Accompanied by that large number of faithful, who
were not satisfied with admiring that great minister of Jesus
Christ, he arrived in Rome as if led in triumph. Here the
Christian faith, as has been said, had already been preached
by Saint Peter, who had held the papal seat there for eighteen
years.

CHAPTER XXV. Paul speaks to the Jews and
preaches to them Jesus Christ — Progress
of the Gospel in Rome — Year of Christ 61

Upon arriving in Rome, Paul was delivered to the
prefect of the praetorian guard, that is, to the general of
the praetorian guards, so called because they had the special
care of guarding the person of the emperor. The name of that
illustrious Roman was Afranius Burrus, of whom history makes
very honorable mention.

The centurion Julius took care to recommend Paul
to that prefect, who treated him with singular kindness. The
letters from governors Felix and Festus, which certainly must
have made known Paul’s innocence, and the good testimony given
by centurion Julius, put him in good light and respect with
Burrus, who gave him full freedom to live alone wherever he
pleased, on the condition that he was watched by a soldier
when he left the house. However, Paul always had a chain on
his arm when he was at home; if he went out, the chain that
bound his arm passed behind to keep him connected with the
soldier who accompanied him, so that that soldier was always
attached to Paul through the same chain. The holy Apostle
rented a house, in which he took lodging with his companions,
among whom are especially named Luke, Aristarchus, and
Timothy, that faithful disciple of his from Lystra.

Three days after his arrival, he sent to invite
the leading Jews who lived in Rome, asking them to come to him
in his lodging. Gathering in good number, he spoke to them
thus: “I would not want the state in which you see me and the



chains to which I am bound to put you in a bad opinion of me.
God knows that I have done nothing against my people, nor
against the customs and laws of my homeland. I was chained in
Jerusalem and then delivered to the Romans. They examined me
and, having found nothing in me that deserved punishment,
wanted to send me back free; but the Jews strongly opposed,
and I was forced to appeal to Caesar.

“This is the only reason I have been brought to
Rome. I do not want to accuse my brothers here, but I wish to
let you know the reason for my coming and, at the same time,
to speak to you about the Messiah and the resurrection, which
is precisely the reason for these chains. On this subject, I
desire very much to be able to open my heart to you.”

To these words, the Jews replied: “Indeed, we have
not received letters from Judea, nor has anyone come to report
anything against you. We are also very eager to know your
thoughts, since we know that the sect of Christians is opposed
throughout the world.”

Paul gladly accepted the invitation and, assigning
them a day, a large number of Jews gathered in his house. He
then began to explain the doctrine of Jesus Christ, the
divinity of his person, the necessity of faith in him,
confirming everything with the words of the Prophets and of
Moses. Such was the desire to listen and such the eagerness to
preach that Paul’s discourse lasted from morning until
evening. Among the Jews who listened to him, many believed and
embraced the faith, but several strongly opposed hinm.

The holy Apostle, seeing such stubbornness on the
part of those who should have been the first to believe, said
to them these harsh words: “0f this inflexible stubbornness
that I see here among you in Rome, as I have found in all
parts of the world, the fault is yours. This hardness of yours
was already foretold by the prophet Isaiah, when he said: ‘Go
to this people and say: You will hear with your ears, but will
not understand; you will see with your eyes, but will not
comprehend anything; for the heart of this people has grown
dull, they have closed their ears and shut their eyes.’



“Be assured,” Paul continued, “that the salvation
you do not want, God will not give you; rather, he will bring
it to the Gentiles, who will accept it.”

Paul’s words were almost useless for the Jews.
They departed from him continuing the disputes and vain
discussions about what they had heard, without opening their
hearts to the grace that was being offered to them. Therefore,
deeply saddened, Paul turned to the Gentiles, who with
humility of heart came to listen to him and in large numbers
embraced the faith.

The holy Apostle himself expresses the great
consolation for the progress the Gospel was making during his
imprisonment, writing to the faithful of Philippi: “When you,
brothers, heard that I was being held prisoner in Rome, you
felt sorrow, not so much for my person, but for the preaching
of the Gospel. Therefore, know that it is quite the opposite.
My chains have become the honour of Jesus Christ and have
served to make him better known not only to those of the city
who came to me to be instructed in the faith, but also in the
court and in the palace of the emperor himself. For this, you
should rejoice with me and thank God.”

CHAPTER XXVI. St Luke — The Philippians
send help to St Paul - Illness and
healing of Epaphroditus — Letter to the
Philippians — Conversion of Onesimus -
Year of Jesus Christ 61

What we have said so far about the actions of St
Paul was almost literally taken from the book of the Acts of
the Apostles, written by St. Luke. This preacher of the Gospel
continued to be a faithful companion of St. Paul; he preached
the Gospel in Italy, Dalmatia, Macedonia, and ended his life
with martyrdom in Patras, a city in Achaia. He was a
physician, painter, and sculptor. There are many statues and
paintings of the Blessed Virgin venerated in various countries



that are attributed to St. Luke. Let us return to St Paul.

Two facts are especially memorable in the life of
this holy Apostle while he was imprisoned in Rome: one
concerns the faithful of Philippi, the other the conversion of
Onesimus.

Among the many peoples to whom the holy Apostle
preached the Gospel, none showed him greater signs of
affection than the Philippians. They had already provided him
with abundant alms when he preached in their city, 1in
Thessalonica, and in Corinth.

When they learned that Paul was imprisoned in
Rome, they imagined that he was in need; therefore, they made
a considerable collection and, in order to make it more dear
and honourable, they sent it by the hand of St. Epaphroditus,
their bishop.

This holy prelate, upon arriving in Rome, found
Paul not only in need of financial help but also of personal
assistance, as he was afflicted by a serious illness caused by
imprisonment. Epaphroditus devoted himself to serving him with
such diligence, charity, and fervour that, having become ill
himself, he was at the point of death. But God wanted to
reward the charity of the saint and ensure that no additional
affliction was added to Paul’s heart, and restored his health.

The Philippians, upon hearing that Epaphroditus
was gravely 1ill, were plunged into the deepest dismay.
Therefore, Paul deemed it good to send him back to Philippi
with a letter, in which he explains the reason that led him to
send back Epaphroditus, whom he calls his brother, co-worker,
colleague, and their apostle. He then urges them to receive
him with all joy and to honour every person of similar merit,
who, imitating him, 1is ready to give his life for the service
of Christ. He also tells the Philippians that he would soon
send Timothy to bring him precise news of that community; he
further states that he hoped to be set free and to see them
once again.

Epaphroditus was received by the Philippians as an
angel sent from the Lord, and Paul’s letter filled the hearts



of those faithful with the greatest consolation.

The other fact that makes St. Paul’s imprisonment
famous was the conversion of Onesimus, a servant of Philemon,
a wealthy citizen of Colossae, a city in Phrygia. This
Philemon had been won to the faith by St. Paul and
corresponded so well to the grace of the Lord that he was
considered a model of Christians, and his house was called a
church because it was always open for acts of piety and for
the exercise of charity towards the poor. He had many slaves
who served him, and among them was one named Onesimus. This
one, having unfortunately given himself to vices, awaited the
opportunity to flee, and stealing a large sum of money from
his master, escaped to Rome. There, indulging in debauchery
and other excesses, he squandered the stolen money and soon
found himself in the greatest misery. By chance, he heard
about St Paul, whom he may have seen and served in his
master’s house. The charity and kindness of the holy Apostle
inspired him with confidence, and he decided to present
himself to him. He went and threw himself at his feet,
confessed his error and the unhappy state of his soul, and
completely entrusted himself to him. Paul recognized a true
prodigal son in that slave. He welcomed him kindly, as he did
with everyone, and after making him aware of the seriousness
of his fault and the unhappy state of his soul, he dedicated
himself to instructing him in the faith. When he saw in him
the necessary dispositions to become a good Christian, he
baptized him in the same prison. The good Onesimus, after
receiving the grace of baptism, remained full of gratitude and
affection towards his father and teacher, and began to prove
it by serving him loyally in the needs of his imprisonment.
Paul wished to keep him with him, but did not want to do so
without Philemon’s permission. He therefore thought to send
Onesimus himself back to his master. And since he did not dare
to present himself to him, Paul wanted to accompany him with a
letter, saying to him: “Take this letter and go to your
master, and be assured that you will obtain more than you
desire.”



CHAPTER XXVII. Letter of St Paul to
Philemon - Year of Jesus Christ 62

The letter of St Paul to Philemon is the easiest
and shortest of his letters, and since for the beauty of its
sentiments it can serve as a model for any Christian, we offer
it in full to the benevolent reader. It is as follows:

“Paul, a prisoner for the faith of Jesus Christ,
and brother Timothy to our dear Philemon, our co-worker, to
Apphia our very dear sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier,
and to all the faithful who gather in your house. God the
Father and our Lord Jesus Christ grant you grace and peace.

“Continuously remembering you in my prayers, 0
Philemon, I give thanks to my God hearing of your faith and
your great charity towards all the faithful. I also thank God
upon hearing of the liberality stemming from your faith, so
manifest to the eyes of all, for the good works that are
practised in your house for the love of Jesus Christ. We, O
dearest brother, have been filled with joy and consolation
knowing that the faithful have found such relief from your
goodness. Therefore, although I may have full freedom in
Christ to order you to do what is your duty, yet, in the name
of the love I bear you, I would rather appeal to you, even
though I am what I am in your regard, that is, even though I
am Paul, already old and currently a prisoner for the faith of
Jesus Christ.

“The prayer I make for you 1is for Onesimus, my
son, whom I have begotten in my chains, who once was useless
to you, but who is now very useful both to you and to me. I am
sending him back to you and I ask you to receive him as my own
heart. I would have liked to keep him with me, so that he
might serve me on your behalf, in my chains for the sake of
the Gospel; but I did not want to do anything without your
consent, so that your good deed might be voluntary and not
forced. Perhaps he was separated from you for a while, that
you might have him back forever, no longer as a slave, but as



a beloved brother. If then he is dear to me, how much more
will he be to you, both as a man and as a brother in the Lord.

“So if you consider me as a partner, receive him
as you would receive me. If he has wronged you in any way or
owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, write
this with my own hand: I will repay it, not to mention that
you owe me even your own self. Yes, brother, I expect to
receive this joy from you in the Lord. Grant me this
consolation in Christ! I write to you, confident in your
obedience, knowing that you will do even more than I ask. I
also ask you to prepare a guest room for me, for I hope that
through your prayers, God will grant me to return to you.

“Epaphra, who is in prison with me for Christ
Jesus, greets you along with Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and
Luke, my fellow workers. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with your spirit. Amen.”

Epaphra, whom St Paul speaks of here, had been
converted to the faith by him when he was preaching in
Phrygia. Later becoming an apostle of his homeland, he was
made bishop of Colossae. He went to Rome to visit St. Paul and
was imprisoned with him. After being released, he returned to
govern his Church in Colossae, where he ended his life with
the crown of martyrdom.

Mark, who is mentioned here, is John Mark, who
after working hard with St. Barnabas in preaching the Gospel,
later joined St. Paul, thus repairing the weakness shown when
he abandoned St. Paul and St. Barnabas to return home.

When Onesimus arrived in Colossae, he presented
himself with the letter to his master who received him with
the utmost affection, glad to have back not a slave, but a
Christian. He granted him full forgiveness and, since he
understood from the letter of the holy Apostle that Onesimus
could render some service, he sent him back to him with a
thousand greetings and blessings.

This servant proved to be truly faithful to the
Christian vocation. St Paul, seeing him adorned with the
virtues and the knowledge necessary to be a preacher of the



Gospel, ordained him a priest and later consecrated him bishop
of Ephesus. He received the crown of martyrdom, and the
Catholic Church commemorates him on February 16.

CHAPTER XXVIII. St. Paul writes to the
Colossians, the Ephesians, and the
Hebrews — Year of Christ 62

The zeal of our Apostle was tireless, and since
his chains kept him in Rome, he endeavoured to send his
disciples or to write letters wherever he recognized the need.
Among other things, he was informed that in Colossae, where
Philemon lived, questions had arisen due to some false
preachers who wanted to compel all Gentiles coming to the
faith to be circumcised and to observe legal ceremonies.
Furthermore, they had introduced a superstitious worship of
angels. Paul, as the Apostle of the Gentiles, informed of
these dangerous novelties, wrote a letter that should be read
in its entirety to appreciate its beauty and the sublimity of
its sentiments. However, the words concerning tradition
deserve to be noted: “The things,” he says, “that are most
important to me will be verbally communicated to you by
Tychicus and Onesimus, who are sent to you for this purpose.”
These words demonstrate how the Apostle had matters of great
importance unwritten, but which he sent to be communicated
verbally in the form of tradition.

One thing that caused no small anxiety to our
Apostle was the news from Ephesus. When he was in Miletus and
summoned the main pastors, he had told them that, due to the
evils he had to endure, he believed they would not see his
face again. This left those affectionate faithful in the
utmost dismay. The holy Apostle, made aware of the sadness
that troubled the Ephesians, wrote a letter to console them.

Among other things, he recommends considering
Jesus Christ as the head of the Church and to remain united to
him in the person of his Apostles. He strongly advises staying



away from certain sins that should not even be named among
Christians: “Fornication,” he says, “impurity, and greed must
not even be named among you” (chapter 5, verse 5).

Then he speaks to the young people with these
affectionate words: “Children, I commend you in the Lord, be
obedient to your parents, for it is right. Honour your father
and mother, says the Lord. If you observe this commandment,
you will be happy and live long on the earth.”

Then he speaks to the parents: “And you, fathers,
do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in
the discipline and instruction of the Lord. You, servants,
obey your masters as you would Christ, not as people-pleasers,
but as servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the
heart. You, masters, do the same to them, putting aside
threats, knowing that both their Master and yours is 1in
heaven, and that with him there is no favouritism.”

This letter was brought to Ephesus by Tychicus,
that faithful disciple who, along with Onesimus, had delivered
the letter written to the Colossians.

From Rome, he also wrote his letter to the
Hebrews, that is, to the Jews of Palestine who had converted
to the faith. His purpose was to console them and to warn them
against the seductions of some other Jews. He demonstrates how
the sacrifices, prophecies, and the old law have been
fulfilled in Jesus Christ and that to him alone honuor and
glory should be given for all ages. He insists that they
remain constantly united to the Saviour in faith, without
which no one can please God; but he emphasizes that this faith
does not justify without works.

CHAPTER XXIX. Saint Paul is freed -
Martyrdom of Saint James the Less — Year
of Christ 63

Four years had already passed since the holy
Apostle had been held prisoner: two he had spent in Caesarea



and two in Rome. Nero had brought him before his tribunal and
had recognized his innocence; but, whether out of hatred for
the Christian religion or due to the indifference of that
cruel emperor, he continued to send Paul back to prison.
Finally, he resolved to grant him full freedom. This decision
is commonly attributed to the great remorse that the tyrant
felt for the heinous acts he had committed. He had even gone
so far as to have his mother assassinated. After such
misdeeds, he felt the sharpest remorse, for men, no matter how
wicked, cannot help but feel the torments of conscience within
themselves.

Nero, therefore, to somehow appease his soul,
thought to perform some good deeds and, among others, to grant
freedom to Paul. Thus, having become master of himself, the
great Apostle used his freedom to bring the light of the
Gospel with greater fervour to other more distant nations.

Perhaps someone will wonder what the Jews of
Jerusalem did when they saw Paul taken from their hands. I
will say it briefly. They directed all their fury against
Saint James, called the Less, bishop of that city. The
governor Festus had died; his successor had not yet taken
office. The Jews took advantage of that opportunity to present
themselves en masse to the high priest, named Ananus, son of
that Annas and brother-in-law of Caiaphas, who had condemned
the Saviour.

Determined to have him condemned, they greatly
feared the people who loved him like a tender father and
reflected in his virtues; he was called the Just by all.
History tells us that he prayed with such assiduity that the
skin of his knees had become like that of a camel. He drank
neither wine nor other intoxicating liquors; he was extremely
strict in fasting, frugal in eating, drinking, and dressing.
He donated everything superfluous to the poor.

Despite these beautiful qualities, the obstinate
ones found a way to give the sentence at least an appearance
of justice with a cunning worthy of them. In agreement with
the high priest, the Sadducees, the Pharisees, and the Scribes



organized a riot and ran to James, saying amidst a thousand
shouts: “You must immediately correct this countless people,
who believe that Jesus is the promised Messiah. Since you are
called the Just, everyone believes in you; therefore, go up to
the top of this temple, so that everyone can see and hear you,
and bear witness to the truth.”

They led him to a high balcony outside the temple,
and when they saw him up there, they exclaimed feigning: “O0
just man, tell us what we should believe about Jesus
crucified.” The place could not have been more solemn. Either
renounce the faith, or, by uttering a word in favour of Jesus
Christ, be immediately put to death. But the zeal of the holy
Apostle knew how to take full advantage of that occasion.

“And why,” he exclaimed loudly, “why do you
question me about Jesus, Son of Man and at the same time Son
of God? In vain do you pretend to doubt my faith in this true
Redeemer. I declare before you that he is in heaven, seated at
the right hand of Almighty God, from where he will come to
judge the whole world.” Many believed in Jesus Christ and, in
the simplicity of their hearts, began to exclaim: “Glory to
the Son of David.”

The Jews, disappointed in their expectations,
furiously shouted: “He has blasphemed! Let him be immediately
thrown down and put to death.” They rushed up and pushed him
down onto the pavement.

He did not die instantly and, managing to rise
again, knelt down and, following the example of the Saviour,
invoked divine mercy upon his enemies, saying: “Forgive thenm,
Lord, for they do not know what they do.”

Then the furious enemies, instigated by the
pontiff, hurled a rain of stones at him until one, striking
him on the head with a club, laid him dead. Many faithful were
slaughtered along with this Apostle, always for the same
cause, namely out of hatred for Christianity (cf. Eusebius,
Church History).



CHAPTER XXX. Other journeys of Saint Paul
— He writes to Timothy and Titus - His
return to Rome — Year of Christ 68

Freed from the chains of prison, Saint Paul set
out for those places where he intended to go. He went to Judea
to visit the Jews, but he stayed there little, because those
obstinate ones were already rekindling the primitive
persecution. He went to Colossae, according to the promise
made to Philemon. He went to Crete, where he preached the
Gospel and where he ordained Titus bishop of that island. He
returned to Asia to visit the Churches of Troas, Iconium,
Lystra, Miletus, Corinth, Nicopolis, and Philippi. From this
city, he wrote a letter to his Timothy, whom he had ordained
bishop of Ephesus.

In this letter, the Apostle gives him various
rules for the consecration of bishops and priests and for the
exercise of many things concerning ecclesiastical discipline.
Almost at the same time, he wrote a letter to Titus, bishop of
Crete, giving him almost the same advice given to Timothy and
inviting him to come soon to see him.

It is commonly believed that he went to preach in
Spain and in many other places. He spent five years 1in
missions and apostolic labours. But the specific events of
these journeys, the conversions made under his care in various
countries, are not known to us. We can only say with Saint
Anselm that “the holy Apostle ran from the Red Sea to the
Ocean, bringing everywhere the light of truth. He was like the
sun that illuminates the whole world from East to West, so
that it was more the world and the peoples that were lacking
to Paul than Paul lacking to any of the men. This is the
measure of his zeal and his charity.”

While Paul was occupied in the labours of the
apostolate, he learned that a fierce persecution had broken
out in Rome under the empire of Nero. Paul immediately
imagined the great need to support the faith in such occasions



and took the road to Rome without delay.

Upon arriving in Italy, he found everywhere the
edicts of Nero against the faithful published. He heard of the
crimes and calumnies attributed to them; everywhere he saw
crosses, pyres, and other kinds of tortures prepared for the
confessors of the faith, and this doubled in Paul the desire
to soon be among those faithful. As soon as he arrived, like
one who offers himself to God, he began to preach in the
public squares, in the synagogues, both to Gentiles and to
Jews. To the latter, who had almost always shown themselves
obstinate, he preached the imminent fulfilment of the
prophecies of the Saviour, which foretold the destruction of
the city and the temple of Jerusalem with the dispersion of
that whole nation. He suggested, however, a means to avoid
divine scourges: to convert from the heart and to recognize
their Saviour in Jesus whom they had crucified.

To the Gentiles, he preached the goodness and
mercy of God, who invited them to repentance; therefore, he
urged them to abandon sin, to mortify passions, and to embrace
the Gospel. To such preaching, confirmed by continuous
miracles, the listeners came in crowds to ask for baptism.
Thus, the Church, persecuted with iron, fire, and a thousand
terrors, appeared more beautiful and flourishing and increased
every day the number of its elect.

What more can be said? Saint Paul pushed his zeal
and charity so far that he managed to win over a certain
Proclus, steward of the imperial palace, and the very wife of
the emperor. They embraced the faith with fervour and died as
martyrs.

CHAPTER XXXI. Saint Paul is imprisoned
again — He writes the second letter to
Timothy — His martyrdom — Year of Christ
69-70

Saint Paul had also come to Rome with Saint Peter,



who had held the seat of Christianity there for 25 years. He
had also gone elsewhere to preach the faith, and, when he was
informed of the persecution raised against Christians, he
immediately returned to Rome. The two princes of the Apostles
worked together until Nero, irritated by the conversions that
had taken place in his court and even more by the disgraceful
death of the magician Simon (as told in the life of Saint
Peter), ordered that Saint Peter and Saint Paul be sought with
the utmost rigour and brought to the Mamertine prison, at the
foot of the Capitol hill. Nero intended to have the two
Apostles executed immediately, but he was deterred by
political affairs and a conspiracy plotted against him.
Furthermore, he had decided to glorify his name by cutting the
isthmus of Corinth, a strip of land about nine miles wide.
This undertaking could not be realized, but it left a year for
Paul to win more souls for Jesus Christ.

He managed to convert many prisoners, some guards,
and other notable figures, who, out of a desire to be
instructed or out of curiosity, went to listen to him, since
Saint Paul during his imprisonment could be freely visited and
wrote letters where he saw the need. It was from the prison in
Rome that he wrote the second letter to Timothy.

In this letter, the Apostle announces his death 1is
near, expresses a strong desire for Timothy to come to him to
assist him, as he was almost abandoned by all. This letter can
be called the testament of Saint Paul; and, among many things,
it also provides one of the greatest proofs in favour of
tradition. “What you have heard from me,” he tells him, “be
sure to pass on to faithful men who will be able to teach it
to others after you.” From these words we learn that in
addition to the written doctrine, there are other truths no
less useful and certain that must be transmitted orally, in
the form of tradition, with an unbroken succession for all
future times.

He then gives many useful pieces of advice to
Timothy for the discipline of the Church, to recognize various
heresies that were spreading among Christians. And, to



mitigate the wound that the news of his imminent death would
cause him, he encourages him thus: “Do not be saddened for me;
rather, if you love me, rejoice in the Lord. I have fought the
good fight, I have finished my race, I have kept the faith.
Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day,
when, having offered my life as a sacrifice, I will present
myself to him. That crown will not be awarded to me only, but
to all who, with good works, prepare to receive it at his
coming.”

Paul had comfort in his prison from a certain
Onesiphorus. This man, having come to Rome and learned that
Paul, his former teacher and father in Jesus Christ, was in
prison, went to visit him and offered to serve him. The
Apostle felt great consolation for such tender charity and,
writing to Timothy, he praises him greatly and prays to God
for him.

“May God,” he writes to him, “have mercy on the
family of Onesiphorus, who often comforted me and was not
ashamed of my chains; on the contrary, having come to Rome, he
sought me diligently and found me. May the Lord grant him to
find mercy with him on that day. And you know well how many
services he rendered to me in Ephesus.”

Meanwhile, Nero returned from Corinth all
irritated because the undertaking of the isthmus had failed.
He became even more enraged in persecuting Christians; and his
first act was to carry out the death sentence against Saint
Paul. First, he was beaten with rods, and the column to which
he was tied when he underwent that flogging is still shown in
Rome. It is true that with it he lost the privilege of Roman
citizenship, but he gained the right of a citizen of heaven;
therefore, he felt the greatest joy in seeing himself likened
to his divine Master. This flogging was the prelude to his
later beheading.

Paul was condemned to death because he had
insulted the gods; for this sole reason, it was permitted to
cut off the head of a Roman citizen. What a beautiful crime!



To be considered impious because, instead of worshiping stones
and demons, one wishes to worship the only true God and his
Son Jesus Christ. God had already revealed to him the day and
hour of his death; therefore, he felt a joy that was already
entirely heavenly. “I desire,” he exclaimed, “to be freed from
this body to be with Christ.” Finally, from a band of
henchmen, he was taken from prison and led outside of Rome
through the gate called Ostiense, making him walk towards a
marsh along the Tiber, they arrived at a place called Acque
Salvie, about three miles from Rome.

It is said that a matron, named Plautilla, the
wife of a Roman senator, seeing the holy Apostle in a poor
state and led to death, began to weep bitterly. Saint Paul
consoled her, saying: “Do not weep; I will leave you a memory
of me that will be very dear to you. Give me your veil.” She
gave it to him. With this veil, the holy man’s eyes were
bandaged before being beheaded. And, at the order of the
saint, it was returned bloodied to Plautilla by a pious
person, who kept it as a relic.

When Paul arrived at the place of execution, he
knelt down and, with his face turned to heaven, commended his
soul and the Church to God; then he bowed his head and
received the stroke of the sword that severed his head from
his body. His soul flew to meet that Jesus whom he had longed
to see.

The angels welcomed him and introduced him with
immense joy to participate in the happiness of heaven. It is
certain that the first to whom he had to give thanks was Saint
Stephen, to whom, after Jesus, he owed his conversion and his
salvation.

CHAPTER XXXII. Burial of Saint Paul -
Wonders performed at his tomb — Basilica
dedicated to him

The day Saint Paul was executed outside of Rome,



at the Salvia Waters, was the same day Saint Peter received
the palm of martyrdom at the foot of Vatican Hill, on June 29,
when Saint Paul was 65 years old. Baronius, who is called the
father of ecclesiastical history, recounts how Saint Paul’s
head, as soon as it was severed from his body, gushed milk
instead of blood. Two soldiers, upon witnessing such a
miracle, converted to Jesus Christ. His head then, falling to
the ground, made three jumps, and where it touched the ground,
three springs of living water gushed forth. To preserve the
memory of this glorious event, a church was erected whose
walls enclose these fountains, which are still called the
Fountains of Saint Paul (cf. F. Baronius, year 69-70).

Many travellers (cf. Cesari and Tillemont) went to
the site to witness this fact and assure us that those three
springs they saw and tasted have a flavour like milk. In those
early times, the Christians were very diligent in gathering
and burying the bodies of those who gave their lives for the
faith. Two women, one named Basilissa and the other Anastasia,
devised a way and time to recover the body of the holy Apostle
and, at night, buried him two miles away from the place where
he had suffered martyrdom, a mile from Rome. Nero, through his
spies, learned of the work of those pious women, and that was
enough for him to have them killed, severing their hands,
feet, and then their heads.

Although the Gentiles knew that Paul’s body had
been buried by the faithful, they could never know the exact
location. This was known only to the Christians, who kept it
secret as their most precious treasure and honoured it in the
greatest possible way. But the esteem that the faithful had
for those relics reached such a point that some merchants from
the East, coming to Rome, attempted to steal them and take
them to their country. They secretly exhumed it in the
catacombs, two miles from Rome, waiting for the opportune
moment to transport it. But at the moment of carrying out
their plan, a horrible storm arose with flashes and terrible
lightning, forcing them to abandon the enterprise. Once the
matter became known, the Christians of Rome went to retrieve



Paul’s body and brought it back to its original place along
the Ostian Way.

At the time of Constantine the Great, a
magnificent basilica was built in honour of and over the tomb
of our Apostle. At all times, kings and emperors, forgetful of
their greatness, filled with fear and reverence, went to that
tomb to kiss the coffin that holds the bones of the holy
Apostle.

The Roman Pontiffs themselves did not approach,
nor do they approach, the place of his burial unless filled
with reverence, and they have never allowed anyone to take a
particle of those venerable bones. Various princes and kings
made live requests for them, but no Pope deemed it possible to
satisfy them. This great reverence was greatly increased by
the continuous miracles that were performed at that tomb.
Saint Gregory the Great reports many of them and assures that
no one entered that temple to pray without trembling. Those
who dared to profane it or attempted to remove even a small
particle were punished by God with manifest vengeance.

Gregory XI was the first who, in a public
calamity, almost compelled by the prayers and pleas of the
people of Rome, took the head of the Saint, lifted it high,
showed it to the multitude that wept with tenderness and
devotion, and immediately returned it to where he had taken
it.

Now, the head of this great Apostle is in the
church of St John Lateran; the rest of the body has always
been preserved in the basilica of Saint Paul outside the
walls, along the Ostian Way, a mile from Rome.

Even his chains became an object of devotion among
the Christian faithful. Through contact with those glorious
irons, many miracles were performed, and the greatest figures
in the world always considered it a precious relic to have a
bit of filings from them.



CHAPTER XXXIII. Portrait of Saint Paul -
Image of his spirit — Conclusion

In order to better imprint the devotion towards
this prince of the Apostles, it is useful to give an idea of
his physical appearance and his spirit.

Paul did not have a very handsome appearance, as
he himself states. He was of short stature, with a strong and
robust build, and he proved this with the long and heavy
labours he endured in his career, having never been 1ill,
except for the ailments caused by chains and imprisonment.
Only towards the end of his days did he walk a bit bent. He
had a fair face, a small head, and almost completely bald,
which denoted a sanguine and fiery character. He had a broad
forehead, low black eyebrows, a hooked nose, and a long, thick
beard. But his eyes were extremely lively and bright, with a
sweet expression that tempered the intensity of his gaze. This
is the portrait of his physical appearance.

But what about his spirit? We know it from his own
writings. He had a sharp and sublime intellect, a noble soul,
and a generous heart. Such was his courage and firmness that
he drew strength and viguor from the very difficulties and
dangers. He was very knowledgeable in the science of the
Jewish religion. He was deeply learned in the Sacred
Scriptures, and this knowledge, aided by the light of the Holy
Spirit and the charity of Jesus Christ, made him the great
Apostle who was nicknamed the Doctor of the Gentiles. Saint
John Chrysostom, a devoted admirer of our saint, greatly
desired to see Saint Paul from the pulpit, for he said that
the greatest orators of antiquity would seem languid and cold
in comparison to him. There is no need to say more about his
virtues, as what we have so far presented is nothing but a
tapestry of the heroic virtues that he made shine in every
place, at all times, and with every kind of people.

To conclude what has been said about this great
saint, it is worth noting a virtue that he made shine above



all others: charity towards others and love for God. He
challenged all creatures to separate him from the love of his
divine Master. “Who will separate me,” he exclaimed, “from the
love of Jesus Christ? Perhaps tribulations or distress, or
hunger, or nakedness, or danger, or persecution? No, certainly
not. I am convinced that neither death nor life, nor angels
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present nor future,
nor any creature will be able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” This is the character
of the true Christian: to be willing to lose everything, to
suffer everything, rather than say or do the slightest thing
contrary to the love of God.

Saint Paul spent more than thirty years of his
life as an enemy of Jesus Christ; but as soon as he was
illuminated by his heavenly grace, he gave himself entirely to
him, and never separated from him again. He then spent over
thirty-six years in the most austere penances, in the hardest
labors, to glorify that Jesus whom he had persecuted.

Christian reader, perhaps you who read and I who
write have spent part of our lives in offence to the Lord! But
let us not lose heart: there is still time for us; God’s mercy
awaits us.

But let us not postpone our conversion, for if we
wait until tomorrow to set things right for our souls, we run
the grave risk of having no more time. Saint Paul laboured
thirty-six years in the service of the Lord; now for 1800
years he enjoys the immense glory of heaven and will enjoy it
for all ages. The same happiness 1is prepared for us, provided
we give ourselves to God while we have time and persevere in
holy service until the end. What is suffered in this world is
nothing, but what we will enjoy in the next is eternal. Thus
assures us Saint Paul himself.
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The Jubilee of 2025 and the
Jubilee Basilicas

On December 24, 2024, on Christmas Eve, the Pope opened the
Bronze Door 1in St. Peter’s Basilica, thus marking the
beginning of the Jubilee of 2025. This gesture was
subsequently repeated in other basilicas: on December 27, on
the Feast of St. John Apostle and Evangelist, 1in the Lateran
Basilica (of which he is co-patron); on January 1, 2025, the
solemnity of Mary the Holy Mother of God, in the Basilica of
St. Mary Major; and finally on January 5, the Vigil of the
Epiphany, in the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls.

Below, we briefly explain what the Jubilee is and the Jubilee
basilicas where it is possible to obtain plenary indulgence.

Origins

Sometimes there is confusion between the first Jubilee and the
first Bull that established their frequency, however the
Jubilee finds its roots in biblical legislation. It was God
Himself who commanded Moses to celebrate a “Jubilee” year
every fifty years (Leviticus 25). Over the centuries, this
practice passed on to the Christian community, gradually
adapting to the needs and traditions of the Church.

In 1300, in response to the great influx of pilgrims to Rome,
Pope Boniface VIII published the bull Antiquorum Habet Fida
Relatio, which did not establish the Jubilee ex novo, rather
it recognised the already existing secular tradition. He
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conducted various inquiries, even questioning very elderly
people, such as a 107-year-old Savoyard, who remembered being
brought to Rome by his father a hundred years earlier to gain
“great indulgences”. This widespread belief prompted Boniface
VIII to solemnly establish what was being transmitted orally,
namely the possibility of obtaining the plenary indulgence by
visiting St. Peter’s Basilica during the “secular” year.

Originally, according to the bull of Boniface VIII, the
Jubilee was to be celebrated every hundred years. However, the
periods between Jubilees changed over time:

— Pope Clement VI reduced it to every fifty years (thus
resuming the frequency of the 0ld Testament);

— Pope Gregory XI set it every thirty-three years, in memory
of the years of Jesus’ life;

— Pope Paul II finally established the frequency of twenty-
five years, so that more faithful, including young people,
could enjoy this grace at least once in their lifetime
(considering the low life expectancy of those times).

In addition to “ordinary” Jubilees (every 25 years),
“extraordinary” Jubilees are sometimes proclaimed for
particular circumstances or needs of the Church. The 1last
three extraordinary Jubilees have been:

— 1933-1934: Extraordinary Jubilee of Redemption (1900th
anniversary of the Redemption of Christ, traditionally dated
to the year 33 AD);

— 1983-1984: Extraordinary Jubilee of Redemption (1950th
anniversary of the Redemption of Christ);

— 2015-2016: Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy (to centre upon
the theme of Mercy).

Since not everyone could travel to Rome, the Popes granted the
possibility of obtaining the plenary indulgence also to those
who, for economic reasons or other nature, could not travel.
Instead of the pilgrimage, other works of piety, penance, and
charity could be performed, as is still the case today.

Meaning and spirit of the Jubilee



The Jubilee is a strong time of penance and conversion, aimed
at the remission of sins and growth in God’'s grace. In
particular, the Church invites us to:

1. Renew the memory of our Redemption and evoke a lively
gratitude towards the Divine Saviour.

2. Revive in us faith, hope, and charity.

3. Arm ourselves, thanks to the Lord’s particular
enlightenment in this period of grace, against errors,
impiety, corruption, and scandals that surround us.

4. Awaken and increase the spirit of prayer, a Christian’s
fundamental weapon.

5. Cultivate penance of the heart, correct behaviours, and
repair with good works those sins that draw God’s wrath.

6. Obtain, through the conversion of sinners and the
perfection of the righteous, that God anticipates in His mercy
the triumph of the truth taught by the Church.

One of the culminating moments for the faithful during the
Jubilee is the passage through the Holy Door, a gesture that
must be preceded by a remote preparation path (prayer,
penance, and charity) and by a proximate preparation
(fulfilling the conditions to receive the plenary indulgence).
It is important to remember that one cannot receive the
plenary indulgence if one is in a state of grave sin.

The conditions for receiving plenary indulgence are:

1. Sacramental confession.

2. Eucharistic communion.

3. Prayer according to the intentions of the Holy Father (an
Our Father and a Hail Mary) .

4. Inner disposition of total detachment from sin, even venial
(that is, the strong will to longer want to offend God).

If full disposition is lacking or if all conditions are not
met, the indulgence is only partial.

Information on the Jubilee of 2025
As usual, this Jubilee was proclaimed by a Bull of Indiction,



entitled Spes Non Confundit, which can be consulted HERE.
Additionally, the Norms on the Granting of the Indulgence
During the Ordinary Jubilee of 2025 are available, and can be
read HERE. The official website of the Jubilee of 2025, with
information on the organization, events, calendar, and more,
can be found HERE.

In the jubilee tradition of the Catholic Church, pilgrims
arriving in Rome make a “devout pilgrimage” to the churches
enriched with indulgence. This custom dates back to the time
of the first Christians, who loved to pray at the tombs of the
apostles and martyrs, certain of receiving particular graces
through the intercession of St. Peter, St. Paul, and the many
martyrs who soaked the land of Rome with their blood.

In 2025, several pilgrimage routes have been proposed, and in
each of the indicated churches, it is possible to obtain the
plenary indulgence. All the basilicas and churches mentioned
below have been enriched with this jubilee gift.

1. Itinerary of the four Papal Basilicas
The four Papal Basilicas of Rome are:
1.1 St. Peter in Vatican City

1.2 St. John Lateran

1.3 St. Mary Major

1.4 St. Paul Outside the Walls

2. Pilgrimage of the 7 churches

The pilgrimage of the Seven Churches, initiated by St. Philip
Neri in the 16th century, 1is one of the oldest Roman
traditions. The itinerary, about 25 km long, winds through the
entire city, also touching the Roman countryside and the
catacombs.

In addition to the four Papal Basilicas, it includes:

2.5 Basilica of St. Lawrence Qutside the Walls

2.6 Basilica of the Holy Cross in Jerusalem

2.7 Basilica of St. Sebastian Outside the Walls
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3. “Iter Europaeum”

The Iter Europaeum is a pilgrimage through 28 churches and
basilicas in Rome, each associated with one of the member
states of the European Union for its artistic, cultural value,
or for the tradition of hosting pilgrims from that specific
country.

4. Female Patrons of Europe and Doctors of the Church

This route offers the opportunity to get to know European
saints more closely, particularly those recognised as Female
Patrons of Europe or Doctors of the Church. The itinerary
leads pilgrims through the alleys of the Monti district,
Piazza della Minerva, and other iconic places in Rome, to
discover female figures of great importance in the history of
Catholicism.

5. Christian Catacombs
Places that are both historical and sacred, where the mortal
remains of numerous saints and martyrs are preserved.

6. Other Jubilee Churches

In these churches, catechesis will be held in various
languages to rediscover the meaning of the Holy Year. It will
also be possible to approach the Sacrament of Reconciliation
and enrich one’s experience of faith through prayer.

Basilicas or churches enriched with plenary indulgence

To facilitate visits and devotion, here we are presenting the
list of all the basilicas and churches enriched with plenary
indulgence for the Jubilee of 2025, accompanied by links to
the Jubilee sites, Google Maps, the official web pages of the
individual places of worship, and other useful information.
Three of them have been repeated because they are included in
a double category (Basilica of St. Mary of Minerva, St. Paul
at the Rule, and St. Bridget at Campo de’ Fiori).



Papal
Basilicas (4)

Basilica
of Saint Peter in the Vatican
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of Saint John Lateran

Basilica
of Saint Paul OQutside the Walls

Basilica
of Saint Mary Major

The
Seven Churches Pilgrimage (4 papal + 3)

Basilica
of Saint Lawrence Qutside the Walls

Basilica
of the Holy Cross in Jerusalem

Basilica
of Saint Sebastian Qutside the Walls

Visitable
Christian catacombs (7)

Catacomb
of San Pancrazio (Via Vitellia)

Catacombs
of Domitilla (Via Ardeatina)
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https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.897599,12.498408&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=17848703187621262714
https://www.basilicasantamariamaggiore.va/en.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Maria_Maggiore
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/il-pellegrinaggio-delle-sette-chiese.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/il-pellegrinaggio-delle-sette-chiese.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/il-pellegrinaggio-delle-sette-chiese/basilica-di-san-lorenzo-fuori-le-mura.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/il-pellegrinaggio-delle-sette-chiese/basilica-di-san-lorenzo-fuori-le-mura.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.902528,12.520559&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=13880959540735141034
https://www-cappucciniimmacolata-it.translate.goog/roma-verano/?_x_tr_sl=it&_x_tr_tl=de&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Lorenzo_fuori_le_mura
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/il-pellegrinaggio-delle-sette-chiese/basilica-di-santa-croce-in-gerusalemme.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/il-pellegrinaggio-delle-sette-chiese/basilica-di-santa-croce-in-gerusalemme.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.88831,12.515518&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=1224748436285109312
https://www.santacroceroma.it/en/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Croce_in_Gerusalemme
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/il-pellegrinaggio-delle-sette-chiese/basilica-di-san-sebastiano-fuori-le-mura.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/il-pellegrinaggio-delle-sette-chiese/basilica-di-san-sebastiano-fuori-le-mura.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.855833,12.51581&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=4635816537165612463
https://www-sansebastianofuorilemura-org.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=it&_x_tr_tl=de&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp&_x_tr_hist=true
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Sebastiano_fuori_le_mura
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/tribunals/apost_penit/documents/rc_penitenzieria-ap_20240513_norme-indulgenza-giubileo2025_it.html
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/tribunals/apost_penit/documents/rc_penitenzieria-ap_20240513_norme-indulgenza-giubileo2025_it.html
http://www.catacombeditalia.va/content/archeologiasacra/en.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catacombs_of_Rome
https://www.google.it/maps/place/Catacomba+di+San+Pancrazio/@41.8850332,12.4514511,17z/data=!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x132f61db3b8a6349:0x6fbba56cff3420c7!2sCatacomba+di+San+Pancrazio!8m2!3d41.8850332!4d12.4540314!16s%2Fm%2F010fdz_1!3m5!1s0x132f61db3b8a6349:0x6fbba56cff3420c7!8m2!3d41.8850332!4d12.4540314!16s%2Fm%2F010fdz_1?entry=ttu
https://www-sanpancrazio-org.translate.goog/monumenti/catacombe/visita-catacombe?_x_tr_sl=it&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catacomb_of_San_Pancrazio
https://www.google.it/maps/place/Catacombe+Domitilla/@41.8589106,12.5029634,17z/data=!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x13258a72d6f34205:0x7ca78b1155804b9a!2sCatacombe+Domitilla!8m2!3d41.8589106!4d12.5055437!16s%2Fg%2F12391qx9!3m5!1s0x13258a72d6f34205:0x7ca78b1155804b9a!8m2!3d41.8589106!4d12.5055437!16s%2Fg%2F12391qx9?entry=ttu
https://www.domitilla.info/idx.htm?var1=docs/en01.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catacombs_of_Domitilla
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https://www.google.it/maps/place/Catacombe+di+San+Callisto/@41.8589433,12.508124,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x13258a0c54457a97:0x60366d8702c4c6e1!8m2!3d41.8589433!4d12.5107043!16s%2Fm%2F063yt95?entry=ttu
https://www.catacombesancallisto.it/en/index.php
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catacomb_of_Callixtus
https://www.google.it/maps/place/Catacombe+di+San+Sebastiano/@41.8559245,12.5136044,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x13258a0fdaf342af:0x15359f97f2bb2ea5!8m2!3d41.8559245!4d12.5161847!16s%2Fm%2F011c6h3_?entry=ttu
https://www.catacombe.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catacombs_of_San_Sebastiano
https://www.google.it/maps/place/Chiesa+dei+Santi+Marcellino+e+Pietro+al+Laterano/@41.8890927,12.5006165,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x132f61bef01f110f:0x686cce4efc736df!8m2!3d41.8890927!4d12.5031968!16s%2Fm%2F026p51l?entry=ttu
https://www.santimarcellinoepietro.it/english/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catacombs_of_Marcellinus_and_Peter
https://www.google.it/maps/place/Catacombe+di+Santa+Agnese/@41.9230851,12.5161837,16z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x132f613c65c6e191:0xe1fa98abd5ce41cd!8m2!3d41.9230851!4d12.518764!16s%2Fg%2F1229dtnv?entry=ttu
https://www-santagnese-net.translate.goog/site/catacombe-mausoleo/?_x_tr_sl=it&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catacombs_of_Saint_Agnes
https://www.google.it/maps/place/Catacombe+di+Priscilla/@41.9296502,12.5061636,16z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x132f614730819a3f:0x6ac5a8c1e54625b!8m2!3d41.9296502!4d12.5087439!16s%2Fm%2F027ql1j?entry=ttu
https://catacombepriscilla.com/en/home-en/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catacomb_of_Priscilla
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/ara-coeli-unione-europea.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/ara-coeli-unione-europea.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.893815,12.48348&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=IT&mapclient=embed&cid=6691686217352022907
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Maria_in_Ara_Coeli
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Chiesa+del+Santissimo+Nome+di+Maria+al+Foro+Traiano/@41.8961073,12.4820174,17z/data=!3m1!5s0x132f61b2cd781657:0x89718b2c567b9e62!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x132f61b3201e4025:0x4e920ce36f12b064!2sChiesa+del+Santissimo+Nome+di+Maria+al+Foro+Traiano!8m2!3d41.8961073!4d12.4845977!16s%2Fm%2F026q632!3m5!1s0x132f61b3201e4025:0x4e920ce36f12b064!8m2!3d41.8961073!4d12.4845977!16s%2Fm%2F026q632?hl=it&entry=ttu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santissimo_Nome_di_Maria_al_Foro_Traiano
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/san-giuliano-dei-fiamminghi-belgio.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/san-giuliano-dei-fiamminghi-belgio.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.895929,12.475667&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=4002877746143204711
https://sangiulianodeifiamminghi-com.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=it&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Giuliano_dei_Fiamminghi
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/san-paolo-alla-regola-bulgaria.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/san-paolo-alla-regola-bulgaria.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.893047,12.473551&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=10928447904700108862
https://www-chiesadisanpaoloallaregola-it.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=it&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Paolo_alla_Regola
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/basilica-santa-maria-del-popolo-cipro.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/basilica-santa-maria-del-popolo-cipro.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.898091,12.48145&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=16080068120204880874
https://www-cryptavialata-it.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=it&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Maria_in_Via_Lata
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/san-girolamo-dei-croati-croazia.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/san-girolamo-dei-croati-croazia.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.9051,12.475558&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=12725016016324491727
https://www-sveti--jeronim-org.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Girolamo_dei_Croati
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https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/chiesa-di-manta-maria-in-traspontina-danimarca.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/chiesa-di-manta-maria-in-traspontina-danimarca.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.902643,12.462192&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=8539290586206846320
https://www-parrocchiatraspontina-it.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=it&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Maria_in_Traspontina
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/santa-sabina-all-aventino-estonia.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/santa-sabina-all-aventino-estonia.html
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Basilica+di+Santa+Sabina+all'Aventino/@41.884141,12.479808,16z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x132f60347407e6d3:0x913f110314724e81!8m2!3d41.8841405!4d12.4798078!16zL20vMDJ6MGpr?hl=it&entry=ttu
https://basilicasantasabina-it.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=it&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Sabina
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/santa-maria-sopra-minerva-finlandia.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/santa-maria-sopra-minerva-finlandia.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.897989,12.478023&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=5676611221462693076
https://www.santamariasopraminerva.it/en/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Maria_sopra_Minerva
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/san-luigi-dei-francesi-francia.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/san-luigi-dei-francesi-francia.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.899637,12.474813&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=2500617422213055673
https://saintlouis--rome-net.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Luigi_dei_Francesi
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/s-maria-dell-anima-germania.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/s-maria-dell-anima-germania.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/s-maria-dell-anima-germania.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.899762,12.471999&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=6083134983016305944
https://www-pisma-it.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Maria_dell%27Anima
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/san-teodoro-al-palatino-grecia.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/san-teodoro-al-palatino-grecia.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.890554,12.484451&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=7760283426063792795
https://www-chiesaortodossa--roma-org.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Teodoro,_Rome
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/sant-isidoro-a-capo-le-case-irlanda.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/sant-isidoro-a-capo-le-case-irlanda.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.905935,12.487125&z=15&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=10619565819807698536
https://stisidoresrome-org.translate.goog/home-it/?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sant%27Isidoro_a_Capo_le_Case
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/santa-maria-degli-angeli-e-martiri-italia.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/santa-maria-degli-angeli-e-martiri-italia.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/santa-maria-degli-angeli-e-martiri-italia.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.903217,12.496979&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=12704262938823363632
https://www-santamariadegliangeliroma-com.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=it&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Maria_degli_Angeli_e_dei_Martiri
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/santi-quattro-coronati-lettonia.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/santi-quattro-coronati-lettonia.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.888667,12.498014&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=782308289185951692
https://monacheagostinianesantiquattrocoronati-it.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=it&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santi_Quattro_Coronati
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/chiesa-del-gesu-lituania.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/chiesa-del-gesu-lituania.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/chiesa-del-gesu-lituania.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.895907,12.479364&z=13&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=13632202531479742822
https://www-chiesadelgesu-org.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=it&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_the_Ges%C3%B9
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/sacro-cuore-di-gesu-lussemburgo.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/sacro-cuore-di-gesu-lussemburgo.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/sacro-cuore-di-gesu-lussemburgo.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.902529,12.502381&z=13&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=16977827515096824199
https://www-basilicadelsacrocuore-it.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=it&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacro_Cuore_di_Ges%C3%B9_a_Castro_Pretorio
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/san-paolo-alle-tre-fontane-malta.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/san-paolo-alle-tre-fontane-malta.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.833921,12.484256&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=15785768866723225559
https://www-abbaziatrefontane-it.translate.goog/complesso-delle-tre-fontane/?_x_tr_sl=it&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp#sanpaolo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Paolo_alle_Tre_Fontane
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Gmaps Web Wiki
Gmaps Web Wiki
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https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/s-ti-michele-e-magno-olanda.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/s-ti-michele-e-magno-olanda.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.901347,12.461024&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=13609044523469509916
https://www-friezenkerk-nl.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santi_Michele_e_Magno,_Rome
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/chiesa-e-ospizio-di-san-stanislao-polonia.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/chiesa-e-ospizio-di-san-stanislao-polonia.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.894847,12.479279&z=15&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=9635256816193135908
https://duszpasterstwopolakowwrzymie-com.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santo_Stanislao_dei_Polacchi
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/sant-antonio-dei-portoghesi-portogallo.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/sant-antonio-dei-portoghesi-portogallo.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.901765,12.474525&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=16279389815513178818
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sant%27Antonio_dei_Portoghesi
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/san-clemente.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/san-clemente.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.889335,12.497576&z=14&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=10944091131811574097
https://basilicasanclemente.com/eng/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Clemente_al_Laterano
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/san-salvatore-alle-coppelle-romania.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/san-salvatore-alle-coppelle-romania.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.900583,12.476042&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=4659313117164593282
https://www-bru--italia-eu.translate.goog/db_institutions_20_1_ro.php?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Salvatore_alle_Coppelle
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/santa-prassede-slovacchia.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/santa-prassede-slovacchia.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.896462,12.498725&z=17&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=6848390753678913685
https://santaprassede-wordpress-com.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Prassede
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/santa-maria-maggiore-slovenia.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/santa-maria-maggiore-slovenia.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.897599,12.498408&z=17&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=17848703187621262714
https://www.basilicasantamariamaggiore.va/en.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Maria_Maggiore
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/san-pietro-in-montorio-spagna.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/san-pietro-in-montorio-spagna.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.888744,12.466406&z=13&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=15059706463339474555
https://www-sanpietroinmontorio-it.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sch=http&_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Pietro_in_Montorio
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/santa-brigida-a-campo-de-fiori-svezia.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/santa-brigida-a-campo-de-fiori-svezia.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.8953,12.470796&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=16107355224064309055
https://brigidine.org/?lang=en
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Brigida,_Rome
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/santo-stefano-rotondo-ungheria.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/santo-stefano-rotondo-ungheria.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/iter-europaeum/santo-stefano-rotondo-ungheria.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.88456,12.496753&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=13654144279662017730
https://www-cgu-it.translate.goog/it/santo-stefano-rotondo/?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santo_Stefano_al_Monte_Celio
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/Donne-Patrone-Europa-e-Dottori-della-Chiesa.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/Donne-Patrone-Europa-e-Dottori-della-Chiesa.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/Donne-Patrone-Europa-e-Dottori-della-Chiesa/santa-maria-sopra-minerva.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/Donne-Patrone-Europa-e-Dottori-della-Chiesa/santa-maria-sopra-minerva.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/Donne-Patrone-Europa-e-Dottori-della-Chiesa/santa-maria-sopra-minerva.html
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Basilica+di+Santa+Maria+Sopra+Minerva/@41.897989,12.478023,16z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x132f604e0c1fe953:0x4ec75fd47747b4d4!8m2!3d41.8979888!4d12.4780226!16zL20vMDNsNDM4?hl=it&entry=ttu
https://www.santamariasopraminerva.it/en/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Maria_sopra_Minerva
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https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/Donne-Patrone-Europa-e-Dottori-della-Chiesa/santa-brigida-a-campo-de-fiori.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/Donne-Patrone-Europa-e-Dottori-della-Chiesa/santa-brigida-a-campo-de-fiori.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/Donne-Patrone-Europa-e-Dottori-della-Chiesa/santa-brigida-a-campo-de-fiori.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.8953,12.470796&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=16107355224064309055
https://brigidine.org/?lang=en
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Brigida,_Rome
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/Donne-Patrone-Europa-e-Dottori-della-Chiesa/chiesa-santa-maria-della-vittoria.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/Donne-Patrone-Europa-e-Dottori-della-Chiesa/chiesa-santa-maria-della-vittoria.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/Donne-Patrone-Europa-e-Dottori-della-Chiesa/chiesa-santa-maria-della-vittoria.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.904645,12.494294&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=6471589455968995656
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Maria_della_Vittoria,_Rome
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/Donne-Patrone-Europa-e-Dottori-della-Chiesa/trinita-dei-monti.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/Donne-Patrone-Europa-e-Dottori-della-Chiesa/trinita-dei-monti.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/Donne-Patrone-Europa-e-Dottori-della-Chiesa/trinita-dei-monti.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.906242,12.483388&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=12461611891523194344
https://trinitadeimonti.net/en/homepage/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinit%C3%A0_dei_Monti
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/Donne-Patrone-Europa-e-Dottori-della-Chiesa/basilica-di-santa-cecilia-a-trastevere.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/Donne-Patrone-Europa-e-Dottori-della-Chiesa/basilica-di-santa-cecilia-a-trastevere.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/Donne-Patrone-Europa-e-Dottori-della-Chiesa/basilica-di-santa-cecilia-a-trastevere.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.887186,12.476574&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=5868520589177006255
https://www-benedettinesantacecilia-it.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Cecilia_in_Trastevere
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/Donne-Patrone-Europa-e-Dottori-della-Chiesa/basilica-sant-agostino-campo-marzio.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/cammini-giubilari-dentro-roma/Donne-Patrone-Europa-e-Dottori-della-Chiesa/basilica-sant-agostino-campo-marzio.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.900843,12.47428&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=6329287542480793481
https://www-agostiniani-it.translate.goog/comunita-agostiniane-provincia/basilica-s-agostino-roma/?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sant%27Agostino,_Rome
https://www.google.com/maps/place/St.+Ivo+alla+Sapienza/@41.8982157,12.4744432,19.44z/data=!3m1!5s0x132f604fc673050d:0x10dc6694bf3deaee!4m12!1m5!3m4!2zNDHCsDUzJzUzLjYiTiAxMsKwMjgnMjkuMCJF!8m2!3d41.898221!4d12.474734!3m5!1s0x132f604fc0f927cf:0xa1ca5fd2c9409143!8m2!3d41.8980697!4d12.4749549!16zL20vMDh0bjlk?hl=en&entry=ttu
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari/san-paolo-alla-regola.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari/san-paolo-alla-regola.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.893047,12.473551&z=14&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=10928447904700108862
https://www-chiesadisanpaoloallaregola-it.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=it&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Paolo_alla_Regola
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/it/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari/san-salvatore-in-lauro.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/it/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari/san-salvatore-in-lauro.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.900916,12.469305&z=18&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=16163752639669970234
https://sansalvatoreinlauro-org.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Salvatore_in_Lauro
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari/santa-maria-in-vallicella.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari/santa-maria-in-vallicella.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.898246,12.469125&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=IT&mapclient=embed&cid=2515478553270999320
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Maria_in_Vallicella
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https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari/santa-caterina-da-siena.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari/santa-caterina-da-siena.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.895531,12.468921&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=11368711023013634274
https://www-arciconfraternitasantacaterina-it.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Caterina_da_Siena_a_Via_Giulia
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari/spirito-santo-dei-napoletani.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari/spirito-santo-dei-napoletani.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.896397,12.467884&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=8318770387263158330
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santo_Spirito_dei_Napoletani
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari/santa-maria-del-suffragio.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari/santa-maria-del-suffragio.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.897969,12.466503&z=13&t=m&hl=it&gl=US&mapclient=embed&cid=5253348220042892396
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Maria_del_Suffragio,_Rome
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari/chiesa-san-giovanni-battista-dei-fiorentini.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari/chiesa-san-giovanni-battista-dei-fiorentini.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.89962,12.464924&z=14&t=m&hl=it&gl=IT&mapclient=embed&cid=17940498068215057081
https://sangiovannibattistadeifiorentini-it.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Giovanni_dei_Fiorentini
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari/Santa-Maria-in-Monserrato-degli-Spagnoli.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari/Santa-Maria-in-Monserrato-degli-Spagnoli.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari/Santa-Maria-in-Monserrato-degli-Spagnoli.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.896044,12.469201&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=IT&mapclient=embed&cid=15141952659904733720
https://www-ineroma-org.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Maria_in_Monserrato_degli_Spagnoli
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari/Basilica-di-San-Silvestro-e-Martino-ai-Monti.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari/Basilica-di-San-Silvestro-e-Martino-ai-Monti.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari/Basilica-di-San-Silvestro-e-Martino-ai-Monti.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.894494,12.498353&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=IT&mapclient=embed&cid=10639176228499872394
https://www-parrocchiasanmartinoaimonti-it.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Martino_ai_Monti
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari/Chiesa-di-Santa-Prisca.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/pellegrinaggio/le-chiese-giubilari/Chiesa-di-Santa-Prisca.html
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=41.883074,12.483626&z=16&t=m&hl=it&gl=IT&mapclient=embed&cid=16927938810728527759
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